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• What Now for First Presbyterian? A Word from Our Session

      Van Baker                          Craig Gesell                         Annette Landes
      Rebecca Clissold               David Gulliver                     Jean Martin
      Jordan Cook                      David Householder             Lisa Saba
      Irene Dulaney                    Bob Kirkpatrick                   Sandi Soper
      Victor Garraus

     Even as our nation and our world are facing a major health challenge, First 
Presbyterian Church is facing a major challenge—the challenge of losing two 
pastors within the span of two weeks. On Tuesday, March 24, our elders received 
the resignation of Senior Pastor and Head of Staff Dr. Glen Bell, who served 
among us for seven years. Two weeks before, they had received the resignation 
of Associate Pastor Rev. Kelly Fitzgerald. The session did not request either of 
these resignations, but received them with much sadness, concern, and regret. 

     As we try to see our way forward our session is committed to a path of 
openness and transparency to the greatest extent possible. They are meeting 
weekly and are also in daily communication with each other and with members of 
our church family. In navigating the way ahead our session has a two-fold focus. 
First, they are looking back to discover how problems in our process may have 
unintentionally contributed to this crisis. And second, they are looking forward 
in leading our church family toward healing and recovery. 

Looking Back
     What we understand now is that there was conflict between our two pastors, 
much of which was owing to their differences in personality and leadership style. 
While their differences often brought a complementary balance to our worship 
services and ministries, they also created challenges for Glen and Kelly. 

     Kelly resigned reluctantly in order to spare our church and her family a long 
and difficult judicial process mediated by our presbytery. Her resignation raised 
many questions and concerns from members who love her and value her ministry. 
Glen, amid this outpouring of concern, reluctantly submitted his resignation to 
spare our church further pain and controversy. 

     As we struggle to understand this situation it is important to see our former 
pastors as well-meaning but imperfect humans like ourselves. They both made 
mistakes, leading to a situation in which each one felt misunderstood and 
unsupported by the other. As for us, we are also human, and we are prone to 
taking sides. We may have a deeper connection to one pastor than the other. 
This is natural. But in the days ahead we will need to take care to hear points of 
view besides our own. The truth is that none of us has all the facts. None of us 
understands the situation with God-like clarity. For this reason, we must listen 
to each other with the intent to understand. This is the measure of our church—
loving each other, even when we disagree.

     In hindsight, many on our session and in our congregation are asking what 
could have been done to prevent the situation from reaching this point. The 
session is committed to seeking answers to that question.

cont. on page 2
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Looking Ahead
     In the days ahead you will be receiving 
communications from our elders and from 
Melana Scruggs, our general presbyter. These 
emails and letters will keep us up-to-date 
with new developments, and will help us to 
understand the steps and procedures we are 
committed to as a PC(USA) congregation. 
Meanwhile, here are some new developments 
and actions from our session and presbytery. 
Communications with the session may be 
sent to David Gulliver, clerk of session, at  
david.gulliver@gmail.com

Worship Services 
     . . . will continue online with leadership from 
our music ministry and from guest pastor, Rev. 
Dr. Kathi Wiggins. Kathi was senior pastor of 
Siesta Key Chapel Presbyterian Church for 
fifteen years, and following her retirement she 
served as interim general presbyter for our 
presbytery. She is a gifted and caring pastor.

Congregational Meetings 

     . . . will take place when we are able to gather 
publicly. These meetings will give information 
on our process of recovery and will also give 
the congregation the opportunity to discuss 
and vote on the resignations of our former 
pastors. In our denomination pastors are called 
by the congregation and affirmed by the 
presbytery. Pastoral calls can only be dissolved 
by a congregational vote.  

Our Church Staff
     . . . is beginning a process of healing. The staff 
has met online with our personnel committee 
elders and with presbytery leaders, including 
Rev. Kathi Wiggins, Rev. Kathleen Weller, and 
General Presbyter Melana Scruggs. In addition, 
plans are underway to secure a therapist / 
counselor to meet with our staff and church 
officers in group and individual sessions.  

