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Dear friends, 

     You have been patient, and I have not done an adequate job of keeping you informed 
of the session’s thinking about reopening during these uncertain months. I apologize 
for that, and want to share some news about upcoming worship opportunities.

Sundays, February 14 and February 21 at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
   As we watch COVID rates trending down and reports of vaccinations increasing, 
and so anticipate a gradual return to worship, the session has decided to open the 
sanctuary on Sundays, February 14, and February 21, for two “trial run” viewings of our 
recorded worship service, which will be projected on the screen in the sanctuary. (As 
numbers dictate, and technology allows, we may use the Fellowship Hall for a second 
worship space.) We’ll ask worshipers to register in advance, and will require masks 
and social distancing. Doors will be propped open to ensure optimum ventilation. The 
recorded service also will remain available online, for those who prefer to participate 
from home.

     To sweeten the experience, on Sunday, February 14, the Rev. Dr. Clayton Thomas, 
who was your beloved associate pastor between the years of 2006-2013, will be our 
preacher. The wonders of technology will allow us to be led in worship by Clay, even as 
he remains in Chattanooga, TN. He is eager to convey his gratitude to all of you for the 
nurture, patience and encouragement you offered to him, in his first call to the Ministry 
of Word and Sacrament. 

     Beyond February 14 and 21: The session will meet again on Tuesday, February 23 
to evaluate the experience of these two services, and to decide on next steps. The 
session is aware that a service on campus at 11:00 a.m. does not combine well with 
Zoom Sunday School classes at 10:00 a.m. When we set up an ongoing schedule, we 
will seek to do a better job of accommodating our classes.

One Additional Worship Opportunity in February: 
On Wednesday, February 17, we will mark the beginning of Lent with a live service in 
the sanctuary, beginning at 5:30 p.m., as we honor Ash Wednesday. (Live video feed 
of the service also will be available through a link on our website.) Come pray, ponder, 
and be lifted in worship by the voice of Syreeta Banks. More details are on page 3.

And in closing, don’t forget that we will have a very brief annual congregational 
meeting on Sunday, February 28 at 12:15 p.m., by Zoom. More details are on page 3.

With gratitude for your patience and encouragement in so many arenas,

To register call the church office (941) 955-8119 or use SignUpGenius

February 14:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BAEAC29A1FC1-worship

February 21:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BAEAC29A1FC1-worship1

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BAEAC29A1FC1-worship1
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• Updates on COVID-19  Vaccines
   from Cheryl Track, Faith Community Nurse 

     Long-term care facilities in our area are on 
a priority list for getting the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Doctors Hospital, Sarasota Memorial and 
Manatee Memorial Hospitals have received the 
first allocation of the vaccine. As the general 
public gets closer to having the vaccine available, 
it is important to be reviewing reputable sources 
about the vaccines and have a conversation with 
your doctor if you are unsure about receiving 
the vaccine. The CDC is an excellent resource, 
updating the site often, and is a fluid document. 
(www.CDC.gov)
     THE BOTTOM LINE: Getting vaccinated is 
one of the many steps you can take to protect 
yourself and others from COVID-19. Stopping the 
pandemic requires using all the tools available. 
Vaccines work with your immune system so your 
body will be ready to fight the virus if you are 
exposed. Other steps like covering your mouth 
and nose with a mask when around others, 
staying at least six feet away from others, 
avoiding crowds, and washing your hands often 
help reduce your chance of being exposed to 
the virus or spreading it to others. 
     Here are some excellent resources to review, 
write down any questions you may have, and 
discuss with your doctor:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
vaccines/8-things.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
vaccines/recommendations/underlying-
conditions.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
vaccines/safety.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
vaccines/different-vaccines.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html

COVID-19 Vaccinations Available for 
Seniors, Age 65+
     Appointments are filling up quickly. Manatee 
County is using a lottery system whereby you 
register and then get randomly selected to be 
scheduled for an appointment. Please be aware 
that if you have your initial shot there, you need 
to have your second shot there, too.
     The Department of Health in Manatee County 
is offering vaccinations to seniors, age 65 or 
older, by appointment. Go to their website 
for more information (https://mymanatee.
org/departments/public_safety/coronavirus_
information/covid-19_vaccine ). 
     The Department of Health in Sarasota County 
is offering vaccinations to seniors, age 65 and 
older, by appointment only. Sarasota County 
residence is not required, but snowbirds must 
remain in Sarasota County for their second 
round (28 days after the first appointment). Go 
to http://sarasota.floridahealth.gov/ for more 
information.  

