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Dear friends, 

     I want to share news of a significant step in the process that eventually will lead 
to the installation of a new pastor/head of staff here at First Presbyterian Church of 
Sarasota. At our April meeting, the session appointed a seven-member Mission Study 
Team to undertake the self-study of the congregation that is required before a Pastor 
Nominating Committee can be elected. The following individuals have agreed to serve: 

  Elaine Barnett (Chair)
  Ed Clissold
  Michael Fingerle
  Frank Frey

     This team will help us to take a fresh look at the skills and passions of this congregation 
and the needs of the surrounding community, inviting us to consider how God may be 
calling FPCS to serve in the next chapter of its ministry. God always sees more in us 
than we see in ourselves. Sometimes it is only when we look back that we realize that 
God has been at work steadily preparing us for new forms of ministry.

     To that end, we will study and pray and talk together. We will seek to discern what 
God would have us learn from the events of the last year. We will share the places we 
feel prodded or pulled to be engaged further in the world. We will work to identify what 
feels central to the identity and purpose of this congregation. We will come to know 
each other better as we listen together for God’s leading.

     When the study draws to a close, a report will be written by the committee and 
brought first to the session and then to the presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. When 
both bodies have blessed that report, it will be time for the congregation to elect a 
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) to begin a search for a new pastor/head of staff 
for First Presbyterian Church. Then we will enter a season of prayerful waiting (and 
busy ministry!) while we give the search committee space to do its work. If we are able 
to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee in the fall of this year, you might have a new 
pastor as you greet the summer of 2022. Many factors affect the speed of a search 
process, though, and it will be important to take whatever time is needed to find a 
pastor who truly feels called by God to serve among you.

     What can you do? Pray, participate, and open your heart to the new possibilities God 
always is offering to God’s people. You have strength and joy that the world is aching 
to discover.  

Grace and peace,

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 
far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

- Ephesians 3:20-21

Janet Olshewsky
Joanne Simons 
Emily Weitekamp
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• FPC Receives two Grants
     FPC has recently been awarded two grants 
that will allow for improved online and in-person 
worship experiences, as well as improved safety 
and comfort for our congregation and guests.
     In response to the pandemic, a Virtual Ministry 
Grant was made available through the Peace 
River Presbytery. We were awarded $7,028 that 
will be used to enhance our online worship, 
education, and meeting opportunities. Items 
purchased include additional cameras, lapel 
microphones, a computer for the Fellowship 
Hall tech booth, as well as music and video 
editing software programs.
     We received $26,800 from the Linnie Dalbeck 
Foundation that will be used to enhance our 
worship experiences and improve safety and 
comfort as we return to in-person activities. The 
grant money will provide the following items to 
improve our worship experiences during and 
after the pandemic: 
 •  seven monitors for the sanctuary which  
     will decrease the need for paper and allow  
     for better viewing of video recordings and  
     live performances, 
 •  iPads for remote control,
 •  a video switcher for smooth transitions from  
     multiple video sources,
 •  and outdoor speakers.    

     In addition, the Dalbeck grant money was 
used to purchase an electrostatic sanitizer to 
clean indoor spaces to prevent the spread of 
airborne pathogens. To increase our shaded 
areas outdoors for safe small group gatherings, 
we are planning to turn our courtyard pergola 
into a gazebo by replacing the top wood slats 
with a solid roof.  This will not only give us better 
protection from the sun but will also solve the 
problem of continually replacing damaged 
wood slats (the Florida sun and rain have been 
hard on the top of the wood structure).
     Special thanks go to Jimi Camastro, Victor 
Garraus, Jean Martin, Rachel Martin, Scott 
McLeod, Carol Papa, Steven Phillips, Lisa 
Saba, and Margaret LaMotte Torrence who 
were instrumental in identifying the needs and  
assisted in writing the grants.