Making Peace
     Our faith teaches us that peace in our church 
is not something we have, but something we 
do. Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount 
that peacemakers are the ones who have 
the privilege to be called children of God. In 
restoring our church’s peace, we are committed 
to these actions:

  •  Listening to each other with the intent to 
      understand
  •  Affirming the right of all persons to be 
      heard
  •  Speaking our truth respectfully and 
      tactfully
  •  Affirming again the right of all persons to 
      be heard

     In doing these things we demonstrate to one 
another Christ’s peace and love. In our pain and 
uncertainty, forging a new and deeper peace 
may be the hidden blessing for our church 
family in this time of trial. 

Cards and Notes of Affirmation 
     . . . may be sent to Kelly and Glen at:

Rev. Kelly Fitzgerald           Rev. Glen Bell
4730 East Trails Drive        8107 36th Street E.              
Sarasota, FL 34232            Sarasota, FL 34243

     Love gifts to each of them may be sent by 
separate checks made payable to the church 
with ‘Kelly Fitzgerald’ or ‘Glen Bell’ in the memo 
line. 

• What Now for First Presbyterian? A Word from Our Session (cont. from page 1)

Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 38 
Issue #4. Please submit articles for the next  issue 
by April 15, 2020. Articles submitted are proofed 
and edited.
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• Worship, Care, Mission and Service
     We are dedicated to providing worship, 
care and service through this period. We are 
grateful for all our musicians, every member of 
our tech team, and all those who plan and lead 
worship. Our worship model may shift if and 
as the needs of the community change.  Each 
Friday, we will send the bulletin (the worship 
order) and announcements via email in News@
First. We invite you to sing, pray, keep silence 
and worship together with us as a church family 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at firstpressarasota.
org. In spite of not worshiping together, please 
think of the people who sit near you usually on 
Sundays. Reach out with a call, text or card. 
Check in to see if they have needs or concerns 
that you or the church staff can help with.
     Our care team, faith community nurse, 
deacons, Stephen Ministers, and administrative 
support staff and session are working hard 
behind the scenes to provide support and 
encouragement for all the members and friends 
of our congregation. We are determined to offer 
our best, even though we are refraining from 
face-to-face contact. We will keep connecting 
via phone call, Zoom, email, text, notes or 
smoke signal, whatever it takes. Please contact 
Cheryl Track (4tracks@comcast.net) if you have 
a concern or need.
     Our education and formation committee, 
chaired by elders Sandi Soper and Jordan Cook, 
is working with Lydia Chapdelain (lydiaopal@
yahoo.com), our children and youth ministry 
leader, to provide resources for families with 
children and youth, through News@First, the 
church website, and our Facebook page. We 
are also hoping to offer material from some of 
the Academy of Christian Discipleship classes 
this term for adults.
     Even as our buildings are closed, we still 
support our mission partners with dedication 
and follow-through. Please pray for those in the 
greatest need around us in Sarasota and across 
the world, who are being devastated by the 
coronavirus. Even though it takes a bit more 
ingenuity, THANK YOU for finding ways to love 
and serve your neighbors!
     God’s love is steadfast. The ministries of the 
church continue. Please continue to mail your 
contributions to us at the church or donate 
online. Your gifts will make a great difference 
during this challenging season.     
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• What Is the Christian’s Response  
    to the Coronavirus?
     by Rev. Noelle Kirchner, M.Div. Princeton  
    Seminary Ordained Presbyterian Minister   
    www.ibelieve.com - March 16, 2020

     We as Christians are not to live in fear, regardless 
of our circumstances. The coronavirus reminds 
us that there are indeed some things beyond 
our control. It’s an invitation to remember 
that our times are in God’s hands—that hasn’t 
changed.

     The news is swirling with accounts 
concerning the coronavirus. So many are sick, 
some have died, and all are impacted by the 
resultant events in their local communities. 
God promises to be a safe refuge for us in 
times of trouble. Psalm 46 begins, "God is our 
refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the 
earth give way and the mountains fall into the 
heart of the sea.” The Lord is our strength who 
will never abandon us. We may not understand 
why things happen, but we can always trust 
that God will sustain us.

