
C
RO

SSC
O
N
N
EC

TIO
N
S

April
2021

Beloved friends, 

     My hunch is that this newsletter will find its way to you sometime between Palm 
Sunday and Easter. Coming out of a year that has been filled with such difficulty, 
we need every moment of this holy week: the prophetic entrance into Jerusalem, 
the confrontation with misguided authorities, the loving words spoken to confused 
friends, the meals shared, the tender physical connections. And then the cross—
where human pain and holy love are forever joined. 

     As “people of the Way” we share Jesus’ journey, and each other’s. Along the way, 
we have the privilege of witnessing the Spirit move in the lives of our companions. 
To that end (and with Sue’s permission), I’d like to share a poem that one of our 
elders, Sue Hargis Spigel, wrote this past week: 

AFTER PALM SUNDAY

This is the beginning of the hard time:
Belief becomes disbelief;
fear, doubt, dissonance, rage 
replace faith and adulation.
Jesus spoke of the hard road coming 
before it came.
 Unless a grain of wheat falls
 into the earth and dies  .  .  .
The church would not exist,
could not, without the bad time,
the awful sacrifice,
life to death to new life.
 …it remains only a single seed.
Jesus knew what lay ahead.
His hard time had already begun.
Did he feel dread underlying
the celebration we call Palm Sunday?
He did know:
 But if it dies, it produces many seeds.*
It seems an impossible thing.
Yet, like a million generations before us,
We are the impossible seeds. 
     *John 12:24

Please join us on Easter morning to celebrate the life God brings from impossible 
seeds.

In holy expectation, 
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     We are reminded in several passages of the 
Apostle Paul’s letters to “bear one another’s 
burdens.” This anticipates that there will be 
burdens and that the congregation of believers 
has a duty to one another to help hold each 
other up. However, there are times when the 
burdens are great, the loss is too personal and 
embarrassing. Well-meaning friends and family 
may seem to be in a hurry to get you back to 
normal by encouraging you to just “buck up.” 
     Stephen Ministers know that some burdens 
are too heavy and may take a lot of time and 
effort to overcome. Stephen Ministers provide 
excellent, confidential, and patient care at times 
when you need it most. They are trained, fellow 
church members who are there to be with you 
for as long as they are needed. They are there to 
listen, pray with you, provide helpful guidance 
as needed, and give you the time to heal. In 
other words, they are there to help “bear your 
burdens.” 
     If you or someone you know is hurting, find 
out more about Stephen Ministry by calling 
the church office (941) 955-8119 to speak 
with Pastor  Margaret LaMotte Torrence, Faith 
Community Nurse Cheryl Track, or Director 
of Music Ministries and Congregational Care 
Steven Phillips. 

• Register NOW for 
In-person Easter Service!

    Good news! Registrations for our Sunday, 
April 4, Easter worship service at 10:00 a.m. are 
approaching our “socially distanced” capacity, 
so we have decided to offer a second Easter 
service at 8:00 a.m. Both services will be in the 
sanctuary and identical—filled with the sights, 
sounds, and glorious message of Easter, with 
special guest musicians and a sermon from 
Margaret.
     We would love to keep attendance at the 
two services as balanced as possible, so that we 
will have room to accommodate unexpected 
guests. If you already have signed up to attend 
our 10:00 a.m. Easter service, but would be 
willing to shift your registration to the 8:00 a.m. 
service, please call the church office by Monday, 
March 29, and let us know of that gracious 
choice. 
    Please use either link below to register. 
(Registrations for each service will be capped 
at 90 persons.) You may also call the church 
office at (941) 955-8119 to register for either 
service time.

