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• The Road Ahead

     Later this month we start the journey of Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 
26.  This season of reflection and preparation culminates with the celebration of Easter 
on Sunday, April 12.

     This year we will be considering how God shapes and forms us as a church through 
our theme, Life Together.  Specifically, we will focus on five practices of the Christian 
faith – baptism, the Lord’s Supper, prayer, sabbath, and service – and how each of 
them impacts our spiritual journeys.  We will center our reflection on one practice per 
Sunday during the month of March.

 Life Together: The Lord’s Supper  Sunday, March 1
 Life Together: Prayer    Sunday, March 8
 Life Together: Baptism    Sunday, March 15
 Life Together: Service    Sunday, March 22
 Life Together: Sabbath    Sunday, March 29

     As we approach our journey through Lent, please take the time to think about  
to these questions:

• How have you been personally and spiritually formed  
by the celebration of baptism and the Lord’s Supper?

•  In what ways does prayer shape your life?

• What are some of your most impactful memories  
of mission trips or service opportunities?

•  How have you discovered God’s touch in times apart,  
in silence or solitude, as you celebrated sabbath?

     Please share your stories and testimonies with me at gbell@firstpressarasota.org.  
I will look forward to hearing from you!

Peace, 
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• Love Notes
 
     Thank you so much for the stockings 
filled with goodies that were dropped off at the 
urgent care.

The St. Armands’ Urgent Care Staff    

Dear First Presbyterian Members, 
     Brentwood Elementary families and staff are 
so appreciative of all your efforts and kindness 
through this holiday season. Not only did you 
provide a loving family-centered experience 
for our students during the holiday dinner, gifts 
to the family, but also a generous donation 
of upwards of $2,300 towards our teacher 
respite room and guided reading program 
in Kindergarten and First Grade. We realize 
that significant pre-planning and tremendous 
kindness is involved to make this happen.  
Please be sure that all involved know how much 
we are grateful.  
     We are grateful that Brentwood could be 
a part of your holiday and for your generosity 
in making our families’ holidays more pleasant. 
Our students and their families were doted upon 
and truly enjoyed their time with you. They were 
relaxed and truly seemed to enjoy the singing 
and playing together. All the activities were 
thoughtful and fun.     
     We appreciate all that First Presbyterian has 
done and continues to do to support our entire 
campus. Thank you to your leadership, your 
congregation, your committee members and 
your volunteers for making a difference in the 
Brentwood community.  All you’ve done for us 
is sincerely valued.  

Sincerely,
Holly Brody

Assistant Principal

• Souper Bowl of Caring
     Sunday, February 2 is Super Bowl Sunday. 
After each service our children and youth 
will be stationed at the exits of the chapel,  
fellowship hall and sanctuary to receive your 
donations toward the “Souper Bowl of Caring.”  
The “Souper Bowl” is a grassroots effort to 
collect donations to assist organizations that 
feed the hungry. Last year, our “Souper Bowl” 
contributions totaled over $1,700.  The money 
raised this year will help us sponsor another 
meal-packing event with Rise Against Hunger 
om Sunday, March 22 at First Presbyterian 
Church.  

• Summer Days
     As you start to make summer plans make sure 
to consider these dates:

•  High School Montreat Conference - June 13-20
•  Middle School Montreat Conference - July 14-19
•  Day Camp at FPC - July 27-31

Cedarkirk summer camp registration is open. Visit 
https://cedarkirk.org/summer/ for a calendar of 
camp dates and programs. The Explorer week 
(June 21-26) is a popular camp for FPC families. 

• Jazz & Pancakes - Sunday, February 23
     Join us for an amazing worship experience!  
A dixieland band will provide special music as 
we celebrate the great things God has done 
in preparation for Lent.  We will have only 
one-combined service at 10:00 a.m. with our 
congregational meeting to follow.  We will give 
thanks for the 2019 as we receive the annual 
report and look forward to the ministry that 
God has planned for FPC in the years to come!  
     Children and youth will prepare pancakes  
with all the fixins after the congregational 
meeting. Laissez les bons temps rouler!
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• Peace River Presbyterians to Visit  
   Matanzas and Cárdenas, Cuba,  
   in February 6-11
    by Sue Hargis Spigel 

