Dear friends,

CROSSCONNECTIONS
September

2020

As I write, Lee and I are two weeks away
from beginning our journey to Sarasota, three
weeks away from my first day in the church
office. Though many preparations remain to
be made, I am eager to be with you.
Transitional seasons are challenging under
the best of circumstances; and the events
of this year, both locally and globally, have
shaken many of us to our cores. We continue
to discover unsettling things about ourselves,
our leaders, our culture, and our church. But
the witness of our faith proclaims that grace is to be found here, especially here. For
the moments in which we acknowledge our vulnerability, those also are the moments
in which we make ourselves most available to the transforming mercy of God. When
our veneers fall away—when we open our hearts to the unlikely witness of others—
when we pray from the places of our deepest need—God opens the door to a new
kind of life.
A search committee once asked me to boil down to a single line what I hope to
convey in worship. Best I remember, my response was: You are loved, completely;
and you are needed, urgently. Hear that. You are held by a love that will never let you
go. No matter what. And your gifts will be required if we are to inhabit faithfully the
call to justice and joy that God keeps giving to the broken body that is the Church.
In the words of our Book of Order, we cannot be who God is calling us to be without
the energy, intelligence, imagination and love of each one.
I owe such a debt of gratitude to the community of FPC, Sarasota. You loved me
through my childhood. You helped me to know the God whose love frees us from fear
and whose call invites us to joyful service. You welcomed me back for a short season
in 2016, and now I look forward to sharing a transformational season with you as we
prepare for the next chapter of your life and ministry.
I have been moved by conversations with your session; your Bridge Pastor, Kathi
Wiggins; and your Administrative Commission and presbytery leadership. I am eager
to reconnect with your staff. So many of you are lending your time, hope, and faith
to the promise of deeper communion and ministry in that place. I cannot wait to join
you in that work. It will be a joy to renew existing friendships and to form new ones.
Thank you for the privilege of this invitation.
In hope and trust,

Rev. Margaret LaMotte Torrence

• From Bridge Pastor Kathi Wiggins
May the God who gives hope fill you with great joy.
May you have perfect peace as you trust in God.
May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with hope.
- Romans 15:13 (NIRV)
It has been a joy to worship and work with you
over the past five months as we grappled with
the dual challenges of pastoral transitions and
COVID-19. Thank you for your warm welcome
– albeit in cyberspace! Thank you for your
prayers and encouragement; your willingness
to stay-the-course as we sought God’s will
together.
It has been an honor to work with the
Session and staff. You have a strong leadership
team and are blessed to be able to welcome
Rev. Margaret Torrence as Transitional Pastor.
As for me, I return to full-time retirement with
every confidence that God is at work in you and
through you.
May love, joy, peace and hope be yours,

Pastor Kathi

• Come and Walk Our Labyrinth
The labyrinth is open daily for the congregation
and community for prayer, meditation, and
reflection. Pamphlets to guide users are available
at the labyrinth which is located in front of the
fellowship hall. For more information call the
church office at (941) 955-8119.