The Vaccine Is Free
We are all anxious about getting the COVID 
vaccine as soon as possible. States are offering 
vaccines for free, not the federal government. 
Some counties are using Eventbrite or 
Everbridge to register; please note there is NO 
CHARGE to register. Anyone asking for money 
in exchange for an appointment is a SCAM. 
Please report suspicious solicitation to the 
Attorney General’s Office, 866-9N0-SCAM.  

Vaccine Registration Assistance for FPC 
Sarasota Seniors
     We are aware that many of our over-65 
members are quite confident with computers 
and smart-phones, but some of us may be 
frustrated by technological hurdles to signing 
up for vaccines. If you find yourself in the latter 
camp, some of our tech-savvy members have 
volunteered to help.  
     For those who need help registering online 
for the vaccination, you may call the church 
(941) 955-8119 and leave a message with your 
request. Someone will contact you to make 
arrangements to assist you. 
     Several members have offered to help 
those needing assistance. Please email info@
firstpressarasota.org if you would like to 
volunteer as well.
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• Souper Bowl  
      of Caring
     Sunday, February 7 
is Super Bowl Sunday. 
Please don’t forget to 
make your donations 
toward the “Souper 
Bowl of Caring.”  Please 
make your check out to First Presbyterian 
Church of Sarasota with “Souper Bowl” in the 
memo line.  You can also donate online (www.
firstpressarasota.org — select online giving and 
select “Souper Bowl” for fund).
     The “Souper Bowl” is a grassroots effort 
to collect donations to assist organizations 
that feed the hungry. Last year, our “Souper 
Bowl” contributions totaled over $2,000.  The 
money raised this year will help us sponsor a 
meal-packing event with Rise Against Hunger 
scheduled for Sunday, April 18. Special small 
groups and other proven safety measures will 
be used.

• Annual Congregational  
   Meeting
     Our annual congregational meeting will be held 
Sunday, February 28, by Zoom at 12:15 p.m. We 
will receive reports of the session, deacons, and 
other organizations of the church. We will also 
transact any business of the church corporation.
     The annual report booklet will be available 
online (www.firstpressarasota.org under the 
“Stewardship” tab) and through News@First, 
beginning on Friday, February 19.  If you would 
like a printed copy you can receive one at the 
worship service on Sunday, February 21 or call 
the church office (941) 955-8119 to pick one up 
during the week of February 22 - 26 from 9:30 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m.   If you need one mailed to you 
please let us know.

• Ash Wednesday - February 17
  What God Can Do With Dust
     Ash Wednesday worship has been called 
“the most honest service of the year,” for it 
brings us face to face with our mortality and 
our humanity. In the midst of pandemic, ashes 
have particular freight. 
     You are invited to a brief service of worship 
at 5:30 p.m. on February 17, as we begin this 
year’s journey into the season of Lent. Come 
reflect, pray, and be blessed by the voice of 
Syreeta Banks. 
     If you would like to attend the worship in 
the sanctuary, please let us know that you are 
coming by calling the church office (941) 955-
8119 or signing up at SignUpGenius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B0E4BAEAC29A1FC1-ashwednesday.  
     Masks and social distancing will be required 
at the service. Ashes will be available for 
individual application.
     If you prefer to worship remotely, a live 
video feed will be available from the website 
at 5:30 p.m.  A special Ash Wednesday mailing 
will provide you with supplies, so that you may 
impose ashes at home, if you choose to do so.
Please call the church office with any questions. 