     On February 6, 17 members of churches in 
the Peace River Presbytery will travel to Cuba. 
After we pick up our religious visas in Havana, 
we will visit the Evangelical (Presbyterian) 
Theological Seminary at Matanzas. The next 
day our group breaks up so that we can spend 
two nights with the pastors and congregations 
of the partner churches of the six Peace River 
churches represented in the group. I will visit 
Pastor Alison and Sarahí Infante Zamora and the 
members of Juan G. Hall Church in Cárdenas, 
which is First Presbyterian Sarasota’s partner 
church. (Other churches are in the towns 
of Perico, Versalles, Matanzas, and Jagüey 
Grande, along with another one in Cárdenas.) 
After these visits, the Florida team will return 
to the seminary in Matanzas for a day and then 
will spend a day and night in Havana before 
returning home. 
     Some of the goals are to build relationships 
between churches and between individuals, to 
do away with the notion of “us” and “them,” and 
to develop lasting friendships. The partnership 
strives for “shared grace and thanksgiving,” 
“mutuality and interdependence,” “recognition 
and respect,” “open dialogue and transparency,” 
and “sharing of resources,” as stated in the Cuba 
Task Force Partnership Principles. Each church-
to-church partnership has a written formal 
agreement as well. Personally, I am excited to 
see the ways we live out these goals during the 
trip and afterward. 
     Each traveler will bring gifts to partner 
churches—items that are generally unavailable 
in Cuba. These items are declared as “gifts” at 
Cuba Customs, not “donations.” As examples, 
we might take printable cardboard, school glue, 
printer cartridges, external hard drives, pain 
relievers, antihistamines, or money for building 
repairs. We take only things that are requested, 
not things that we might think are useful, such 
as clothing.  
    I was able to meet most of the Peace River 
travelers on Sunday, January 12, at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church in Fort Myers. Many of 
them have been to Cuba before; I’m one of the 

few who hasn’t. An important thing to keep in 
mind is that anything you forget to pack may 
not be available in the country.
     We will be mostly disconnected from wifi, as 
internet service is spotty. However, you can look 
at the Facebook page of Juan G. Hall (search 
Juan G. Hall en Cardenas on Facebook) for a 
glimpse into the partnership visit and general 
happenings at the church.
     The Cuba Partnership is looking for people 
to support the team. If this interests you, please 
contact Jean Martin at jean.martin4474@
gmail.com. Look for more details in coming 
newsletters.
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• Updating Your Estate Planning?
Consider The Foundation for  
First Presbyterian Church of 
Sarasota, Inc.
     Gifts to qualified charitable organizations, 
whether made during your lifetime or at your 
death, can save both income and estate taxes 
while increasing your ability to provide long-
term financial support to First Presbyterian 
Church. Thoughtful planning can make your 
check to the IRS smaller and make your check 
to the church larger!
     When you see your estate planning advisors 
this spring, please be sure to take a copy of this 
article with you. Discuss the options for making 
a lifetime or charitable gift to The Foundation 
for the First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, 
Inc. by any of the following methods, or by 
another method selected by you.

Giving During Your Lifetime:
1.  An outright gift of cash, appreciated securities, 
or other selected assets to The Foundation 
for the First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, 
Inc. this year or over a period of years. Gifts of 
securities which would cause recognition of 
long-term capital gain (generally those held for 
more than one year) can be especially beneficial 
to both the donor and the church by avoiding 
the payment of capital gains tax.

2.  The direction to your IRA custodian to make 
a direct contribution from your IRA to The 
Foundation for the First Presbyterian Church 
of Sarasota, Inc. (if you are required to receive 
distributions under the new SECURE Act and 
limited to $100,000 to charity this year). This 
can count towards your required minimum 
distribution for the year of the gift. We 
recommend you check with your tax advisor if 
you are unsure of your distribution status.

3.  The establishment of a charitable remainder 
trust paying a specified percentage to you or 
another person, or both, for your lifetimes, then 
paying the remainder to The Foundation for 
the First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Inc. 
at your deaths.

4.  The establishment of a charitable lead 
trust paying a specified percentage to The 
Foundation for the First Presbyterian Church 
of Sarasota, Inc. for a period of years, then 

paying the remainder to a person or persons 
selected by you.
5.  The establishment of a donor advised fund 
at a participating brokerage firm or at The 
Community Foundation of Sarasota County 
or at Gulf Coast Community Foundation 
from which you can request transfers to The 
Foundation for the First Presbyterian Church 
of Sarasota, Inc.

Giving At Your Death
1.  An outright bequest to The Foundation for 
the First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Inc. 
in your Will or Trust Agreement.

2.  The designation of The Foundation for the 
First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Inc. as a 
beneficiary of your retirement assets, such as 
your IRA.
 

3.  The designation of The Foundation for the 
First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Inc. as a 
beneficiary of your life insurance policy.