I am Michael Fingerle and I am one of
the leaders for the Stephen Ministry at First
Presbyterian Church. Being a leader for a team
of people who come alongside those who are
suffering loss feels like such an important work.
It does not, however, keep grief, sadness, loss,
and pain from being part of one’s own life. In
just the last several months I, too, have suffered
the death of several friends, relatives, and have
had to mourn alongside friends who lost their
parents. Most recently, my mother contracted
COVID-19 and passed away due to the disease
and complications brought on by her dementia.
I am deeply saddened and have all the feelings
one would expect. I also have something that
is a wonderful solace, and that is a team of
Stephen Ministers and fellow leaders who are
so very skilled at listening, comforting, and
simply being there for me. My heart has been
helped by my friends and colleagues in ministry
at First Presbyterian Church. I am grateful.
Stephen Ministers are members of our
congregation who listen, care, encourage, and
provide confidential, emotional, and spiritual
support for people experiencing a difficult
time. You may have found yourself sinking into
depression, fear, doubt, and frustration during
these recent months of the virus. You may
be also suffering loneliness, not being able to
attend church or see family and friends. These
are the very experiences and needs that the
Stephen Ministry is prepared to address. Please
do not be afraid to reach out, especially if you
are more and more overwhelmed by these
feelings.
If you or someone you know needs a
Stephen Minister, please call the church office
(941-955-8119) to speak with Cheryl Track, Faith
Community Nurse or Steven Phillips, Director
of Music Ministries and Congregational Care. I
know firsthand how valuable their ministry has
been for me.
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• An Update On Our Church Finances
by Craig Gesell, Co-moderator Business Affairs
As we begin our sixth month of the pandemic
“normalcy” and begin to turn the corner on
our transition to new leadership, we wanted
to provide you with an update on our church
finances. Since we have not been able to meet
on campus as a church family for over five
months, it is not surprising that our revenues —
pledge and non-pledge collections, and facility
utilization fees — have fallen behind budget for
the year. Pledge receipts, the financial lifeblood
of our church, are down 3% to budget through
the first seven months of the year. This is a
relatively good position to be in during this
strange time but also may be a bit misleading
as a number of you have already fulfilled your
total pledge for the year and we expect the
pledge collections for the remainder of the
year to wane.
Our non-pledge receipts and facility use fees,
on the other hand, are down 40% compared
to budget. As we head into the traditionally
slow summer and early-fall season, and with
no specific timing on reopening our facilities
for worship, we are expecting this trend to
continue.
The positive news is that we are making
necessary adjustments to our spending and are
doing what we can to conserve our financial
resources by eliminating and/or delaying nonessential spending. And, we are finding creative
ways to continue to support our congregation
with a weekly worship experience, providing
opportunities to connect virtually, and
continuing to support our mission partners as
well as our community.
During times of social upheaval and
disruption, people need and value the religious
community the most. We need your help now,
more than ever, to maintain our missions and
ministries and service to our community. Your
financial support makes this possible.
We want to thank you for your faithful giving
and remind everyone that even though we
are not meeting together in-person, there are
several ways to continue to support our church.

WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG

• Pledges and Offerings
ONLINE GIVING
If you are interested in giving
electronically
through
our
secure e-giving process, please
visit FirstPresSarasota.org and
select the online giving button,
or scan the QR code at left with
your mobile device.
TEXT GIVING
Are you interested in the convenience of
contributing by text message? Text FPC2050
to 73256 to donate via text. Standard rates
may apply.
MAIL-IN GIVING
During this time when the church campus is
closed, all mail, including contribution checks,
securely arrives to our church office. Our same
trusted system of processing, recording and
depositing gifts goes on.

• A Picture of Communion
in Your Home
As a community of faith, we share in the Lord's
Supper via our online services of worship. The
Sacrament of Communion began in one room
with a small group of people. The Spirit of
Christ is with us and we are one regardless
of geographic distance.
Followers of Christ, the world over, gather
on World Communion Sunday, celebrating the
Lord's Supper amidst Scripture, prayers and
liturgy, remembering the mystery of faith that
feeds our soul and offers us grace.
As we look forward to World Communion
Sunday this year on October 4, our Worship
and Music Committee asks that you take
photos of yourself/selves with your home
communion—your own ''Bread and Cup” in
your home setting—on Sunday September 6.
Please email your photos to Rachel Martin at
RMartin@firstpressarasota.org by September
20. The pictures will be used for a special slide
show shown during the October 4 World
Communion Sunday service.
You are a cherished part of the FPC family!
Together
we continue to
faithfully and
creatively join as sisters and brothers in Christ.
3
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• Growing Strong Together

by Clare Carter, Preschool Director

The start of every school year is usually exciting for parents, children and teachers.
This year, as you all know so well, has been far from usual. As we begin our seventy-third
year it would be easy to look at the glass as half empty. But like all good early childhood
educators, the preschool teachers, staff and I are looking at the many things for which
we are grateful. And, the first place we look to say thank-you is to our church. Did you
know that First Presbyterian Church created this important children’s ministry in 1947?
[To bring that home, in that year: the Cold War was upon us, Jackie Robinson broke
the Major League Baseball color barrier, the first Ferraris rolled off assembly lines, the
average cost of a new home was $6,600, and a gallon of gas, just fifteen cents.]
From that first day in 1947, the Preschool has enjoyed a beautiful, symbiotic relationship
with the church, with each providing support and lifeblood for the other. We wholly
cherish this relationship with the church and are committed to its continued strength
and reciprocal well-being.
We are dedicated to creating an educational program for children that instills a love
for God and learning. The preschool staff spent many weeks preparing the classrooms
and the playground so that everything will be safe and just right for the first day of
school. The classrooms are once again filled with singing, laughter and learning. We feel
blessed to have a respite from the world outside of our walls for a few hours each day.
Please be in prayer for our preschool as we begin the new school year. We appreciate
having a home for our school and ministry and pray we will be here—growing strong
together—for generations to come.

WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG
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• Grace and Gratitude Class
This six-week class will explore two important
theological terms of Reformed and Presbyterian
identity and conviction: “Grace and Gratitude.”
These two words have an important history
within our tradition, and they live on in vigorous
ways today. The terms together are “our gift
to the wider church.” We see the essence of
Christian faith captured in the combination,
“Grace and Gratitude.” This is our witness to
God’s extravagant love expressed in Jesus
Christ—grace, and our response as Christ’s
disciples, committed thankfully to doing God’s
work in this world—gratitude.
We see ourselves as receivers of grace daily,
and express gratitude to God for this grace in
Christ by our actions and commitments. This
combination brings meaning and significance
to all we receive and do. Grace and gratitude
energize us to receive God’s love and express
that love continually in worship, work, and
service to Jesus Christ.
The class one-hour class on Tuesdays at 11:00
a.m. will be offered via Zoom teleconference:
September 8: Grace and Gratitude
September 15: Grace - The Announcement of
the Gospel
September 22: Confession of Sin as an Act of
Freedom
September 29: Passing the Peace –
Foundation of Grateful Living
October 6:
God’s Law - Guide for Grateful
Living
October 13:
Living Gratitude
The class will be led by Elaine Barnett, a
member of First Presbyterian Church, an
ordained Elder and a Certified Christian
Educator. She has served two congregations
in North Carolina as their Director of Christian
Education and two presbyteries in Florida as
the Associate Executive Presbyter.
To attend the classes, find the links in the
News@First
or
www.firstpressarasota.org
under the Grow tab and then Adult Education.

• What the Bible Says
About Racism Class
Rev. Doug DeCelle
will lead a six-week
class on the subject
of Racial Justice. This
class will examine our
Christian beliefs in light
of today’s concern. This will be a virtual class
on Wednesdays at 12:00 noon for one hour:
September 9, 16, 23 and 30 and October 7 and
14. To attend classes, please go to Doug’s website
http://www.douglasdecelle.net/what-the-biblesays-about-racism/.
Doug is a retired pastor and experienced
educator. He serves as a Parish Associate at First
Presbyterian Church. Doug is actively involved
in the Manasota Interracial Book Club and
frequently blogs about books being read and
discussed by the Book Club. His participation
is one facet of his desire to be an advocate for
social justice.

• FPC Mission and Justice
Committee Seeking Family
Promise Co-coordinator
Family Promise has 22 congregations
in Sarasota teaming up together to shelter
homeless children and their families and return
them to permanent long-term housing and
jobs. We are delighted that Joanne Simons
has volunteered to be one of the two new cocoordinator for First Presbyterian's participation
with Family Promise. One other person is now
needed to share this leadership role with
Joanne. The position involves organizing FPC
volunteers to supply food and shelter at the
church, one week every three months. During
the COVID-19 quarantine, that requirement
might be much less.
Thank you for prayerfully considering
partnering with Joanne Simons in the leadership
of this vital FPC ministry. Please contact
Barbara Chase, previous FPC Family Promise
Coordinator (Email:bchase37l7@comcast.net
Phone: 941-953-5092), or Joanne Simons, new
Co-coordinator (Email: SimonsJCl@gmail.com
Phone: 703-798-7330) to find out more about
the position.
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• Meet Margaret
How like God to invite us to come full circle—to draw us back to a place that blessed us—to ask us
to return with some blessing of our own.
I owe much to the community of First Presbyterian Church, Sarasota. My family first arrived late in
1969—just a week before Christmas. I was seven. My father had been called to be Pastor/Head of
Staff at FPCS. We moved into the house that once stood across from the fellowship hall—where you
now park your cars. We were still living there when I left for college, almost ten years later. In the
meantime, you welcomed me into the family of the church.
When I was nine, you let me play the piano (badly!) for the “cherub choir.” Later, you trusted me
with your children in the nursery. Even before I was able to drive, one of you offered me my first job.
People like Emilie Kimbrough and Barby McKown were my Sunday School teachers and youth group
leaders. Always you were planting seeds, being the church, trusting in God’s future.
It was among you that I first sensed God’s presence in the stillness, in the body gathered for worship,
in ancient texts, in all the odd offerings we bring, in our turning toward the world. It would be some
years before I felt a pull toward seminary, but memories of this place continued to form me.
By the time I began seminary in 1995, I had been married to my college sweetheart (Lee) for 10
years and welcomed a young son and daughter (Nate and Hanna) to our family. Since finishing
at Princeton, I have served five wonderful churches, most recently as the Interim Head of Staff at
University Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill.
Our kids are well launched. Nate is a community mental health therapist on Martha’s Vineyard, and
has just announced his engagement to Luiza Mouzinho. We could not be more delighted. Hanna is a
senior data scientist in Chicago, and the family’s most accomplished baker, dancer, and logician. Lee
and I celebrated our thirty-fifth anniversary this year. He works (remotely) for a tech company based
in Raleigh, which makes it possible for us to begin this journey in Sarasota together.
I am excited about returning to you, but also aware that we never step in the same river twice. Always
God is calling us to new life, new relationships—new risks—for the sake of the world God loves.
I am so hopeful about your future. By the grace of God, we will face each challenge and celebrate
each discovery together.
Until soon!

WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG
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Margaret LaMotte Torrence
Formal Education
Master of Divinity – May 2000, Princeton Theological Seminary
Bachelor of Arts – May 1983, Davidson College, Davidson, NC

Pastoral Experience
- Interim Pastor/Head of Staff, University Presbyterian Church,
Chapel Hill, NC, Sept. 2017 – July 2019
- Interim Associate Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Sarasota, FL,
January-September 2016
- Interim Pastor and Head of Staff,
Black Mountain Presbyterian Church, June 2014 - April 2015
- Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care, First Presbyterian Church, Asheville, NC 2006-2013
- Interim Pastor (Solo), First Presbyterian Church, Plainsboro, NJ, August 2000 to June 2002
Recipient of the Arthur Paul Rech Memorial Prize in Theology and Pastoral Ministry, May 1999
Theologian in Residence, Montreat Conference Center, Summer 2006
Guest Preacher, Anderson Auditorium, Montreat’s Summer Worship Series, 2005
Summer Liturgy Writer, Montreat Conference Center, Summers 2014 and 2010

Further Training/Certification
Two-year program in Spiritual Direction, Haden Institute, Mt. Carmel, Ontario – Sept 2012 - May 2014
The Practice of Transitional Ministry – Mo Ranch, Texas, October 2019
Interim Ministry Training – Interim Ministry Network, Montreat, NC, Summer 2000

Publications
Liturgy Contributor: Feasting on the Word, Worship Companion – John Knox Press
Commentary Series Contributor: Feasting on the Word, Preaching the Revised Common
Lectionary, and Feasting on the Gospels, Luke.
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• Forgiveness Can Improve Mental and Physical Health
by Rev. Paul Reiter
Spiritual Director
Several years ago the American Psychological
Association released a study showing that
there is a relationship between forgiveness and
our own mental health. Everett Worthington,
PhD, studied forgiveness for nearly a decade
when he was faced with the worst possible
opportunity to put his research to the test:
His mother was murdered in a home invasion.
Though police were confident they'd identified
the perpetrator, the man was never prosecuted.
There was no justice. But despite the tragic
nature of that loss, it didn't mean forgiveness
was off the table. Worthington had applied
forgiveness many times before, but never to
such a large and sweeping personal event. He
was surprised to discover that he was able to
forgive the young man quite quickly. While
Worthington would hardly describe himself as
a superstar forgiver, he said that the skills he
learned in practice earlier came to bear. He said,
"I had a professor in grad school that gave me a
B, and it took me 10 years to forgive that guy."
Most of us will never be faced with forgiving
such a devastating offense as the murder of a
loved one—an example that some psychologists
describe as "heroic forgiveness." Yet we can
probably all benefit from being more forgiving.
In my life I have had multiple times to practice
forgiveness from the betrayal of a friend, to the
loss of a marriage. Whether you've suffered a
minor slight or a major grievance, learning to
forgive those who hurt you can significantly
improve both psychological well-being and
physical health. Worthington says, "Forgiveness
is a topic that's psychological, social and biological,"
and he adds. "It's the true mind-body connection."
While most of us might think that forgiveness
is letting go or moving on there is probably more
to it then that. Bob Enright, PhD, a psychologist
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, who
pioneered the study of forgiveness over 30
years ago says, “True forgiveness goes a step
further; it is offering something positive—
empathy, compassion, understanding—toward
the person who hurt you.”
Spiritually, I was helped with a reflection
from Frederick Buechner, a pastor, writer, and
theologian who framed it this way:
WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG

“To forgive somebody is to say, one way
or another, ‘You have done something
unspeakable, and by all rights I should call
it quits between us. Both my pride, and my
principles demand no less. However, although I
make no guarantees that I will be able to forget
what you’ve done and though we may both
carry the scars for life, I refuse to let it stand
between us. I still want you for my friend.’ To
accept forgiveness means to admit that you’ve
done something unspeakable that needs to be
forgiven, and thus both parties must swallow
the same thing: their pride.
This seems to explain what Jesus means
when he says to God, ‘Forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.’
Jesus is not saying that God’s forgiveness is
conditional upon our forgiving others.
In the first place, forgiveness that’s
conditional isn’t really forgiveness at all, just
Fair Warning; and in the second place, our
unforgiving-ness is among those things about
us which we need to have God forgive us
most. What Jesus apparently is saying is that
the pride which keeps us from forgiving is the
same pride which keeps us from accepting
forgiveness—and will God please help us do
something about it.
When somebody you’ve wronged forgives
you, you’re spared the dull and self-diminishing
throb of a guilty conscience. When you forgive
somebody who has wronged you, you’re spared
the dismal corrosion of bitterness and wounded
pride.
For both parties, forgiveness means the
freedom again to be at peace inside your own
skin and be glad in each other’s presence.”
-from Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC

And maybe that is where the restoration to
physical and mental health really kicks in. While
there is nothing wrong with healthy anger,
when anger is very deep and long-lasting, it can
do a number on us systemically. I have found
that when I get rid of anger, my muscles relax,
I am less anxious, I have more energy, and my
immune system strengthens. And that is not
a bad thing during these days of living with
COVID-19. I would invite you to pause and think:
Is there someone you need to forgive today? If
so, I invite you to sit quietly, decide what you need
to do next and let God begin to bring the healing.
If you would like to talk further, please feel free to
contact me: Rev. Paul Reiter, Spiritual Director,
preiter47@me.com, phone: (314) 795-2547
9

SURE

submitted by Dorothy Murphy
SURE Team Leader
We are very happy to
report that SURE has had a
fantastic year financially and we at FPC have
exceeded our goals in spite of the challenges of
having to cancel some of our major in-person
Network meetings due to the Coronavirus.
God is at work in us and through us. We are
realizing our power to affect change.
We are entering a new season and will be
starting our Listening Process through virtual
small group meetings in September. We hope
as many of you as possible will say yes to the
invitation to participate in the on-line meetings
which play a key part in building momentum
for our Justice work at FPC.
As with the Network and Research meetings
with the 23 other churches in Sarasota, these
“house meetings” help us build stronger
relationships as well as determine the agenda
going forward for the work we do to bring
about a more just community. Your voice and
participation are valuable at whatever level you
can commit and will strengthen our impact with
community leaders.
Thank you for your participation and your
faithfulness to the call of Micah 6:8.
Dorothy Murphy, George Chorba, Pat Higgins
FPC SURE Team leaders

Update from Brandon Buker-Henshaw
SURE Lead Organizer
SURE continues to press for critical changes
to three systems in our community: education,
criminal justice and affordable housing.
Education
This spring SURE leaders secured
commitments from several school board
members as well as school district staff to
continue the restorative practices program
that we won last year. This fall three new
elementary schools, Brentwood, Tuttle, and
Atwater, will join the pilot program. We expect
that the culture change that is brought about
by a rigorous implementation will improve
classroom culture for teachers and students,
decrease out-of-school suspension rates, and
ultimately improve outcomes for students,
such as increased graduation rates.