Illuminating Lent: 
A Look at the Lord’s Prayer 
     Studying together for these six weeks in 
Lent will deepen our faith and enhance our 
knowledge through the exploration of the 
Lord’s Prayer. Each session examines a part 
of the prayer, its theological understandings, 
and what it means for Reformed Christians in 
practical ways during Lent. The class begins 
the week after Ash Wednesday--February 23--
via ZOOM at 11:30 a.m. and ends Holy Week on 
March 30 at 11:30 a.m. The classes will be led by 
Elaine Barnett. 

You can sign up for this series by emailing Elaine 
at ewbarnet@me.com 
  
February 23: Introducing Lent
March 2: Upward: What We Do for God -  
 Glorify God
March 9: Inward: What God Does in Us -  
 Communion with God
March 16: Downward: What God Gives to Us - 
Providential Provisions
March 23: Forward: Where God Leads Us - 
Discipleship
March 30: Onward: What God Will Do - 
Resurrection Hope

• New Adult Education Opportunities

www.firstpressarasota.org
www.firstpressarasota.org
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Dear First Presbyterian Members,

     The staff, students and families at Brentwood Elementary want to sincerely thank you for your 
generous donations to Brentwood as of late! We can barely keep up with acknowledging all your 
kindness.  We just opened an envelope with a check for $500 for care for families.  We had boxes 
upon boxes of water bottles delivered! Not to mention your generous response for our families 
through the Blessing Tree project! We are honored that you consider Brentwood when you are able 
to give.

     It has been a trying year, but with that said, it’s our students, staff, teachers, families and community 
that have been “trying” to get through all this together.  You have been an integral part of our work 
here at Brentwood and for that we are grateful. You’ve supported us with much-needed supplies. 
Our water fountains are closed and many of our students do not have water bottles.  You’ve provided 
Brentwood branded water bottles so that our school community has what we refer to as Brentwood 
Bling!
     
     Thank you for making a difference in the lives of our 117 staff and 613 students.  Please know that 
we are working hard to improve the lives and minds of our students.  We are grateful for your support 
in this work.

Sincerely,
John Weida         Holly Brody
Principal              Assistant Principal

• Invest in Children 



• Truly, How Are You Feeling Today?
   Start a Conversation   
    submitted by Cheryl Track, Faith Community Nurse     

• First Presbyterian Church and  
   iTNSunCoast Renew Contract  
   for 2021
     For many, getting a ride is a challenge! 
That is why First Presbyterian has renewed 
its partnership with iTNSunCoast to help you 
get to our limited church events and the other 
important places you need to go.
     iTNSunCoast is a dependable, local non-
profit that provides rides using volunteer and 
paid drivers who use their own cars. Rides are 
available Monday through Friday until April 30, 
2021, due to COVID. 

Cost: If coming to a church event, you pay just 
one way! First Presbyterian will pay the other 
way and the $50 annual membership fee for 
First Presbyterian Church Members for 2021.

     If using iTN for non-church related rides, you 
will be responsible to pay the cost both ways. 
     Looking for something to do? Make a 
difference in someone’s life and in your 
community by becoming a volunteer driver! 
     For more information or to become a 
member, call (941) 364-7530 and tell them 
you are a member of First Presbyterian 
Church, or register online at itnsuncoast.
org. More questions? Contact Cheryl Track,  
(941) 320-3828.

• Dysphagia Support Group
     First Presbyterian was preparing to host a 
Dysphagia Support Group, called "The Digest," 
when the church building closed due to COVID. 
This group is currently meeting via Zoom.
     The Digest is the only support group in the 
entire state that is supported by the National 
Foundation of Swallowing Disorders (NFOSD).
     The group meets via Zoom the third Thursday 
of each month, 6:30-8:00 p.m. If you are 
interested in participating or have questions, 
Email info@dysphagiadigest.com.  

     Many people are suffering from depression and 
loneliness. They are angry, grieving, stressed, 
and worried. What is important is that we make 
a connection with others. We need to have 
open, honest conversations. When you share 
with others, you realize that someone feels the 
same as you. Reach out; connect with people 
who are important to you: family, friends, co-
workers, your church family. It’s important to 
make that connection to get through difficult 
times. 