     To make a transfer of securities directly from 
your broker to the church or to the Foundation, 
please contact Lisa Garcia in the church office 
for assistance.
     If you have further questions about giving 
to the Foundation, please contact any member 
of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees: Betsy 
Marshall, Michelle Young, Ric Saba, Rich Paul, 
Beth Byron-Reasoner, or Michael Brown.



• Save Your Box Tops!
by Jinny Miller, steering committee coordinator
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     You can help Brentwood Elementary School earn cash for the school by saving Box Tops that 
appear on lots of products you purchase weekly.
     The Box Top program is changing!  Now, all you need is your smartphone.   The NEW and improved 
Box Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-art technology to scan your store receipt, find participating 
products and instantly add Box Tops to Brentwood Elementary School’s earnings online.  

Here’s how it works: 
• DOWNLOAD the app (Box Tops for Education or BTFE.com) on your smartphone, 
• SELECT BRENTWOOD to earn cash for the school,  
• BUY Box Tops products (found on hundreds of products throughout the store), 
• SCAN your receipt using the app to snap a photo of your receipt within 14 days of purchase,
•EARN cash for Brentwood! 

 

     Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased out of production but may continue to be found on 
many products throughout the store as packages transition to the new Box Tops labels.  You can 
still clip these and put them in the containers at church, but be sure each has a valid expiration date.  
Keep them coming!

     Continue saving your Box Tops for Education! Look for the small coupon on cereal boxes, Ziploc 
products, Green Giant veggies, Nature Valley snacks, Scott tissue, and others. Clip the coupons and 
put them in the bright containers in the narthex, chapel or church office.  Someone at Brentwood 
will submit all the coupons to earn cash for the school.   
     If you need help with the process, share these directions with a teenager or contact Jinny and Ron 
Miller at verizon.net or 941-371-2750, ext. 554.  Thank you!



• Cowden-Smith Library News 
     The Overstory: A Novel by 
Richard Powers, according 
to the Presbyterian Outlook 
review,  is a book that is 
essential for Christians 
to read.  The best selling 
Pulitzer Prize winning novel 
compels people to care 
about the environmental 
crisis and man’s place in 

God’s wondrous creation. The stories of seven 
disparate characters converge with each other 
and with the interconnecting world of trees 
along side us.
     This book is very timely with the adult 
Sunday morning class Climate Change 
through the Eyes of Hope facilitated by Rev. 
Doug DeCelle continuing through March.  
https://www.douglasdecelle.net/climate-
change-through-the-eyes-of-hope/
     This donated book is in our Cowden-Smith 
Library on the shelf with the Climate Change 
through the Eyes of Hope logo. The characters 
in The Overstory find that stories, imagination 
and art can change lives. The Overstory can 
change the way you see the world and your 
place in it.
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• Presbyterian Women
It’s time to register for the 30th annual 
Peace River Presbytery PW gathering 
to be held here at First Presbyterian on 
Saturday, February 22. All ladies are 
invited to attend. This is an excellent 
opportunity to learn more about PW 

and make new friends. Check-in begins at 9:00 
a.m. with a continental breakfast. Lunch will be 
served at noon following the gathering. Additional 
information is available on the church’s website 
(firstpressarasota.org). To register, contact 
Mary Webb at (941) 758-6035 or by email at 
maphwebb@gmail.com. Payment of $12 and 
registration are due February 3. (Payment will not 
be accepted at the door and is due in advance.) 
Please come and encourage others to attend. Your 
presence is needed to welcome our Peace River 
PW friends.  There will be no PW Lite meeting 
in February so we can prepare for this gathering.  
For questions or concerns, please contact Pamela 
Lamb at (941) 210-7478.

     The Stephen Ministry logo represents a care 
receiver’s journey from brokenness toward 
wholeness through the cross of Jesus. In this 
way, it illustrates “Christ caring for people 
through people,” which is the Stephen Ministry 
motto.
     While pastors will always be on the front 
lines of care, especially during times of crisis, 
there are always more needs for ongoing, one-
to-one care than pastors can effectively meet 
by themselves. Our Stephen Ministry offers 
the opportunity for a completely confidential 
relationship with someone who will listen 
to you and provide you with the care and 
encouragement you need, while Christ works 
inside to bring rest to your weary, burdened 
heart.
     If you would like for a Stephen Minister to call 
on you, a loved one, or a friend, please contact 
Pastors Glen Bell or Kelly Fitzgerald.
     If you would like to learn more about the 
Stephen Ministry program at First Presbyterian
Church, go to firstpressarasota.org and find 
our “Stephen Ministry” category in the linear 
menu. Click on it to learn about this important 
confidential, one-on-one ministry that is 
available to you.