Criminal Justice
After SURE’s Solidarity Rally this summer, State
Attorney Ed Brodsky tentatively committed to
work with our leadership to develop an adult
civil citation program.
SURE leaders began pushing for the
implementation of this program after we heard
dozens of stories about unnecessary arrests
during the 2019 Listening Process. We learned
that thousands of adults are arrested every
year in Sarasota County for first-time nonviolent offenses, like driving without a license.
These arrests leave a permanent record that
makes it difficult to secure housing, education,
employment, and so much more.
Meanwhile, other counties around the state
of Florida, including Polk and Pinellas, have
begun issuing alternatives to arrests for many
first-time non-violent offenders. There are
consequences for these actions, but not the
lifelong brand that too many in our community
have been faced with.
Affordable Housing
For five years SURE leaders have been hearing
from the City of Sarasota that “there just isn’t
any money for affordable housing.” However,
this year the City saw nearly $3 million come
into the City’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund.
When SURE leaders asked about how that
money will be used, it was suggested that the
money might be spent to build 20 single family
homes that would be sold for $200,000 each.
SURE leaders will continue pressing during the
upcoming budget process for the money to
be spent in line with SURE’s proposal, which
would leverage that same $3 million to build
over 200 units that would be affordable for
working class families.
Our community is in an affordable housing
crisis worsened by COVID-19. It is unacceptable
for the city to use what money is in the budget
in an inefficient manner that does NOT target
the vulnerable in our community. Please keep
your eye out for how to add your voice to ours
as these budget hearings approach.
In September, be part of the Virtual Listening
Process and celebrate the everlasting love that
God has for all people. Plan to attend the SURE
Community Problems Assembly Monday,
October 5, 6:00 p.m. (place to be announced).
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• A Place for You! Knitters Needed
for Prayer Shawl Ministry
If you know how to knit and are open to
sharing your talent by serving from your own
home, please consider becoming involved. This
ministry is a part of the deacons' ministry to
our church family.
Our beloved sister in Christ, Marti Clapp, who
died this past April, coordinated the FPC Prayer
Shawl Ministry. She contributed countless
hours knitting beautiful prayer shawls which
have been given by our Pastoral Care Team to
comfort those from our congregation in need,
whether through illness or bereavement.
As a way of honoring Marti Clapp's legacy
and continuing the special ministry she led for
many years, we would like to keep this unique
and valued ministry active. If you are interested,
please leave a message on the church voice
mail and someone from the church staff will call
you back (941) 955-8119.

• A Prayer for the Pandemic
May we who are inconvenienced remember
those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factors remember
those who are most vulnerable.
May we who are working from home
remember those who must choose between
preserving their health and making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care
for our children when their schools close
remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
remember those who have no place to go.
May we who are losing our marginal money
in the tumult of the economic market
remember those who have no margin at all.
May we who settle in for quarantine at
home remember those who have no home.

• Presbyterian Women
Monthly Bible Study
Resumes
Good news! The monthly Tuesday
morning PW Bible study led by Jean Luker
resumes on Tuesday, September 8 at 10:30
a.m. via Zoom teleconference. Our September
meeting will complete the 2019-2020 Horizons
study, Love Carved In Stone, lessons 8 and
9. In October, we will begin the new 20202021 Horizons study, Into the Light: Finding
Hope Through Prayers of Lament. The study
guide is optional. All women of the church are
welcome to join in and participate any point
in the study series. Please email Rachel Martin
(RMartin@firstpressarasota.org) to request the
weblink to join the Zoom meeting.

WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG

During this time when we cannot physically
wrap our arms around each other, let us
find ways to be the loving embrace of God
to our neighbors. Amen.
The Cincinnati Interfaith Hospitality Network

• Thank You from the
Mission and Justice Committee
Thank you!
Thank You! — to all
who contributed to
the August 15 “Share
Some Love” drive-through collection of nonperishable food and personal care items. Your
generous gifts filled a Jeep Cherokee with just
enough room for a driver and a monetary gift
of $750 for Second Chance, Last Opportunity.
We are happy to support the efforts of Second
Chance, Last Opportunity to provide muchneeded relief to our neighbors in the Newtown
area of Sarasota, many of whom are struggling
with the effects of COVID-19 and closures. Thank
you for being the hands and feet of Jesus!
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• Invest in Children
by Jinny Miller

Thank you, First Presbyterian Church family, for
your outpouring of love in the form of supplies
and financial gifts for Brentwood Elementary
School! With cash gifts of over $700, additional
backpacks, a bunch of bike helmets, and other
supplies were purchased for the students.
Since the pandemic is stretching the budgets
of many of the Brentwood families, the gifts
you have given are even more needed. Thank
you for your generous support and, above all,
your love!
We’ve already received touching emails from
Brentwood. The following was from Principal
John Weida after reading an email about the
delivery of our supplies to Brentwood . . .
Good Morning, First Presbyterian Church!
I just took a nice, refreshing, deep breath as
I was reading this email.
I just wanted to send a real, honest, thank
you. Knowing that you are in the background
working your magic to support our students
gives me a sense of relief, a sense of hope in all
of this unbelievable chaos!
Thank you!