Tips for Having a Meaningful Conversation
     We are not alone. Talking with friends or 
loved ones about experiences and feelings can 
help us cope. Use these tips and suggestions to 
get the conversation going:

• Be flexible about the format. A conversation 
can be over the phone or in person (six feet 
apart and wearing a mask as recommended). 
You might try a video chat. 
• Be ready to listen. It can help to put aside 
things that may be distracting.
• Ask open-ended questions. You may want to 
share your own experiences first to get things 
going.
• Show your concern and support by using 
phrases like “I understand” or “I’m with you” or 
“That sounds rough; how can I help?” We all 
need to be heard and validated.
• End on a positive note. Close with some hopeful 
words and make a plan to stay connected! 

Listen with Compassion
Instead of...     Try...
I know how to fix this.    Tell me more.
Stop worrying so much.    I’m here for you.
The same thing happened    I hear that; 
 to me.                 this is difficult.
It will all be fine.     I understand.
It is what it is.     I’m listening.

     Conversation is a powerful coping tool. 
Talking with friends, neighbors and loved ones 
about your feelings and concerns can relieve 
stress and promote resilience. Pick up the 
phone today!

Taken from howrightnow.org
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Criminal Justice Committee:  Be with us as 
we continue working with Sarasota’s State 
Attorney Ed Brodsky to create a justice-minded 
Adult Civil Citation Program.

Social Justice Corner
submitted by Dorothy Murphy  
SURE Team Leader

DART (Direct Action Research and 
Training Center)
     Judy and Phil Kuebbeler attended DART’s 
November training. Along with 258 other 
people of Dart affiliates, I attended an excellent 
training in January. Our small group break out 
trainings were stimulating as we practiced 
negotiating skills. The people in our group 
were from Louisville, Kentucky; Jacksonville, 
Lakeland, and Tampa, Florida.   We also heard 
from people in Richmond and Charlottesville, 
Virginia; Evansville, Indiana; Topeka, Kansas; 
and Miami, Florida.
                              Dorothy Murphy, Team Leader

     SURE, as an affiliate of DART, believes in the 
biblical story of justice.  The biblical story offers 
abundance, love, hope, promise, and community.  
In this story, loving God and your neighbor 
as yourself gives life meaning (Leviticus 19:18; 
Luke 10:27).  We believe that fighting for justice 
is fundamental to our identity as people of faith 
(Micah 6:8; Matthew 23:23-24).
     We stand over and against the “cult of money.”  
The cult of money uses consumer culture to 
promote stories of scarcity, hate, fear, despair 
and “me-ism.” In opposition to the biblical story, 
its meaning comes from accumulating more 
and better “things”, i.e., greed.
     We need the power of organized people 
to win justice (Nehemiah 5). We embrace high 
standards and rigorous accountability because 
our task is so important.  
   

Please Add These SURE Research 
Committees to Your Prayers
     I joined the SURE Affordable Housing 
Committee when it was established about four 
years ago. It has been interesting and exciting 
to meet with City and County Commissioners 
and other community leaders. All agree this 
is an issue of national concern that requires 
significant time, effort and money to move 
forward. Sometimes working with the group 
is frustrating because not much has been 
accomplished.  However, the effort continues.
                Bob Kirkpatrick, SURE Network Member
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SURE First Presbyterian Team Leaders  
George Chorba, Pat Higgins, Judy 
Kuebbeler, Dorothy Murphy and Ann 
Opdyke invite you to: 

An Important First Presbyterian 
Network Rally

Monday, February 15 at 6:00 p.m.
(most likely via Zoom)

All SURE Members, and interested parties,  
are asked to attend. Please contact one of 

the team leaders for more information.

Place These Dates on Your Calendar

Rally                                               
Monday March 8, at 6:00 p.m.

Nehemiah Action
Monday March 29, at 6:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian’s commitment is 
for 125 of us, and our friends, to be in 

attendance.  Details to follows.    
So, to achieve this, It’s you,  

me, and invite three!  