• New Staff Position
  by Carol Papa and Kay Steinman 
  Co-Moderators, Personnel Committee

     Over the past year, Lydia Chapdelain, our 
Children and Youth Leader, and the members of 
the Education and Formation Committee have 
done an outstanding job with programming 
and meeting the needs of our children and 
youth!  
     As we move forward, we want to continue 
our support of quality programming and 
faith development, as well as provide 
intergenerational and leadership opportunities 
for our children and youth who are very 
important to our congregation.
     With that in mind, session has approved 
adding a part-time Children and Youth 
Coordinator staff position to oversee and 
coordinate various programs and events 
involving children and youth at First 
Presbyterian Church. The person who is hired 
will have flexible hours (approximately 25 
hours per week) and will work closely with 
Lydia Chapdelain and the Education and 
Formation Committee.
     Kay Steinman and Carol Papa, co-moderators 
of the Personnel Committee, and Rebecca 
Clissold and Lorraine Foltz, co-moderators 
of the Education and Formation Committee, 
along with Lydia Chapdelain and Margaret 
LaMotte Torrence, have developed a position 
description.  Ads are currently being posted. If 
you know of someone who might be interested 
in the position, please direct them to the 
link on the home page of our website (www.
firstpressarasota.org).

• Mark Your Calendars: 
     In-person worship will continue at 9:00  
a.m. through Sunday, May 23 (Pentecost!).

     Beginning Sunday May 30, and 
continuing through June and July, we 
will gather for worship in the sanctuary 
each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m.



WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG                                                                                                                                                                  3

• Family Promise Working Through  
   the Pandemic
    by Joanne Simons  
    FPC Family Promise Liaison

     The work of Family Promise has continued 
during the pandemic. There are over 1,200 
school-aged children in Sarasota County who 
are documented as "homeless,” a figure that 
does not include children under the age of five. 
Sarasota’s homeless population has grown as 
has the need for Family Promise’s services.

There have been extraordinary 
accomplishments these past several 
months:
 •  Family Promise has helped to prevent  
     homelessness/unsafe housing situations  
     for more than 75 families as of March 31,  
     2021.  Your help and support got us to this  
     place.
 •  Family Promise has provided household  
     goods, food, basic needs, holiday gifts, and  
     transportation to families with your  
     donations of these items and gift cards.
 •  Family Promise has used your financial  
     donations to prevent utility shutoffs;   
     help several families repair vehicles;   
     move children in four families (who had  
     been staying in their cars) into safer  
     spaces; and provide dozens of families with  
     case management that guided them from  
     chaos to a place of calm independence.  

First Presbyterian Church is collecting 
three things for Family Promise:
  1)  Children's underwear, all sizes and  
       genders, NEW IN PACKAGES.  
 2)  Birthday Cards and Gift Cards -- gender-  
       neutral birthday cards, suitable for ages  
       4 to 14 containing a nominal ($5 or $10)  
       gift card from Walmart, Target,  
       McDonalds, etc. Birthday cards should be  
       in an UNSEALED envelope with the gift  
       card.
 3)  Children's SUMMER Clothing -- gently  
       used, such as shorts and T-shirts. Please,  
       no jackets, blankets, stuffed animals, or  
       toys.

   A collection box is in the church office for 
your donation.

Ways you can offer support now:
     Donate to Family Promise through our First 
Presbyterian website – https://firstpressarasota.
org -- go to “give online” and select Family 
Promise from the drop-down menu. 

     Volunteer to provide tutoring or mentoring 
on-line. . . help with a child’s homework, teach 
financial literacy, help with a client’s job search 
or search for affordable housing. 

     Advocate for public policies that alleviate 
poverty and promote the economic stability of 
low-income families.

     Shop Amazon Smile. Select Family Promise 
of Sarasota, Inc. as your chosen charitable 
organization, and Family Promise will receive 
money from all your eligible purchases. As Ina 
Garten says, “How easy is that?”

     Pray for these families.  Thank you for blessing 
Family Promise with your support.

   For more information, please call or email 
Joanne Simons Cell: 703-798-7330
Simonsjc1@gmail.com.