The following are 7 ways that we can respond 
to the coronavirus with confidence:

1. Don’t Be Afraid
     It’s no mistake that Jesus says this phrase 
and its derivatives more than anything else in 
all of Scripture (Mark 4:39-40, for instance). We 
as Christians are not to live in fear, regardless of 
our circumstances. The coronavirus reminds us 
that there are indeed some things beyond our 
control. It’s an invitation to remember that our 
times are in God’s hands—that hasn’t changed. 
Further, when we respond with fear and panic, 
the quality of our decision-making suffers right 
when we need clear-headedness the most.

2. Take Preventative Measures
     It can be tempting to totally ignore a problem 
before it flares on the one hand, or become 
completely paralyzed with worry once it does 
on the other hand. Faith provides us with a 
third option, however: To actively approach 
a challenge by responsibly doing all that we 
can while confidently leaving the rest to God. 
The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14–30) 

• Text Giving
Are you interested in the convenience of 
contributing by text message?  Text FPC2050 
to 73256 to donate via text. Standard rates 
may apply.

cont. on page 5

• Online Giving
     To donate online, go to www.firstpressarasota.
org and click on the "Online Giving" button on 
our home page.
     You will designate the amount and select 
a fund and an optional memo.  For instance, if 
you want to make a contribution towards your 
pledge, you would select General Fund.  You 
then will enter your email address and press 
“Continue.”   You will be asked if you would like 
to create an account or continue as a guest. If 
you are a member, you might want to create 
an account so you can set up a recurring 
contribution or view your contributions.  
     If you have selected to continue as a guest, 
select your checking account, savings account, 
debit card, or credit card (Visa, Master Card, or 
Discover), then enter the pertinent information, 
and press “Give.”  You will receive an email for 
your receipt.

     If you created your own account, follow these 
five steps: 

1 – The gift amount and fund will be displayed.
2 - Enter how often you want to give.
3 - Select a payment method.
4 - Review and process your gift.
5 - View and print your receipt.

Each step must be performed to complete the 
online giving process.
     If you have any questions, call Lisa Garcia 
955-8119 ext 101.

Or you can scan the QR code below with your 
mobile device.



WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG                                                                                                                                                                     5

• What Is the Christian’s Response to the  
   Coronavirus? (cont. from page 4)

reminds us to mine the resources that God has 
given us, which includes a sound mind in times 
of trouble. We can remain proactive by staying 
informed, planning ahead, and acting wisely.

3. Be a Leader
     Curbing the spread to protect those who are 
more vulnerable in the population will involve 
some self-sacrifice. It demonstrates patience 
to postpone non-necessary travel or planned 
mass gatherings until the risk of infection has 
passed. It takes courage to get tested if you 
think you are sick. It shows responsibility to 
self-quarantine if you are positive. When we 
put others first, we reflect the love of Jesus in a 
world that is trembling (John 15:12).

4. Share Your Light
     The health implications of the coronavirus are 
obvious, but there are secondary implications 
too. For one, the virus will have a major impact 
upon the economy. It has already changed 
the eating, shopping, schooling, traveling, and 
entertainment patterns of the population. Many 
small businesses will suffer, and employees in 
various industries will risk job loss or a period 
without pay. We can be a light to those in need 
(Matthew 5:16) by keeping our eyes open to 
ways that we might safeguard others’ wellbeing 
as we look after our own too.

     There are many ways to help. One idea is 
to buy gift certificates to your favorite local 
restaurants or stores. This will provide them 
with temporary financial support until you feel 
comfortable returning there. Another way to 
help is to donate to a food bank in your area. 
Some families rely upon the food supplied at 
schools to subsist. Helping to bolster local food 
bank supply will provide an alternative means 
of support for families amidst school closures.