     

WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG                                                                                                                                                                  7

 • Financial Update
 

     The session is so grateful for the 
congregation’s continued service, witness, and 
generosity. Through all the upheaval of the last 
year, you stayed faithful to each other, and to 
the mission partners and neighbors who have 
needed steady support during this time of 
crisis. Thanks to your generosity and the careful 
stewardship of the session and committees, we 
ended the year with a budget surplus which, 
along with your renewed pledge support, will 
keep us financially sound heading into 2021. 
     We know that challenges remain, but by 
the grace of God and the faithfulness of God’s 
people, we will have everything we need to live 
out our calling. Thank you!

• Giving Options
     Please continue to mail your contributions 
to us at the church or donate online. Your gifts 
make a great difference.

Online: If you are interested in giving 
electronically through our secure e-giving 
process, please visit FirstPresSarasota.org and 
select the online giving button. 

Texting: Are you interested in the convenience 
of contributing by text message? Text FPC2050 
to 73256 to donate via text. Standard rates may 
apply. 

Mail In: During this time when the church 
campus is closed, all mail, including contribution 
checks, securely arrive to our church office. 

 • Mask Up
 

     We all have to wear them--why not show off 
your church and support the youth! The blue 
masks with FPC logo are just $5. The proceeds 
go to benefit youth ministries. Contact the 
church office to pick one up or have it mailed 
to you.

News: Our distribution site will remain open 
through March 2021. 

Thursday Mornings ONLY 
8:45 - 11:30 am 
(distribution 10:00 - 11:30 am)

     Our partnership with All Faiths 
Food Bank will continue as an 
emergency food distribution site. 
     The food distribution is by drive-
through with volunteers loading cars as clients 
circle in the parking lot during the allotted time. 
Please consider becoming a part of this exciting 
ministry to our community!
   
Volunteers are needed each Thursday.

     Task options include sorting and distributing 
food, setting up, cleaning up and directing 
traffic.
     All safety measures are in place:  masks and 
closed-toe shoes required for volunteers; gloves 
and hand sanitizer provided; masks required for 
walk-up food recipients. 

For more information, contact
Bob Kirkpatrick, rkirkhv@aol.com or (941) 761-
2455 or Dave Householder, dphouse47@gmail.
com or (724) 462-4235

•
 

  
 

• FPC’s Mission Partnership with  
   All Faiths Food Bank 

www.firstpressarasota.org
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• Presbyterian Women

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the annual PW thank offering! 
Together, we donated $1,170 to support next 
year's grant recipients.
     It’s time to order PW study guides for the fall.  
The 2021-2022 Horizon Bible Study is “What 
My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning From 
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy” by Merryl 
Blair.  If you want a study guide ordered for you, 
please send a check payable to Presbyterian 
Women for $10 (or $15 for large print) to Mary 
Webb, 3016 21st Court W, Bradenton, FL  34205-
4300.  Please put “Study Guide” in the memo 
line of your check.

PW Meeting - Tuesday, February 2
     Please join us on Tuesday, February 2 at 10:00 
a.m. on Zoom as we welcome a representative 
from the Sarasota Senior Friendship Center to 
our meeting. The center’s mission is to promote 
health, dignity and quality of life throughout 
the journey of aging. Their vision is to deliver 
comprehensive services that enrich the lives 
of older adults and their families by providing 
medical and dental services, caregiving, meals, 
exercise classes, lifelong learning, economic 
assistance and socialization. The link to the 
Zoom meeting is: 

https://zoom.us/j/97583068362?pwd=QTF2U2
tKbnhGSDVDRzZRTVpjTi9JUT09#success

PW Annual Gathering
     This year’s annual presbytery gathering is 
Saturday, February 6 at 1:00 p.m. Since we 
hosted the annual PW presbytery gathering 
last February, a lot has changed including the 
ability to meet with our PW sisters in person.  
This year’s gathering will be an abbreviated 
version on Zoom, primarily to elect new officers 
as well as inform us of all that is normally 
communicated during the annual business 
meeting. A modified worship service follows 
the business meeting.  The Zoom meeting will 
last 60-90 minutes.  Please join the meeting if 
you can.  The Zoom link is:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89490707197?pwd
=TllSL05kczlHQzl6RmZSanY5UldXdz09