• A Reminder About Wearing Masks
     Many of us are enjoying the option of returning 
to worship in person now that the COVID-19 
vaccines are available to all adults. However, 
not everyone is choosing to be vaccinated 
and the CDC still recommends that masks be 
worn in public places such as churches. FPC 
continues to require that masks be worn inside 
all church buildings. This policy applies to staff, 
volunteers, members of the congregation, 
and outside groups using our facilities.  Thank 
you for your understanding in helping to keep 
everyone safe and healthy.



Social Justice Corner
by Dorothy Murphy  
SURE Team Leader
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We Are Not an Unfinished Story!
     As Margaret shared during her Easter message, ours is not a finished story.  With hope in the 
power of God and in the abundance of love, we go forward. Our chapters are still being written. 
First Presbyterian SURE network members continue witnessing to do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly with our God.  Young people’s lives go forward because of SURE’s work to establish a 
juvenile civil citation program.  SURE continues to actively pursue adult civil citations. We believe no 
young person or adult needs to be branded for life for making a simple mistake, committing a minor 
misdemeanor.

44 Years Later
     In 1977 because of some injustices occurring in the Miami-Dade area, churches banded together, 
asking, “What can we do?”  The answer came in 1982 to establish Direct Action and Research Training 
Center (DART).  
     DART is comprised of 23 local faith-based community organizational groups based across nine 
states.  SURE is proud to be part of this collaboration.  At SURE’s April 13 board meeting, the 
continuation of the strong DART/SURE partnership was unanimously approved.

First Presbyterian’s Witness at the Nehemiah Action Assembly
104 members and friends of FPC Sarasota were present for this Zoom event!

Nehemiah Justice Ministry Celebration
On Monday, May 17 at 6:00 p.m. network members and friends are invited to celebrate victories and 
to build ownership of the justice ministry.  This event is via Zoom.  Look for the link to appear in the 
weekly News @ First. 

What God requires of us is that we not stop trying. - Bayard Rustin
P.O. Box 382036, Miami, FL 33238 • (305) 576-8020 

 
 

The	DART	Credo	
	

The	purpose	of	this	document	is	to	outline	four	core	values	that	unite	the	organizers,	clergy,		
and	leaders	working	to	build	congregation‐based	Justice	Ministries	throughout	the	DART	network.	

 
We	believe	in	the	biblical	story	of	justice. The biblical story offers abundance, love, hope, promise, and community. In this story, loving God and 
your neighbor as yourself gives life meaning (Leviticus 19:18 and Luke 10:27). We believe that fighting for justice is fundamental to our identity as 
people of faith (Micah 6:8 and Matthew 23:23-24). 
	
We	stand	over	and	against	the	"cult	of	money." The cult of money uses consumer culture to promote stories of scarcity, hate, fear, despair, and 
"me-ism." In opposition to the biblical story, meaning comes from accumulating more and better "things," i.e. greed.  
 
We	need	the	power	of	organized	people	to	win	justice	(Nehemiah	5). Through direct action, organized people from a cross-section of faith 
traditions publicly hold decision-makers accountable on justice issues that affect their communities. We cultivate relationships with people who 
share the values of abundance, love, hope and promise. We support one another in this struggle for justice. 
 
We	embrace	high	standards	and	rigorous	accountability	because	our	task	is	so	important. Those who build the power of organized people 
are recognized and promoted at all levels in the network. Leaders and staff conduct evaluations to achieve understanding, not to assign blame. Each 
of us celebrates when another succeeds. We embrace pragmatic, not dogmatic solutions. We are in this work for the long haul. 
 