5. Maximize the Gift of Time
     While spending more time at home 
as a precautionary measure might be an 
inconvenience, it’s also a precious opportunity. 
Families have the gift of uninterrupted time 
together. Individuals can accomplish neglected 
tasks on their to-do list. We can all rediscover 
the outdoors. Further, our connection with 

one another doesn’t have to suffer. A friend 
of mine just had her children Facetime their 
grandparents for an epic virtual playdate that 
brought joy to both sides. Calling loved ones 
or elderly neighbors who might be particularly 
isolated to check in and offer support is a simple 
but worthwhile way to make a difference and 
meaningfully connect with others.

6. Don’t Add to the Panic
     As we anticipate spending more time with 
family, experts remind us that how we explain 
the events of the world to children matters. I 
recently interviewed the bestselling author of 
the Jesus Storybook Bible on my show, HTTV’s 
Chaos to Calm. Sally Lloyd-Jones had some 
advice. She encourages parents and educators 
to let the child lead the conversation when it 
comes to his or her fears about the virus. Seek 
to understand the child’s comprehension level 
and questions first, then respond accordingly. 
Otherwise, parents and educators might be 
apt to share more information than necessary, 
which can increase rather than abate the child’s 
anxiety.

7. Pray
     Prayer allows us to be the hands of Jesus and 
wrap our proverbial arms around one another. 
As we ask God to keep us safe from illness, 
we can ask for God’s protective care over the 
first responders and healthcare workers who 
knowingly risk exposure through their care. As 
we request healing for those already battling, 
we can ask for God’s peace to abide with the 
families who have already lost loved ones. We 
affirm faith in a loving God whose eye is on the 
sparrow (Luke 12:6–7) when we lift our concerns 
in Jesus’ name. For a coronavirus prayer, see: 
www.ibelieve.com.
There is often a rainbow in every trial. In a 
world that seems increasingly divisive, this 
virus reminds us of our shared humanity. What 
unites us is stronger than what divides us. 
Further, it’s encouraging to see so many people 
sacrificially helping those in need and working 
for a cure. Faith has the power to additionally 
unite, motivate, and inspire us in these times. 
By doing these seven things, we can respond 
with confidence in God’s name.
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•   Brentwood Elementary School
    Happenings
by Jinny Miller, steering committee coordinator

     Along with greetings for a blessed Easter, 
the Invest in Children steering committee 
has  reflections to share from our dedicated  
Brentwood volunteers.   

     Larry Schaper says, “Volunteering at Brentwood 
is rewarding. The kindergarten students in the 
class I attend are well behaved and eager to 
improve their reading skills. Hopefully, together 
we make a significant positive impact.”

     Jim Angelini tells us, “I mentor three fourth 
grade boys once a week for an hour each.  I 
have had the first two for a while and the third 
is new in the last few weeks. My objective is to 
provide a male influence since the first two have 
none at home. I spend a lot of time just talking 
to the boys and allowing them to share their 
experiences and then I share mine from the 
olden days.  We play checkers, a soccer reading 
game, and catch up on school work if needed.
We spend a lot of time talking about their family 
life at home and their future. I believe the boys 
get as much out of our time together as I do.”

Kay Dunn shares a cute incident about Lorraine 
Foltz: “Lorraine always works with the same 
boy each week. One day she wasn’t there yet 
and he was really distraught.  I offered to read 
with him and he said ‘no’ until the media center 
coordinator told him he’d have to go back to 
his class then.  So, he very reluctantly came 
with me to a reading corner.  He read to me 
for awhile, then jumped up all of a sudden, and 
ran off without a word!  I turned and there was 

Lorraine coming in and you’ve never seen a 
happier child.  He adores reading with her!”