Immediate Needs for the Mam People of 
Guatemala
     The Mam indigenous people of Guatemala 
are poor and their needs are great, but they are 
happy and their faith is strong. Cindie Moore, 
of the Association of Mam Christian Women 
Development, spoke to us about recent events 
related to the pandemic that have severely 
impacted the Mam people. 
     The association has partnered with a local 
farm to deliver egg-laying chickens. At a cost of 
only $40, a family receives three chickens, feed 
for a month and instructions for building a coop 
and caring for the chickens. Another program 
of the association provides a nutritious drink 
called incaparina that has proven very beneficial 
to the malnourished children. 
     If you want to make a donation to support 
either of these projects, make your check 
payable to Presbyterian Women and mail it to 
Mary Webb, 3016 21st Court W, Bradenton, FL 
34205-4300. Please put MAM DONATION in 
the memo line of your check. Any amount is 
welcomed. 
     Those with a Mam prayer partner are 
encouraged to continue to pray daily for her 
and to write her a letter. Send your letter to 
Cindie at CindieMoore@yahoo.com. If you don't 
have a prayer partner, send Cindie your picture 
so she can match you with one during her next 
trip to Guatemala. 

PW Spring Retreat
     The PW Presbytery spring retreat will be on 
Monday, March 8 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
at DaySpring Episcopal Conference Center in 
Ellenton, FL.  There will be plenty of room for 
social distancing. The agenda includes mini 
workshops, information on this fall’s Bible study, 
music, worship and a service project, all while 
enjoying fellowship with other Christian women.  
There will also be a raffle for gift baskets.  This 
year’s theme is “Walking With Jesus.”  The $30 
registration fee includes lunch. The registration 
form is in the link below.  Registrations are due 
February 22.  The cost will be reimbursed by 
PW by submitting a copy of your completed 
registration to Pamela Lamb or Flossie Paul.

https://files.constantcontact.
com/8276757b001/41d8ff44-e252-4a2a-a37a-
71f63ec3fe6e.pdf

https://files.constantcontact.com/8276757b001/41d8ff44-e252-4a2a-a37a-71f63ec3fe6e.pdf
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• Preschool News
  

     When we decided to reopen in September 
with less than two-thirds of our normal 
enrollment, we knew it would be difficult. We 
also knew we would somehow have enough. 
     One of the things we teach our students is 
that it is a blessing to be a blessing to others. 
We teach them that they are part of a loving 
community and that love begets love. The 
year 2020 has been a modern-day “loaves 
and fishes” story for us. We had just what we 
needed to end the 2019-2020 school year 
and reopen in September 2020, because you 
opened your hearts and provided for us. The 
school year is not over yet, but I have great 
faith that we will once again have enough, and 
that the pandemic will be soon behind us.
     It is hard to believe we are halfway through 
the school year! Our classrooms look a little 
different this year. We have tiny little class 
“bubbles” and we are wearing masks to protect 
each other from the COVID-19 virus. But the 
love, laughter and learning are still felt in 
abundance, and we have you to thank for that!
     This important children’s ministry is possible 
because of you, and the support of the 
congregation, session, church staff and the 
preschool staff and preschool board. You have 
provided a home for our preschool for seventy-
three years and my prayer is that the ripple 
effect of your love and generosity will continue 
for generations. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for making a difference in the lives of 
so many, including myself. 