• Church Volunteers
We are looking for volunteers to join our fun 
office receptionist team.  The office receptionist 
greets guests,  answers the phone and directs 
calls, and responds to basic questions about 
the church and its programs.  This is a weekly 
position on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 9:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m or Mondays from 1:00 p.m. 
- 5:00 p.m. If you are interested or have any 
questions, please contact Rachel Martin (941) 
955-8119. 
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• Cardiac Arrest vs.  
   Heart Attack
  submitted by Cheryl Track,       
 Faith Community Nurse

   
     Heart disease is a leading cause of death for 
both men and women. 
     A heart attack is a circulation problem and 
occurs when blood flow to the heart is blocked, 
preventing oxygen-rich blood from reaching a 
section of the heart. If the blocked artery is not 
reopened quickly, the part of the heart normally 
nourished by that artery begins to die. 
     Symptoms of a heart attack may be 
immediate and may include intense discomfort 
in the chest, arm, jaw, shortness of breath, cold 
sweats and/or nausea/vomiting. More often, 
symptoms start slowly and persist for hours, 
days, or weeks before a heart attack. The 
longer the person goes without treatment, the 
greater the damage. 
     Even if you are not sure it’s a heart attack, 
call 911. Every minute matters! It’s best to call 
emergency medical services to get to the 
emergency room right away. They have staff to 
begin treatment when they arrive- up to an hour 
sooner than if someone gets to the hospital by 
car. 
     Most heart attacks do not lead to cardiac 
arrest, but when cardiac arrest occurs, heart 
attack is a common cause. 
     Cardiac arrest is an electrical problem, and 
occurs when the heart malfunctions and stops 
beating unexpectedly. It is triggered by an 
electrical malfunction in the heart that causes 
an irregular heartbeat. With its pumping action 
disrupted, the heart can’t pump blood to the 
brain, lungs and other organs. Seconds later, a 
person becomes unresponsive, is not breathing 
or is gasping. Death occurs within minutes if 
the person does not receive treatment. This 
is when your CPR skills come in handy! First, 
call 9ll and start CPR right away. Then, if an 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is 
available, use it as soon as possible. (There is 
an AED in the fellowship hall by the kitchen and 
another in the church office by the elevator on 
the first floor.)
     Fast action can save lives, so does prevention. 
Talk to your healthcare provider about your risk 
factors and if you are at risk, work with your 

doctor or a dietician to set obtainable goals and 
then make sure to follow up with your doctor 
to stay on track. You can also join your church 
family as we Walk to Jerusalem, exercising our 
bodies, minds and spirits. Want to learn CPR? 
Plan to attend a CPR class at First Presbyterian. 

• American Heart Association CPR Class
Learn to save a life, or renew your skills and 
bring a friend! On Monday, February 10 from 
9:00-11:00 a.m. we will meet in the forum. The 
cost is $25 for a 2-year certification or $40 for 
healthcare providers. To reserve your spot, call 
the church office (941) 955-8199 by Wednesday, 
February 5. 
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• Faith Focus Weekend February 7-9
     This winter’s Faith Focus Weekend for our 
congregation and community will be Friday 
through Sunday, February 7-9. Our speaker will 
be Rev. Dr. Eric Barreto, Weyerhaeuser Associate 
Professor of New Testament at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. His theme for the weekend 
is A Fresh Approach to Discovering God’s Power 
and Work in Our Lives Today. 
     Everyone is encouraged to attend Eric’s 
Saturday presentation, February 8, 9:30-11:00 
a.m., Inspiring Our Imaginations: God’s Presence 
in Unexpected Ways. He will explore with us how 
storytelling in the Bible—and in our present-day 
lives—can shape our faithfulness to God. 
     Rev. Barreto will also be preaching at our 8:15, 
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. services on Sunday, October 
20. His sermon title will be Following Jesus Into a 
Changing World.  Please make plans to join us on 
both Saturday and Sunday to hear this dynamic 
leader in the church!