For the last two years, our church has provided
a well-received “Welcome Back” breakfast for
Brentwood teachers and staff as they returned
to school after summer break. This year we
repeated the event, though it was in a different
form because of COVID-19. Thanks go to
George Chorba who coordinated the breakfast
this year for the Brentwood Superstars!
The following was from Holly Brody,
Assistant Principal, as she looked forward to
the “Welcome Back Breakfast” our church
provided for the teachers and staff this year.
We are so grateful for this opportunity. It will
bring some much needed levity to our campus.
We have so many that are so worried and this
will boost morale. THANK YOU!
		

		

Schools began in Sarasota County on August
31. Please pray for the students, teachers and
administrators as they start the school year in
the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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• Birthdays
1

2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17

Anna Marshall
Caleb Smith
Pat Higgins
Allison Tracy
Jo Watson
Charlie Weitekamp
Jim Murphy
John Garcia
Nancy Tatum
Doug Anderson
Tony Williams
Martie Smith
Sue Simpson
Miles John
Margie Young
Hans Ooms
Nancy Lindsley
Stephanie Edwards
Mary Willis
Dale Learn
Carl Stover
Kate Schwab
George Buermann
Jean Kirkpatrick
Ashton Smith
Cameron Whitford
Tom Lankford
Kate DeLuca
Meredith Sims
Liliana Vargas
Jack Simpson
Andrew Landers
Grace Hutchens
Kelly Fitzgerald
Dottie Albright
Sarah Pullman
Ali Tarnowsky
Patty McGuire

18

19
20

21
22

23

24

25
27

28

Patrick Hallinan
Jeanne Noe
Dana Bauer
John McLeod
Judy Hord
Phil Khuu
Lois Bowen
Aiden Hougland
Jackie Wright
Xander Jiva
Ted Eastmoore
Ronald Saba
Cindy Hallinan
Tony Morris
Phyllis DuBois
Karen Olson
Susan Gillespie
Meaghan Schatzman
Doug Tarnowsky
Jim Brown
Ansley Morris
Mary Jo Steltmann
Helen Corcoran
Jason Smith, Sr
Tom Singleton, III
Ric Saba
Ken Papa
Julie Klick
Brian Bowen
Nan LeVan
Shane Mathis
Linda Lahm
Charlie Botsford
Avery Kyser
Jan Matthews
Jerry Blanton
Amy Stine
Kim Whitford

• Anniversaries
3
5
7
14
15
17
18
23
24
25
26

29

30

Sue Cole
Allan Varner
Ron Miller
John Parks
Christine Harrington
Joe Dogoli
Jean Fulton
Daniel Clissold
Caroline Clissold
Emily O'Neill
Keeley Alsum
Madeline Alsum
Ed Johnston

September

Blessings from
your church family

Hal & Gretchen Serrie
Rich & Jenn McGuire
Bill & Cynde Mutryn
Tom & Bonnie Lankford
Scott & Clare Carter
Guillermo & Margarita Contreras
Wes & Billie Burquest
Steve & Beth Knopik
Mark & Tonya Johnson
Richard & Robin John
Timothy & Jennifer Hall
Branford & Yajaira Adumuah
Ric & Lisa Saba
Rob & Linda Harrison
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Cross Connections
First Presbyterian Church
2050 Oak Street
Sarasota, FL 34237-7038
(941) 955-8119
www.FirstPresSarasota.org

Return Service Requested

• Dial Hope
Dial Hope is a daily
devotional program,
founded by the late
Dr. Roger Kunkel,
former parish associate of our church. For
encouragement and hope, every single day,
please dial 941-955-8929 or go to dialhope.org.

Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume
38 Issue #9. Please submit articles for the next
issue by September 15, 2020. Articles submitted are
proofed and edited.