   

     Phil Humphreys shares, “Among the minor 
things, on those Monday mornings (most of 
them) when I walk out the door only half-awake, 
I know they [the children] will be sure I am fully 
awake within a few minutes of walking into the 
classroom.
     Among the important things, they make clear 
that they are eager to learn. They are proud 
when they have successfully accomplished 
the various exercises assigned by Ms. Danielle 
Mercado for me to oversee.
     My most recent ‘favorite story’ is about the 
secret strategy I thought I was sharing, to go 
through all the questions in an exercise and 
answer the easy ones first and then go back 
and ponder the harder ones. I shared this hint 
with three or four groups of kids for an assigned 
exercise when finally, one of them raised his 
hand and told me, as respectfully as possible 
given the circumstances, that they already 
knew that.
     I have to put in a plug for Danielle Mercado, 
the second/third grade teacher for whom I 
volunteer.  She is a devoted and confident 
professional and a skilled communicator with 
the children.  I count myself among the most 
fortunate for her willingness to let me help in 
her classroom.  Anyone reading this should 
advocate for teachers to be paid as the 
professionals that they are.”

     You can join these dedicated volunteers 
during the next school year.  Opportunities 
will be available in late-July! Contact Jinny and 
Ron Miller (jinnyron@verizon.net) for more 
information.  
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• Lockdown
by Richard Hendrick, a Capuchin Franciscan brother in Ireland,

in response to the coronavirus pandemic - March 13, 2020

Yes there is fear.
Yes there is isolation.

Yes there is panic buying.
Yes there is sickness.

Yes there is even death.
But,

They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise
You can hear the birds again.

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet
The sky is no longer thick with fumes

But blue and gray and clear.
They say that in the streets of Assisi

People are singing to each other 
across the empty squares, 

keeping their windows open 
so that those who are alone 

may hear the sounds of family around them.
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland

Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.
Today a young woman I know 

is busy spreading fliers with her number 
through the neighborhood

So that the elders may have someone to call on.
Today churches, synagogues, mosques and temples 

are preparing to welcome 
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary.

All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting.
All over the world people are looking at their neighbors in a new way.

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality
To how big we really are.

To how little control we really have.
To what really matters.

To Love.
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• Cowden-Smith Library News 
    For the Beauty of the Earth by Leah D. 
Schade is a Lenten devotional recommended 
by Presbyterian Outlook for any time of the year 
to not only consider God’s creation and rejoice 
in it but to also preserve the earth for future 
generations. The beloved hymn “For the Beauty 
of the Earth” challenges us to listen to Jesus 
while praising the earth and God’s creatures and 
learning how our spirit can be nurtured by God 
through creation.  As we approach both Easter 
on April 12 and the 50th 
anniversary of Earth Day 
on April 22, Christians have 
an opportunity to reflect 
on how caring for God’s 
creation is connected to 
our faith.  A copy is on the 
Theology and Devotion 
shelf in the Cowden-Smith 
Library.

First Presbyterian has been a Stephen 
Ministry church for five years!  
     You may not have been touched directly 
by this ministry, but to know that it is available, 
to understand what this ministry provides. To 
claim this identity as a congregation equips us 
as a church to elevate and embrace our purpose 
as a Stephen Ministry church. 
     We, indeed, are all broken people in need 
of God's healing, comfort and grace. Stephen 
Ministry is a church-wide caring ministry that 
equips lay persons to provide distinctively 
Christian, one-to-one care to those who 
are experiencing all kinds of life needs and 
circumstances, in our congregation and  
community. Stephen Ministers provide an 
extension of pastoral care because they are 
able to reach more people with Christian care 
than pastors can by themselves.
    If you would like to learn more about the 
Stephen Ministry program at First Presbyterian 
Church, go to firstpressarasota.org  and find 
our "Stephen Ministry" category in the linear 
menu.  Click on it to learn about this important 
confidential, one-on-one ministry that is 
available to you. 

SURE continues with strength 
and unity! Although the 
March 23 SURE Nehemiah 

Action Assembly had to be cancelled due 
to the coronavirus, we are thankful for the 
support of many from our congregation who 
had committed themselves to being present 
to stand with the 22 SURE congregations for 
justice in Sarasota. We are grateful for the staff 
leadership of SURE Lead Organizer Brandon 
Buker-Henshaw.
SURE network members carry on research 
and work with area officials. Input is needed 
regarding restorative practices, affordable 
housing, and criminal justice. Too many people 
in Sarasota are arrested for non-violent crimes. 
SURE is appealing to State’s Attorney Ed Brosky 
to help bring about change. 