•  Pastoral Development Seminar
   February 5-9
     Through the Pastoral Development Seminar 
(PDS) hosted by First Presbyterian Church, 
participants develop their pastoral abilities to 
lead change in the church, community and world. 
There are five participants in the current seminar, 
pastors in the Presbyterian Church (USA) who 
have demonstrated leadership ability and 
potential for ongoing service to the church and 
have been ordained in the last ten years. 
     Twice during the year PDS provides the 
opportunity to hear a noted speaker in the church 
in tandem with Faith Focus Weekend. They learn 
from peers and an insightful church leader in the 
seminar and enjoy renewal in a beautiful setting.
We look forward to our five guest pastors returning 
for the second half of their program with seminar 
leader Rev. Jorge Sayago-Gonzalez. Jorge was 
our seminar leader for 2017-2018 and October 
2019. We are happy to welcome him back. He is 
a Presbyterian minister currently working as the 
chaplain at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Day School in 
Miami, FL. 
     In the chapel on Thursday, February 6 at 9:00 
a.m. and on Friday, February 7 at 9:00 a.m., show 

your support of these young leaders in the church 
by listening to their sermons and giving feedback. 
Come and hear more about their faith journeys in 
the youth and adult education presentation in the 
forum on Sunday, February 9 at 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Eric D. Barreto
February 7-9, 2020  
Faith Focus Weekend 
Keynote Speaker

     Dr. Barreto is the 
Weyerhaeuser Associate 
Professor of New Testament 
at Princeton Seminary. He 
holds a BA in religion from 

Oklahoma Baptist University, an MDiv from 
Princeton Seminary, and a PhD in New Testament 
from Emory University. Prior to coming to 
Princeton Seminary, he served as associate 
professor of New Testament at Luther Seminary, 
and also taught as an adjunct professor at the 
Candler School of Theology and McAfee School 
of Theology. 
     Eric has been a leader in the Hispanic Theological 
Initiative Consortium, a national group comprised 
of seminaries and religion departments across 
the country. 
     He regularly teaches in faith communities 
around the country. Eric affirms, “It is precisely in 
Scripture that Christians can find the resources to 
renew our theological imagination. . . . A generous, 
grace-filled imagination can be a sure guide for us 
in these times, a guide away from fear and toward 
Jesus’ destabilizing hospitality, a hospitality that 
calls us all home.”

Rev. Jorge Sayago-Gonzalez
2019-2020 Pastoral 
Development Seminar Leader

     Jorge is a Presbyterian 
minister currently working as 
the chaplain at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Day School in 
Miami, FL. He has previously 
served as an associate pastor 

at Second Presbyterian Church, Louisville, KY. 
    Jorge is a singer-songwriter with over 17 years 
of experience as a musician and worship leader 

Faith Focus Weekend 
Pastoral Development Seminar

February 5-9, 2020    

(continued page 9)



WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG                                                                                                                                                                  9

in Puerto Rico and the United States (website: 
jorgesgmusic.com). Jorge finds great energy and 
joy in the power of unity through music. 
     Originally from Puerto Rico, Jorge earned 
his undergraduate degree in music from the 
University of Puerto Rico and received his Master 
of Divinity from Louisville Seminary. 
     Jorge has a passion for helping young leaders 
in the church explore their own spiritual practices 
and discover together new tools for ministry. 
Jorge and his wife, Jannine, enjoy hiking and 
good music. 

Rev. Rex Childs
Associate Pastor
First Presbyterian Church, 
Naples, FL

     Rex serves as the associate 
pastor at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Naples, FL. This 
is his first call and he was 
ordained in July of 2018. Rex, 
born and raised in the Naples 

area, received his undergraduate degree from 
the University of Florida before attending Union 
Presbyterian Seminary, Richmond, VA where he 
completed a dual-degree program, earning both 
Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in Christian 
education degrees. 
     After finishing school, he moved back to Naples 
and began work at Grace Place for Children and 
Families, a non-profit focused on breaking the 
cycle of poverty through education. He worked 
with middle school youth as a program staff 
member before joining their development team. 
He was then asked to join the staff of his home 
congregation, Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church, 
in a non-ordained pastoral role to help during a 
time of interim ministry. He served in that role 
for a year and a half before being called to First 
Presbyterian Church, Naples. 
     Rex is married to Cayla Childs, who is also 
a Naples native. They met during their freshman 
year of college and have been together ever since. 
They love spending time with the many members 
of their extended family in Naples. When not 
at the church or with family, Rex likes to watch 
sports, particularly soccer, or get out on one of 
the many golf courses Naples has to offer. 