With love and eternal gratitude,
                        Clare Carter, Director

     Kintsugi is a Japanese art of repairing and 
restoring a valuable, but broken, ceramic vessel. 
The work is painstakingly long and requires skill 
and patience. Using lacquer 
and soft gold, the pieces 
are reassembled, and 
cracks are filled with 
the valuable metal. 
The result, of what 
may have started 
out as a tragedy, 
is something more 
beautiful than one could 
ever have imagined. Indeed, 
the very flaws from the break become the most 
wonderful part of the new creation. 
     Stephen Ministry is available for those 
times when life has fallen apart. The Stephen 
Ministers are not the actual healers, as God is 
the master repairer and artisan of your broken 
life. Stephen Ministers are simply there to be 
with you through the long process. They are 
specially trained and prepared to provide 
quality, confidential care during your time of 
restoration and healing. Even amid some of 
the most difficult times in your life, Stephen 
Ministers are there to listen and confidentially 
walk with you while God does his work. 
     If you or someone you know is hurting and 
wants to find out more about Stephen Ministry, 
please call the church office (941) 955-8119 to 
speak with Pastor Margaret LaMotte Torrence; 
Cheryl Track, Faith Community Nurse; or 
Steven Phillips, Director of Music Ministries and 
Congregational Care. 



https://montreat.org/events/myc2021
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• Youth Montreat Information

     As we plan for the summer ahead, we do 
not know what will be in front of us. But if we 
are able to be together, we would like to begin 
the conversation with you about your family's 
interest in Montreat this summer. 
     We have been in communication with 
Hope Barker, Youth Conference Registrar, and 
Montreat is planning (with some modifications) 
for the conference to be in session this summer. 

Start the Conversation:

Please fill out the brief survey at the following 
link https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FA
IpQLSfylaogMzBGqM6ZaLBXbCOoKcimrlk
dZgoSeojDEIkWu9QvnQ/viewform (only 4 
questions) and let us know if your family would 
like to participate in Montreat this summer.
     We would like to have feedback ASAP. Rachel 
Martin and Lydia Chapdelian are working on 
lodging and transportation. We need to have 
an idea of how many students would like to join 
in this adventure. 
     The deposit is the same as in the past: $100—
and that can be sent in on or before March 1. 
If we submit our registration before April 1, we 
will receive a nice discount. 
     Let us know your thoughts. If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact Lydia Chapdelain
Children and Youth Leader (941) 914-6244 (call 
or text) or lydiaopal@yahoo.com.

2021 Middle School Conference
Each summer, hundreds of middle school-aged 
youth gather to grow, sing and worship God.

https://montreat.org/events/msc2021 

2021 High School Conference
Montreat Youth Conference is a unique 
gathering of young people from all over the 
country for a week of study, worship, small 
groups, and recreation.  



• Birthdays

February
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your church family
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Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 
39 Issue #1. Please submit articles for the next  issue 
by January 15, 2021. Articles submitted are proofed 
and edited.

4 John & Elizabeth Allen
18 Bob & Diane Bittner
21 Dale & Joan Learn
26 Charlie & Dee Stottlemyer
 Bill & Jo Ann Heburn
 Todd & Emily Weitekamp
 Phil & Jodilyn Khuu
28 Michael & Becky Fingerle

1 Barbara Epperson
 Charlotte Chapdelain
 Spencer Chapdelain
 Ida Tidwell
2 Judy Kelly
 Sue Nurczyk
 Dwight Ferguson
 Rogers Knopik
3 Claire Steiner
 Kym Biggar, III
 Stephie Fleming
 Betsy Cairns
 Kathleen Harmon
4 Lauren Van Nostrand
6 Ernestine Harris
 Connor Davis
8 Cajun Camastro
 Rich Drude
9 Leigh Armstrong
 Emma John
10 Siena Cook
 Stephanie Tarnowsky
 Karen Putt
11 Jo Ann Heburn
 Linda Parks
 Nikki Garraus
13 Sally Scott
14 Wells Weitekamp
 Ellen Gesell
 Charlie Armstrong
15 Wes Burquest, Jr
 Betty Fee

16 Stephen Gifford-Bell
17 Eleanor Strait
 Jeff Steinwachs
18 Martin Sabin
19 Chad Anderson
20 David Soper
 Susan Morrison-Narring
 Peg Moffett
22 Beth Knopik
 James-Allen McPheeters
 Wayne Estes
23 Lydia Chapdelain
 Suzanne Messick
 Jessica Armstrong
24 Irene Halstead
 Beverly Koach
 Karen Frieder
 Eleanor McCausey
26 Emily Rickloff
27 Sharon Oxley
28 Marcia Morris
 Ray Hord
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