  What does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?                               - Micah 6:8

• SURE
   by Dorothy Murphy,  

SURE Team Leader

• Dial Hope
     Dial Hope is a daily devotional program, 
founded by the late Dr. Roger Kunkel, 
former  parish associate of our church. For 
encouragement and hope, every single day, 
please dial 941-955-8929 or go to dialhope.org.
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• How to Build Healthy  
   Habits
  submitted by Cheryl Track,       
 Faith Community Nurse

      We’re all creatures of habit. We tend to wake 
up at the same time each day, brush our teeth, 
have morning coffee and commute to work, 
following the same patterns every day. 
     So, why is it so hard to form new healthy 
habits? Behavioral scientists who study habit 
formation say that many of us try to create 
healthy habits the wrong way. We make bold 
resolutions to start exercising or to lose weight, 
for example, without taking the steps needed 
to set ourselves up for success.
     Here are some tips, backed by research, for 
forming new healthy habits.

Stack Your Habits
     The best way to form a new habit is to tie 
it to an existing habit. For many of us, our 
morning routine is our strongest routine, so 
that’s a great place to stack on a new habit. A 
morning cup of coffee, for example, can create 
a great opportunity to start a new one-minute 
meditation practice. Or, while you are brushing 
your teeth, you might choose to do squats or 
stand on one foot to practice balance. Many of 
us fall into end-of-the-day patterns as well. Do 
you tend to flop on the couch after work and 
turn on the TV? That might be a good time to 
do a daily yoga pose.

Start Small
     B.J. Fogg, a Stanford University researcher 
and author of the book Tiny Habits, notes that 
big behavior changes require a high level of 
motivation that often can’t be sustained. He 
suggests starting with tiny habits to make the 
new habit as easy as possible in the beginning. 
Taking a short daily walk, for example, could be 
the beginning of an exercise habit. Or, putting 
an apple in your bag every day could lead to 
better eating habits.

Do It Every Day
     British researchers studied how people form 
habits in the real world, asking participants to 
choose a simple habit they wanted to form, like 
drinking water at lunch or taking a walk before 
dinner. The study, published in The European 
Journal of Social Psychology, showed that the 
amount of time it took for the task to become 

automatic — a habit — ranged from 18 to 254 
days. The median time was 66 days! 
     The lesson is that habits take a long time to 
create, but they form faster when we do them 
more often. So, start with something reasonable 
that is easy to do. You are more likely to stick 
with an exercise habit if you do some small 
exercise — jumping jacks, a yoga pose, a brisk 
walk — every day, rather than trying to get to 
the gym three days a week. Once the daily 
exercise becomes a habit, you can explore new, 
more intense forms of exercise.

Make It Easy
     Habit researchers know we are more likely 
to form new habits when we clear away the 
obstacles that stand in our way. Dr. Wood, 
author of the book Good Habits, Bad Habits: 
The Science of Making Positive Changes That 
Stick, calls the forces that get in the way of 
good habits “friction.” In one study, researchers 
changed the timing of elevator doors so that 
workers had to wait nearly half a minute for the 
doors to close. (Normally the doors closed after 
10 seconds.) It was just enough of a delay that 
it convinced many people that taking the stairs 
was easier than waiting for the elevator and 
they stuck with it even after the elevator went 
back to normal timing. It shows how sensitive 
we are to small friction in our environment,” Dr. 
Wood said.  