Rev. Carol Ferguson
Pastor
Crescent Springs Presbyterian 
Church, Crescent Springs, KY

     Carol Ferguson was born 
in Maryland but raised in the 
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains 
of southwest Virginia. A 
lifelong Presbyterian, she found 
her voice for faith at Salem 

Presbyterian Church. She earned a BA at Sweet 
Briar College, VA. While there, she discerned a 
call to ministry, leading her to Union Presbyterian 
Seminary in Richmond, VA. During her time at 
Union, Carol spent a year in Henderson, North 
Carolina as the full-time intern minister at First 
Presbyterian Church of Henderson, and a summer 
at Rex Hospital in Raleigh receiving her clinical 
pastoral education. 
     In 2016, Carol received a call to serve as the 
solo pastor of Crescent Springs Presbyterian 
Church, a small, dedicated, and vibrant church 
in Northern Kentucky. Carol is passionate about 
the gifts of small churches, the strength of 
relationally-focused ministries, and encouraging 
creativity within worship. A strong proponent of 
the connectional church, she is also active at the 
presbytery level in Kentucky. 
     Beyond the church, Carol enjoys travel, 
musicals, keeping up with friends and family 
around the country, and time at home. She is very 
excited about recently becoming engaged to be 
married to Erron Prickett.

Rev. Seth Lovell
Co-Pastor for Education and 
Administration
Olivet Presbyterian Church, 
Charlottesville, VA

     Seth has been a member 
of the Olivet community since 
2010, beginning his ministry 
with the church as director 
of youth ministries. In 2013, 

Seth began seminary at Union Presbyterian 
Seminary in Richmond, Virginia. While in school 
Seth continued his work with youth at Olivet and 
transitioned into the role of associate pastor in 
2016 after ordination. 
     In the summer of 2018 Seth began a year-long 
study leave, traveling with his family to Scotland,  

(FFW/PDS continued from page 8)

(continued page 10)
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to study at the University of Edinburgh. Seth 
completed a Master’s in Research, with a focus 
on a theology of religions and religious pluralism. 
Upon returning to Charlottesville in the summer 
of 2019, Seth began his new role as co-pastor. 
     Seth is married to his high-school sweetheart, 
Brittany, who is a registered nurse. Together, they 
have three children, Kylie, Norah, and Asher. Seth 
is an avid sports fan, an enthusiastic traveler, and 
loves hiking in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Rev. Molly Spangler
Director of Christian Education
Shandon Presbyterian Church, 
Columbia, SC

     Molly grew up in High 
Point, North Carolina as a 
cradle Presbyterian. She was 
a member of her presbytery’s 
youth council, where she 
met her husband, Luke, for 

the first time.  Molly earned a BFA in Studio Art 
from  East Carolina University. In college, during 
her involvement with the Presbyterian Campus 
Ministry, she discerned her call to seminary. 
     After graduation, she spent a year in Tarboro, 
NC as the interim director of Christian education 
at Howard Memorial Presbyterian Church.  Molly 
graduated from Union Presbyterian Seminary in 
Richmond, VA in 2016 with a Master of Divinity 
and a Master of Christian Education. She was 
ordained as the resident pastor for campus 
ministry at Second Presbyterian Church in 
downtown Richmond. 
     In 2018 she and her husband, Luke, a medical 
doctor, moved to Columbia, SC where she began 
at Shandon Presbyterian Church in downtown 
Columbia. The church is resilient, deeply rooted 
in social justice and advocacy. The couple is 
expecting their first child. They enjoy international 
travel and the gift of good friends gathered 
around the table in their home.  In her free time, 
Molly enjoys textile art such as weaving, quilting, 
and making stoles; reading, hiking, kayaking, and 
walking the dog. 
 

(FFW/PDS continued from page 9)

Rev. Brittany Tamminga
Associate Pastor
The Presbyterian Church, 
Fredericksburg, VA

     A native of Southern 
California, Brittany graduated 
from California State University, 
Fullerton in 2010 with a BA in 
Religious Studies, before going 

on to study at Princeton Theological Seminary, 
where she received her Master of Divinity in 2013. 
Following her graduation from Seminary, Brittany 
returned to San Diego where her husband, 
Timothy, a hospital corpsman and cardiovascular 
technician, was stationed with the Navy. 
     Brittany has been serving as the associate pastor 
at the Presbyterian Church in Fredericksburg, VA 
since November of 2015. Previously, she served as 
the director for youth and children’s ministries at 
Pioneer Oceanview United Church of Christ (2014-
2015) and as a clinical pastoral education resident 
at VITAS – Innovative Hospice Care (2013-2014), 
both in San Diego. She was called to ministry at 
a young age, discovering her passion for church 
ministry while serving as the director of student 
ministries at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Oceanside in California (2006-2010).
    Brittany and her husband, Timothy, enjoy 
spending time with their many nieces and 
nephews. Brittany likes watching baseball, hiking, 
watching corny movies, gardening and cooking 
with fresh vegetables and herbs from her garden.