NEW   Link to sign up for 8:00 a.m. service

h t t p s : // w w w . s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m /
go/60B0E4BAEAC29A1FC1-800am

Link for 10:00 a.m. service

h t t p s : // w w w . s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m /
go/60B0E4BAEAC29A1FC1-easter

• Congregational Meeting
     There will be a Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, April 11 at 11:15 a.m. via Zoom.  This very 
short meeting’s purpose is to fill an unexpired 
term for a deacon. Please make sure that you 
attend so that we can achieve a quorum for the 
vote.
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• Youth News
Faith through Service
     The high school youth group, along with their 
leaders, Jessica Armstrong and Abbey Tyrna, 
have been planning and executing mission 
projects over the past several months. Their 
actions began with a simple question: "What 
moves you to serve God?" 
     The youth responded with many wonderful 
ideas, but the strongest drivers of faith were 
service to the environment and service to the 
community. The group developed a schedule to 
put their plan into action. Over the past several 
months the high school youth group has been

 · Distributing supplies to our homeless    
   community 
 · Cleaning up our beaches and parks 
 · Planning tree-planting service 
 · Planning an Easter meal project 
 · Joining the Great American Clean-Up

 

 
Growing in Faith through Service 
Community Project
 

     While the youth were distributing supplies 
to the homeless in Sarasota they discovered a 
GREAT need in the community: 
 

STRONG / DURABLE BACKPACKS

     The congregation is asked to support the 
youth and their mission by donating strong/
durable backpacks or contributions so the 
youth can purchase these essential tools and 
distribute them. 
     There will be a box outside the church office 
from March 14 to April 10 for your backpack 
donations--or you can give a donation online 
labeled "Youth - Service Projects”  and add a 
memo “Backpacks."

Growing in Faith through Service 
Church Family Project
 

     The high school youth have been working to 
develop a tree service project as part of their 
service to the church. Church members who 
would like a tree planted in their yard can sign 
up to receive a tree. The youth are partnering 
with UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability 
Sarasota County to get the trees, learn about 
their care, and how to properly plant them. 
  Trees serve as a wonderful way to 
commemorate and honor loved ones while also 
providing a great number of environmental 
services. Members who are interested in having 
a tree planted in their yard can contact the 
church office. Trees will be planted during the 
first two weeks of May. 
     The trees that are available include Red 
Maple, Bald Cypress, Live Oak, Slash Pine, and 
Mahogany. Information on how large these 
trees get is available on the Treejuvenation 
Florida page (http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/
sarasotaco/2020/03/02/treejuvenation-
florida/). Before you select a tree please be sure 
to pay close attention to the information on 
how much space each tree will need and how 
often new trees need to be watered (e.g., daily 
for the first two weeks and weekly thereafter, in 
the absence of rainfall).  
     Youth will pick up, deliver, and plant trees in 
the yards of members who request them. 

https://forms.gle/J3rRobF1G7CtSaU4A


Social Justice Corner
by Dorothy Murphy  
SURE Team Leader
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     Sarasota United for Responsible Equity 
(SURE) serves a God of justice and mercy.  This 
is a good time to thank people who make SURE 
possible. First Presbyterian Church does not 
stand alone.  It is the combined commitment 
of SURE’s 22-member congregations.  One 
individual cannot make effective change within 
a community.  Power comes from the numbers 
of people involved to create the needed impact 
to make change.    

We are grateful for and thank . . . 

• Rev. Margaret L. Torrence who embraces the 
continued need for justice in her interactions 
with people and her Sunday sermons.

• First Presbyterian SURE Team Leaders Pat 
Higgins, Judy Kuebbeler, Dorothy Murphy, Ann 
Opdycke and the valued and needed support of 
Phil Kuebbeler, Jim Murphy and Don Opdycke.  

• The 42 of us who comprise SURE’s FPC 
network members. We continue to move 
forward in our ministry because we believe God 
wants Sarasota to be a more just community.

• All who have attended SURE’s Affordable 
Housing and Criminal Justice research meetings 
and meetings with elected officials.