Reward Yourself
     Rewards are an important part of habit 
formation. When we brush our teeth, the 
reward is immediate: a minty fresh mouth. 
But some rewards — like weight loss or the 
physical changes from exercise — take longer 
to materialize. That’s why it helps to build in 
some immediate rewards to help you form the 
habit. Listening to audiobooks while running, 
for example, or watching a favorite cooking 
show on the treadmill can help reinforce an 
exercise habit. Or plan an exercise date so that 
the reward is time with a friend.
Taken from The New York Times, February 18, 2020, How 
to Build Healthy Habits by Tara Parker-Pope

     By participating in the Walk to Jerusalem, 
you have made it past the 66 days, so stick with 
your routine you worked so hard on and start 
stacking some new daily habits! Look for ways 
to challenge yourself throughout the year. The 
“walk” doesn’t end here! 
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Presbyterian Women
submitted by Anna Bedford

     This is a copy of an email series 
on Valiant Women that the national 

Office of Presbyterian Women is sending to its 
members. 
     The excellent photo of Jerry (Anna’s 
husband) and Anna, taken outside FPC in late- 
February was taken by member, Don Opdycke. 
The same photo appears in an unrelated article 
in the March/April issue of Horizons, the PW 
magazine. 
     FPC is fortunate to have the 
services of such generous and 
talented photographers as Don and 
Ann Opdycke.

     “Standing on the Shoulders of 
Empowered Women” was the theme 
of the U.S.A. Mission Experience to the 
Finger Lakes Region of New York last 
July. Participants explored how this 
region and its people have shaped our 
culture and the way we relate to one another, 
particularly through the abolition and women’s 
suffrage movements. The 2020 Women’s 
History Month theme is “Valiant Women of the 
Vote.” This theme and the trip remind us that 
our opportunities and rights were nurtured by 
visionaries who came before us and sometimes 
still stand beside us.
     “Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise.” 
—Proverbs 13:20
     This is the second article in 
a series that lifts up poignant 
stories of sisters in our beloved 
organization, and the women who 
loved them into PW. In November, 
we will cast our votes in a national 
election thanks to valiant women 
of the vote. But this month, we 
celebrate the women who empower 
us in living out the PW Purpose.
    Many Presbyterian women will recognize Anna 
Bedford, who served as Horizons associate 
editor for eight years. She says of her time with 
Horizons, “This was the heady period when the 
two former branches of the Presbyterian Church 
were learning to live together as one and, at 
the same time, women were becoming more 
vocal in their demands for change. Through the 

upheaval, Presbyterian Women held steady in 
its commitment to prayer, Bible study, service 
and support of the denomination. It was an 
honor to be a voice for this purpose.” Anna 
continues to be a “voice for this purpose”—the 
PW Purpose.
 

Anna Bedford
     Anna, the daughter of Welsh missionaries 
who served in China, and her husband, Jerry, 
who devoted 35 years to Heifer International, 
have lived life with a shared purpose: To give 
their lives, including a large percentage of 

their earnings, to building up 
the world. Their generosity has 
recently blessed Presbyterian 
Women in a significant way.
     Anna and Jerry Bedford 
have established two $100,000 
endowments for Presbyterian 
Women, including the Anna 
H. Bedford Endowment for 
Presbyterian Women, in support 
of the Bible study and related 

resources.
 

Jerry and Anna Bedford
     So why did Anna feel so moved to support 
Presbyterian Women in this way? First, she 
recalls “warm memories of working with authors 
and editing their writing.” But her love of PW 
Bible study gained more depth when Anna, who 
moved to Arkansas to work beside her husband, 

learned from her southern PW 
sisters “that Bible study is the 
beating heart of Presbyterian 
Women. It unifies and 
constantly challenges us to 
think in new ways, to grow 
in faith, understanding, and 
imagination.”
     Anna continues to lead and 
attend PW studies. And she 

invites us all to live our PW lives of Purpose as 
well.
     In this Women’s History Month, who are the 
women in your personal history who brought 
you to Presbyterian Women and nurtured your 
gifts?      