• Bicycle Year at Resurrection House 
    

The year in review: 
     Our sincere gratitude goes to our volunteer 
specialists who operate Resurrection House's 
Bicycle Shop. As 2019 finished, there were 
350 bicycles awarded out. The majority (159) 
were given to our homeless clients who found 
permanent employment. 
     Other non-profit community agencies that 
received bicycles included Jewish Family and 
Children Services (27), Salvation Army (37), St. 
Vincent dePaul (28), Foster Parents (20), and 
Boys and Girls Club of Sarasota (79). 

Bill Wilson, Acting Executive Director 
Resurrection House 



     The city recently agreed to provide density 
and other kinds of bonuses to developers for 
building units in the Rosemary District that will 
cost upwards of $2,200 per month and calling it 
“affordable housing.”  Density bonuses like this 
are usually reserved for housing for working- 
class families.

In-School Suspension
     SURE leaders remain committed to ensuring 
that every child in every school is treated with 
dignity and respect, and that out-of-school 
suspension is used only as a last resort.  SURE 
leaders met with the school district on January 
29 to review discipline data and review the 
training progress at the five pilot elementary 
schools.

Criminal Justice
     

     The committee met in late-January to narrow 
in on a problem statement and to determine 
next steps.

     For more information please contact a SURE 
Team Leader:  George Chorba, Pat Higgins, 
Jean Luker, Dorothy Murphy

• SURE
   by Dorothy Murphy, FPC SURE Team Leader

     We are challenged to go 
forward with courage to do 
what Micah 6:8 requires of 
us—”to do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with our 
God.”  As excerpted from 1 
Peter 3:15, we do this with 
respect and can give reasons 

for the hope we have in Christ as Lord.
     The ministry of mercy at First Presbyterian 
continues to be strong. This love of mercy is 
comprised of almost 30 varied ministries.  
We feed, clothe, mentor, visit, plant, educate, 
volunteer, assist financially, etc.  Prayers are 
being answered because of these ministries.  
     Justice is different.  It is the other bookend 
that binds mercy and justice together.  God 
calls us as Christians to bear witness to the 
injustices surrounding us.  Justice demands we 
ask questions, do research, challenge elected 
officials.  We must make our voices heard so we 
no longer tolerate obvious injustices.  We must 
create avenues that lead to change.   
     We ask, why are so many hungry?  Why is 
expulsion from school too often a “pipeline to 
prison”?  Why is affordable housing out of reach 
for some of our public servants and service 
workers?  Why are so many adults arrested for 
first time minor misdemeanors?  Why?  What 
can we do?  What must be done?
     SURE (Sarasota United for Responsibility 
and Equity) provides the foundation for us to 
seek justice. SURE furnishes staff leadership, 
training, and research, and the bringing together 
of 22 congregations of SURE to decide what 
injustices must be confronted. The injustices 
we are currently confronting are affordable 
housing, in-school suspensions and criminal 
justice.

Affordable Housing
     1 in 4 families in Sarasota remain cost-
burdened, and is one paycheck away from 
crisis.
     Working-class families making $42,000 
per year can afford to pay $1,200 per month 
for housing. In the city of Sarasota there are 
currently 4 rental properties that these families 
could afford.

To learn more and be updated
attend the SURE Rally on
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17  
at First Congregational UCC
1031 South Euclid, Sarasota.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and the 
program begins at 6:00 p.m.

Your attendance at the Rally 
means you will be better prepared 
for the Nehemiah Action on
MONDAY, MARCH 23, 6:30 p.m. at 
Sarasota Municipal Auditorium.
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• Text Giving
Are you interested in the convenience of 
contributing by text message?  Text FPC2050 
to 73256 to donate via text. Standard rates 
may apply.

• Online Giving
     To donate online, go to www.firstpressarasota.
org and click on the "Online Giving" button on 
our home page.
     You will designate the amount and select 
a fund and an optional memo.  For instance, if 
you want to make a contribution towards your 
pledge, you would select General Fund.  You 
then will enter your email address and press 
“Continue.”   You will be asked if you would like 
to create an account or continue as a guest. If 
you are a member, you might want to create 
an account so you can set up a recurring 
contribution or view your contributions.  
     If you have selected to continue as a guest, 
select your checking account, savings account, 
debit card, or credit card (Visa, Master Card, or 
Discover), then enter the pertinent information, 
and press “Give.”  You will receive an email for 
your receipt.