• Nancy Taylor, Faith Lutheran Church and Rev. 
Ryan McBride of Twelve Springs Church, and 
Haley Grossman, Direct Action and Research 
Center (DART) who are leading us in this staff 
interim process.

• Lisa Garcia, Cross Connections publisher who 
edits, creates, and makes sense of submitted 
copy.  

• Rachel Martin and Pam Schweizer whose 
professionalism and quick response is a needed 
and valued support system.

• The members of the FPC Mission and Justice 
Committee who have answered Micah’s call to 
do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
our God.

• Members of First Presbyterian Church, 
Sarasota, who attend SURE’s house meetings, 
community problems assembly, the Rally and 
Nehemiah Action.

• Our FPC brothers and sisters in Christ who 
annually support SURE with their financial 
contributions.

     To all of you, thank-you! SURE network 
members and supporters are committed to work 
with our elected officials regarding just actions 
concerning individuals in our community.  We 
want change and work responsibly to bring 
equity to our community.  
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• Invest in Children 

     In a recent letter from Brentwood Elementary 
School Principal John Weida, our congregation 
received heartfelt praise for adopting two 
classrooms for this school year. His letter says,

“On behalf of Brentwood Elementary School,  I 
personally thank you for supporting the Adopt-
a-Class Program with your adoption of Ms. 
Burtez and Ms. Storey-Farber’s students for 
the 2020/2021 school year.  By your generous 
donation of $200, you have increased the 
opportunity for student success by providing 
these teachers with additional funds to 
purchase resources for their classrooms, such 
as books, items for learning centers, technology 
and classroom supplies. Thank you for sharing 
your resources to help our teachers continue to 
provide our students with outstanding school 
experiences.”

   Each teacher in a classroom we adopted 
received $100 to use for their most needed 
resources. You may support other classrooms 
by sending a check for $100 to the church with 
Brentwood “Adopt a Classroom” in the memo 
line. This is another unique way to support 
Brentwood while our volunteer program is on 
hold. Thank you!

• Preschool News
  

     First Presbyterian Preschool is throwing a 
virtual event, COLOR - US - STRONG on 
Thursday, April 29 in lieu of our usual  “physical” 
annual fundraiser, First Roots. The virtual event 
entails an online auction, the presentation of 
a thoughtful curated, in-home wine and food- 
tasting experience, courtesy of Rosemary & 
Thyme, and a live virtual auction. We are thrilled 
to share an evening with friends to support our 
amazing children and know the resounding 
power of our community will prevail, even at a 
distance.
Ticket price, including food and beverage:  

$100 per household.

Ticket price, NOT including food and beverage: 
$50 per household.

COLOR - US - STRONG, First Roots virtual 
event will begin at 8:00 p.m.  on Thursday, April 
29.
     All of the exclusive auction packages have 
been graciously donated by First Presbyterian 
Preschool supporters. Viewers’ presence, 
support and participation will raise funds 
to replenish operating reserves allowing us 
to continue to enrich the play, learning and 
experiences of our children year after year. 
     We are so grateful for our church family 
and all the love and support they have given to 
us over these last 70+ years.  Please come and 
celebrate our strong roots.

Presbyterian Women

PW Lite
Sarasota's Family Promise is back 

after a temporary hiatus to reorganize and 
rebuild.  First Presbyterian continues to support 
this organization which assists children and 
their families facing homelessness.  Please join 
us for our zoom program on Tuesday, April 6 
at 10:00 a.m. when our church's new liaison, 
Joanne Simons, shares how the organization 
has changed and the challenges faced during 
this pandemic.  All members and guests of the 
church are welcome to any of the PW activities.

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/98960640234?p
wd=RDNRbGVDTVlDZGZkRlhSZytscHBGZz09

https://zoom.us/j/98960640234?pwd=RDNRbGVDTVlDZGZkRlhSZytscHBGZz09
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• Love Notes

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

     It was 42 years ago on the first Sunday in 
Advent that we entered FPC for the first time. 
Jenn was seven. It was her birthday weekend. 
And there were cupcakes served in her second 
grade room, obviously celebrating another 
seven year-old’s birthday. She came running up 
to us after class with a big grin, saying, “They 
had cakes for my birthday, Mommy! How did 
they know?”