• Birthdays

April

• Anniversaries

Blessings from  
your church family
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2 Dan & Kristen Kelly
 Patrick & Erin Duggan
4 Tom & Betsy Marshall
9 Lyndon & Sarah Pullman
10 David & Denise Landers
11 Ed & Jean Johnston
12 Matt DeLuca & Kris Abitz
 Rick & Lorraine Foltz
14 Buck & Peggy Fry
 Todd & Heather Rippy
 Bob & Beverley Scholten

18 James-Allen & Jennifer McPheeters
22 Jonathan & Aimee Angel
 James Millikan & Dottie Albright
23 Willie Sutton & Stephanie Stewart
24 Ken & Carol Papa
27 Jeff & Monica Steiner
 Fred & Kim Becking
28 Andy Reasoner & Beth Byron-Reasoner
 Daryl & Maggie Alsum
30 Andy & Lindsey Capps

1 Marcia Schaper
 Sara Jenoure
2 Michelle Young
 Jane Nicholl
 Melinda Marsh
3 Mike Kopel
 Nancy Phillips
4 Ryan LeBlanc
5 Barb Andrews
 Shirley Morey
 William Klick
 Sandy Nall
6 Ron Wright
 Allyson Cooney
7 Naomi Pearson
 William Michael Duggan
 Abby Steinwachs
 John Matta
8 Marvin Miller
 Denny Geer
 John Smith
9 Ben Knudsen
10 Irene Dulaney
 Brianne Zulauf
 Frank Frey
 Elijah Bressan
11 Carol Papa
 Jack McDonald
12 Patty Dulaney
 Doris Harff
 Helen Biggar
 Kara Steinman
 Rick Spaulding, Sr
13 Pat Maloney
 Kim West
 Zoe Raynor
 Tommy Cardinal

13 James Brearley
 Jim Leslie
14 John Edwards
 Emanuel Rosa
 Nick Steinman
15 Judy Melly
 Carol Brightman
16 Glenn Millar
 Dean Ward
 Beth Byron-Reasoner
 Chloe Westerberg
17 Haleigh Smoot
 Mick Dean
 John Edwards
18 Barbara Atkins
 Tom Bell
 Jack Keeley
 Carmen Pedicini
 Layton Huber
 Anna Bedford
 David Gulliver
19 Claire Johnson
 Jason Bell
 Jeffrey Bell
20 Jane Barr
 Selena Smith
 Mariah Martin
21 Isabella Becking
 Linda Hollen
22 Travis Barnes
 Roy Yahraus
 Ethan Schwab
 Patti Wrobel
 Jodilyn Khuu
23 John Allen
 Casey Catlin

24 Suzie Hatatah
25 Sam Keeley, Jr.
 Kim Williams
 Kim Thomas-Cain
 Travis Taaffe
 Margaret Torrence
26 Mia Radcliffe
27 Lisa Sabin
28 Micki Knowles
 Bev Wright
 Caroline Davis
 Guillermo Contreras
 Jessica Rae Widener
 Ellis Frandsen
29 Max Steiner
 Linda Hart
 Joan Callan
30 Stephanie Stewart



Cross Connections
First Presbyterian Church
2050 Oak Street
Sarasota, FL 34237-7038

(941) 955-8119
www.FirstPresSarasota.org

Return Service Requested

• Offering
           In Isaiah 58, God issues a call 

and a challenge—to love one 
another more deeply by sharing 
what we have with those in 
need. Together, we become the 

household of God where those seeking shelter, 
food and renewed hope are welcome. 
     Received during the season of Lent, One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is the single, greatest 
way that Presbyterians come together every 
year to build God’s household and welcome 
our neighbors in need around the world. We 
provide relief from natural disasters, food 
for the hungry, and support for the poor and 
oppressed. Each gift to OGHS helps to improve 
the lives of people in challenging situations 
through three impactful programs: 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: Works 
alongside communities as they  recover and 
find hope after the devastation of natural or 
human-caused disasters.

Presbyterian Hunger Program: Takes action to 
alleviate hunger and the  systemic causes of 
poverty so all may be fed.

Self-Development of People: Invests in 
communities responding to their  experiences 
of racism, oppression, poverty and injustice and 
educates Presbyterians about the impact of 
these societal ills.

     This special offering will be received on 
Easter, April 12. If we all do a little, it adds up 
to a lot!