     If you created your own account, follow these 
five steps: 

1 – The gift amount and fund will be displayed.
2 - Enter how often you want to give.
3 - Select a payment method.
4 - Review and process your gift.
5 - View and print your receipt.

Each step must be performed to complete the 
online giving process.
     If you have any questions, call Lisa Garcia 
955-8119 ext 101.

• 2020 Lenten Labyrinth Journey
   by Lucy Tobias from First Congregational and     
   Sandy Wilbur from St. Boniface, organizers

     Lent is a time for reflection, for the letting go 
of regrets and stepping into renewal. Walking 
a labyrinth can facilitate this journey by 
providing a spiritual path for prayer, reflection 
and meditation. A labyrinth is an ancient path 
that resonates with all cultures and religions. 
Whoever you are and wherever you are you are 
welcome to walk a labyrinth.
     During the 40 days of Lent, from Wednesday, 
February 26 through Thursday, April 9, six 
churches with labyrinths in Sarasota County 
have special times set aside to come and learn 
how to embrace the sacred labyrinth path in 
many different and fun ways. 
     The events listed below are for First 
Presbyterian. If you are interested in other 
labyrinth walks contact Lisa Garcia (941) 955-
8119.  All events are free and open to everyone. 
Mark your calendars with the dates below for 
this Labyrinth Lenten Journey. 

Monday, March 2 and Thursday, March 5  
(both are from 10 a.m. to Noon)
 First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, 
2050 Oak Street, Sarasota has an 11-circuit 
Chartres cathedral design labyrinth made from 
historic street bricks. The labyrinth is located 
to the right of the church. Turn right into the 
upper parking lot and the labyrinth is straight 
ahead from the parking lot. 
 Labyrinth facilitator Ellen Forbes and/
or Director of Music Ministries Steven Phillips 
will be available. A low retaining wall around 
the labyrinth acts as both a sounding board 
augmenting sound and is also a lovely place to 
sit. Tall palm trees ring the labyrinth. Wearing a 
hat as protection from bright sun is suggested.

CROSS CONNECTIONS  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SARASOTA FEBRUARY 2020                                                                      12    



• Birthdays

February

• Anniversaries

Blessings from  
your church family
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1 Bill & Linda Wishart
3 David & Maryann Boehm
4 John & Elizabeth Allen
13 Jerry & Heather Blanton
14 Steven & Hilda Gaeta
16 Denis & Julianne Romanenko
17 David & Karen Johnston
18 Bob & Diane Bittner
21 Dale & Joan Learn
25 Jerry & Roxanne George

26 Charlie & Dee Stottlemyer
 Bill & Jo Ann Heburn
 Todd & Emily Weitekamp
 Phil & Jodilyn Khuu
28 Ed & Alia Wilson
 Michael & Becky Fingerle

1 Robert Noble, III
 Barbara Epperson
 Kara Delaney
 Charlotte Chapdelain
 Spencer Chapdelain
 Ida Tidwell
2 Allison Lindell
 Judy Kelly
 Sue Nurczyk
 Diana O'Neill
 Dwight Ferguson
 Rogers Knopik
3 Claire Steiner
 Kym Biggar, III
 Stephie Fleming
 Betsy Cairns
 Kathleen Harmon
4 Lauren Van Nostrand
5 Robert Schwartzkopf
6 Ernestine Harris
 Shawn Gantert-O'Malley
 Connor Davis
7 Jon Raynor
8 Cajun Camastro
9 Leigh Armstrong
 Emma John
10 Wesley Hord
 Siena Cook
 Stephanie Tarnowsky
 Joel DeVane
 Karen Putt
 Mike Frandsen
11 Jo Ann Heburn
 Rob Harrison
 Linda Parks
 Shelby Tatum
 Nikki Garraus

12 Julia Boehm
13 Sally Scott
14 Wells Weitekamp
 Ellen Gesell
 Charlie Armstrong
15 Wes Burquest, Jr
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 Betty Fee
16 Tristan O'Neill
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17 Eleanor Strait
 Jeff Steinwachs
 Al Washington
18 Martin Sabin
 Jack O'Neill
 Tammy Taaffe
19 Chad Anderson
20 David Soper
 Susan Morrison-Narring
 Peg Moffett
22 Beth Knopik
 James-Allen McPheeters
 Wayne Estes
23 Matthew Ulsh
 Lydia Chapdelain
 Suzanne Messick
 Jessica Armstrong
24 Irene Halstead
 Beverly Koach
 Karen Frieder
 Eleanor McCausey
26 Emily Rickloff
27 Cindy Balistreri
 Sharon Oxley
28 Marcia Morris
29 Ray Hord
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