     By the end of the month of December we 
were members. By February Bob and I were 
teaching in the middle school Sunday School 
room, Bob was on the softball team, and Melissa 
was making life-long friends in the two-year-old 
room with Cord Van Nostrand, Nathan Dunn, 
and John McLeod. And so began our life in a 
congregation that came to be so much a part 
of our family.

     I remember one evening in the late 80s 
when I was in our kitchen drying dishes with my 
mom who was visiting. She said that she was 
pleased with the way we were raising our girls, 
“especially away from the family, down here 
on your own.” I assured her that night that we 
were not alone, that we had a church family that 
was so much a part of us, surrounding us with 
support and love and nurturing us as parents as 
well as our children.

     Through the succeeding years you have 
accepted us and loved us. You have held us and 
sustained us. You have allowed us to spread 
our wings and fly into new areas of growth and 
experience. You have picked us up when we 

have tripped and joined us in joyful celebration 
when we have soared. You have shown us what 
it means to be in the household of God. And we 
are so very, very grateful.

     Now we are being called to a new mission 
field. We are excited and a bit anxious to leave 
our familiar setting. But you have prepared us 
well, for we go, trusting in the grace of God and 
the fellowship of the Spirit. 

     We do not say good-bye, for we will visit 
here, just as we hope you will come stay with 
us in the grasses of Kentucky. There is a quiet 
bench in the corner of our garden, surrounded 
by woods and birdsong, waiting for you. Please 
come and Sabbath with us. 

Bob and Ellen Forbes

May the Lord bless you and keep you;
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
And give you Peace.

The Forbes’ new address is

500 Meridan Hills Drive #117
Louisville, KY  40243
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• An Invitation to Help Grow the 
Ministry of FPC Sarasota
     First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota strives 
to be a strong, member-led congregation. 
Please help us continue to grow our ministry by 
sharing recommendations of possible nominees 
for the office of Elder, Deacon and Church Officer 
Nominating Committee (to serve beginning in 
January 2022) with our current Church Officer 
Nominating Committee. When suggesting a 
name, please indicate for which office you 
believe the potential nominee is best suited, the 
nominee’s involvement at FPC (i.e., committees, 
ministry teams, social activities) and the reasons 
you feel they would be a good leader (specific 
qualifications and personal qualities). Below are 
basic requirements for nominees:

 • Attend worship regularly
 • Support FPC with time, talent and treasures
 • Be able to faithfully attend committee and 
    session meetings (Elders), Board of Deacon  
    meetings (Deacons) or committee meetings  
    (nominating committee)
 • Be able to actively participate as a session  
    committee co-moderator (Elders)
 • Be able to participate in serving in-person  
    communion (when we resume this practice)  
    on the first Sunday of each month (Elders –  
    although Deacons are welcome)
 • Commit to working as part of a supportive  
    group

 All names submitted will be prayerfully 
considered. Please send your recommendations 
to the Nominating Committee co-moderators:
Lisa Saba (riclissaba@aol.com) and Dick Clapp 
(rtclapp@gmail.com).
     Lisa and Dick would also be happy to 
speak with you about any questions you may 
have regarding the nomination process or the 
particular officer position descriptions.
     Please submit your recommendations to Dick 
or Lisa no later than April 5, 2021. Thank you for 
your participation in this important process.

Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
     The session approved the return to live 
Sunday worship services with one service at 
9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary. The worship style 
will continue to be a combination of traditional 
and contemporary elements. All are welcome!
     In-person worshipers are asked to register in 
advance for every service until further notice. 
You can register through the website, News@
First, or calling the church office (941) 955-8119. 
     Masks and social distancing will be required. 
Doors will be propped open to ensure optimum 
ventilation. The service will be available online 
through the website as a simulcast at 9:00 a.m.-
-and after that time as a recording, for those 
who prefer to participate from home.  
    

• Kayaking Trip
     Time for a kayaking trip with your First 
Presbyterian Church family on Saturday April 
24.  We will “put-In” at Jiggs Landing Preserve 
at 12:30 p.m. Bring your own kayak or rent one.   
A single kayak is $30 and a double is $40.       
     Please RSVP by contacting Rachel, 
Rmartin@firstpressarasota.org. Reservations 
are not confirmed until payment is received. 
You can pay through the church website, under 
online giving select Fellowship Events or mail 
a check to the church office. The deadline is  
Wednesday April 21.
     Please bring your own snacks and beverages. 
Wear water shoes, clothes that can get wet, a 
hat and plenty of sunscreen.
     Check out Jiggs Landing - https://jiggslanding.
com/  or on Facebook at Jiggs Landing Outpost 
6106 63rd St. East, Bradenton, FL 34203   For 
the best driving directions please use your GPS 
or Google. 
     If you are not a Kayaker, please come to 
Jiggs Landing for a time of fellowship. They 
have a snack bar and live music from 3:00 p.m. 
until sunset. 



• Autism 101   
    submitted by Cheryl Track,  
    Faith Community Nurse     
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AUTISM 101

THE STATS
WHAT IS AUTISM?
Autism is a complex, lifelong developmental disability 
that affects essential human behaviors such as social 
interaction, the ability to communicate ideas and 
feelings, imagination, self-regulation, and the ability 
to establish relationships with others.

Autism is characterized in the DSM-IV by:

• Persistent deficits in social communication 
   and social interaction
• Restricted, repetitive, and stereotyped patterns 
  of behavior, interests, and activities

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a 
developmental disability that can cause 

significant social, communication and 
behavioral challenges.

Often times, there are no differences in 
how people with ASD look, that would set 

them apart from others, but people with ASD may 
communicate, interact, behave, learn, and experience 
the world in ways that are different from most.

The learning and cognitive abilities of 
people with ASD can range from gifted 

to significantly impacted.

A diagnosis of ASD now includes several 
conditions that used to be diagnosed separately: 

autistic disorder, pervasive developmental disorder 
not otherwise specified (PDD-NOS), and Asperger 
syndrome. These conditions are now all called 
autism spectrum disorder.

The symptoms and characteristics 
of autism can present themselves 
in a wide variety of combinations, 
from mild to severe.

1 in 54 children are
diagnosed with autism.
           This is up from 1 in 88, 
six years ago, and 1 in 125, 
just eleven years ago.

3.5M+ individuals
in the United States 
are on the autism 
spectrum; autism is the 
fastest-growing developmental 
disability in the U.S.

88,000 individuals
are on state waiting lists
hoping to receive adult 
housing services; the rate 
continues to grow exponentially.

Males are 4 times more likely
than females to be diagnosed
with autism.

GETTING THE
HELP YOU NEED

Our National Helpline offers our trained Information & Referral 
(I&R) Specialists to provide resources to services and supports across 
the country. To speak to an I&R Specialist directly, call 800-3-AUTISM 
(800-328-8476), or email info@autism-society.org.

Visit www.Autism-Society.org to learn more.

The diagnosis rate for autism 
is rising by 10-17% each year.1 

2 

3 

4

85% of autistic adults with a 
college education are unemployed.

500,000 individuals
with autism spectrum disorder 
are transitioning to adulthood 
in the United States.

                  While no single specific cause of 
                  autism is known, current research links 
autism to biological or neurological differences in the brain. 
The characteristic behaviors of ASD may or may not be 
apparent in infancy (18 to 24 months), but usually become 
obvious during early childhood (24 months to 6 years).

             The Autism Society is
             the largest and oldest
grassroots autism organization
in the nation, working hard 
every day to measurably improve 
the lives of all affected by autism 
throughout the lifespan. Our 
network provides advocacy, 
education, information and 
referrals, support, and the 
community at the local, state 
and national levels.

                 Currently, there is no cure for autism. 
                   However, continued research has provided 
a clearer understanding of the disorder and has led to 
better treatments and therapies that can positively 
change the associated behaviors.

RELATIONSHIPS SELF-REGULATION COMMUNICATION SOCIAL SKILLS



• Birthdays

April

• Anniversaries

Blessings from  
your church family
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Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 39 
Issue #4. Please submit articles for the next  issue 
by April 15, 2021. Articles submitted are proofed and 
edited.

4 Tom & Betsy Marshall
10 David & Denise Landers
11 Ed & Jean Johnston
12 Matt DeLuca & Kris Abitz
 Rick & Lorraine Foltz
14 Buck & Peggy Fry
 Todd & Heather Rippy
 Bob & Beverley Scholten
18 James-Allen & Jennifer McPheeters
22 James Millikan & Dottie Albright
24 Ken & Carol Papa
27 Jeff & Monica Steiner
28 Andy Reasoner & Beth Byron-Reasoner
 Daryl & Maggie Alsum

1 Marcia Schaper
 Sara Jenoure
2 Michelle Young
 Jane Nicholl
 Melinda Marsh
3 Nancy Phillips
5 Barb Andrews
 William Klick
6 Ron Wright
 Allyson Cooney
7 Naomi Pearson - 100th Birthday
 Abby Steinwachs
 John Matta
8 Marvin Miller
 John Smith
9 Lyra Fokianos
10 Irene Dulaney
 Frank Frey
 Elijah Bressan
11 Carol Papa
 Jack McDonald
12 Doris Harff
 Rick Spaulding, Sr
 Kara Fokianos
13 Pat Maloney
 Jim Leslie
14 Nick Steinman
15 Judy Melly
 Carol Brightman
16 Glenn Millar
 Dean Ward
 Beth Byron-Reasoner
 Adalyn Papa
 Chloe Westerberg

17 Haleigh Smoot
 Mick Dean
18 Barbara Atkins
 Tom Bell
 Jack Keeley
 Carmen Pedicini
 Layton Huber
 Anna Bedford
 David Gulliver
20 Mariah Martin
21 Linda Hollen
22 Travis Barnes
 Roy Yahraus
 Ethan Schwab
 Patti Wrobel
 Jodilyn Khuu
23 John Allen
25 Sam Keeley, Jr.
 Kim Williams
 Kim Thomas-Cain
 Margaret Torrence
27 Lisa Sabin
28 Bev Wright
 Ellis Frandsen
29 Max Steiner
 Linda Hart
 Joan Callan
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Return Service Requested

Rise Against Hunger Meal packing Event – 
Sunday, April 18, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
We need 40 volunteers—all ages!

     Set-up starts at 11:30 a.m., with the official start of the 
event at 1:00 p.m. and lasting about two hours. We welcome 
children and well as adults to come out and help us package 
over 12, 000 meals. We will be practicing social distancing 
during the event. 

     The mission of Rise Against Hunger (RAH) is to end hunger 
in our lifetime by providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable populations, 
by making a global commitment to mobilize the resources necessary to achieve this goal. One of the 
ways that RAH works to achieve its mission is by working with other interested parties to offer meal-
packaging events to create fortified, dehydrated, shelf-stable meals that are transported by RAH to 
identified areas of food insecurity.

     This will be our fourth meal-packing event. Last year our event was canceled due to COVID. This 
year the Rise Against Hunger staff have put a system in place to keep us safe and healthy while we 
package the meals. 

This is link for signing up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BAEAC29A1FC1-rise

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BAEAC29A1FC1-rise