This statement was adopted at the March 2014 of the DART Board of Directors. 
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• Invest in Children 

     On March 24, Brentwood Elementary School, 
our partner in mission, was shocked by the 
death of one of their fourth grade students, 
Sophia, after she rode her scooter into the path 
of an SUV.   Her death came just two years after 
another student, Roman Miller, died after an 
accident involving a vehicle.  
     Tragedies like this rarely happen in 
elementary schools in our area.  They leave 
behind heartbroken family members and 
teachers who do their best to care for students 
who are dealing for the first time with the death 
of another child their age.
     Thanks to Brentwood’s caring community, 
healing has begun as the family and the school 
staff have been surrounded with love and 
compassion.  On Friday, April 2, the school 
held a “Hat Day” where the students were 
encouraged to wear hats and contribute one 
dollar to a fund to help Sophia’s family.   Last 
week Fruitville Elementary School provided 
smoothies for each of the Brentwood teachers 
and staff, showing their love and support for 

this nearby school.  A local doctor came to the 
school offering stress relief acupuncture for 
the staff.  These creative acts of kindness were 
greatly appreciated.
     Our church has responded as well.  Because 
of your caring generosity, our FPC Invest in 
Children Steering Committee has provided  
several books about grief for Sophia’s classroom 
and the classroom of her twin sister, and has 
“adopted” both of those classrooms.   
     The Brentwood staff is very grateful for all 
FPC has done.  When Principal John Weida 
was told of the gifts in Sophia’s memory, his 
response was “Wow! Your church community is 
truly  a blessing.”   Thank you, First Presbyterian 
Church, for sharing in the healing process that 
will help the students and staff begin to mend 
their broken hearts. Yes, First Presbyterian 
Church, you are a blessing, indeed!

BBrreennttwwoooodd  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SSttuuddeenntt  
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• Presbyterian Women

Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Offering
     The PW birthday offering is collected in the 
spring of each year to celebrate the blessings 
in our lives.  The offering funds projects not 
included in ongoing General Assembly mission 
support.  This year’s grant recipients include 
the following:

Garden Gate Ranch Inc., Des Moines, Iowa for 
education center renovations.  Garden Gate 
Ranch is a Christian organization that provides 
safe housing and restorative and transitional 
services for sexually-exploited women and 
their children.

Memorial Drive Ministries Inc., Stone Mountain, 
Georgia for gymnasium capital improvements.  
Memorial Drive Ministries is a partnership of 
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta and six other 
churches, providing a welcoming environment 
for the ministries that call this campus home.

Nkhoma Mission Hospital, Nkhoma, Malawi 
for women’s health center expansion.  The 
hospital offers affordable, accessible, Christian 
healthcare services for all.  The expansion goal 
is to provide quicker, better quality care and to 
become more self-sustainable.

     To contribute to this year’s Birthday 
Offering, please send your check made out to 
Presbyterian Women, with “Birthday Offering” 
in the memo line, to 2050 Oak Street Sarasota, 
FL 34237 attn: Mary Webb.

May PW Zoom Gathering
    The next PW gathering 
is Tuesday, May 4 at 10:00 
a.m. on Zoom. The speaker is 
Margi Dawson, the Director 
of Development at Turning 
Points. Turning Points provides 

basic needs, rent and utility assistance, and a 
medical/dental clinic. Margi’s presentation will 
include testimonials. 
     We will also dedicate our annual birthday 
offerings. You are welcome to linger after the 
meeting for a time of fellowship. The Zoom link 
will be in News@First. 

• Love Notes

Dear Church family, 

     From the bottom of my 
heart, I want to thank all of you 
who helped me celebrate my 100th birthday.  
The cards, emails and calls brought me great 
joy.  You have always been such a great support 
to Ernestine and me. May God bless you and his 
face shine upon you.  

Love in Christ, 
Naomi

     A listening ear, a caring friend, a person 
to give hope, someone who holds things in 
confidence, a person who will let you honestly 
say what your family and other friends do not 
want to hear. Those are some of the many 
ways a Stephen Minister can be a help when 
you are experiencing a crisis, loss, or long-term 
difficulty. Stephen ministers are trained to give 
compassionate and confidential care during a 
difficult time in one’s life.
     If you or someone you know is hurting, 
find out more about Stephen Ministry. Please 
call the church office (941-955-8119) to speak 
with Pastor Margaret LaMotte Torrence, Faith 
Community Nurse Cheryl Track, or Director 
of Music Ministries and Congregational Care 
Steven Phillips. 
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• Financial Update Through  
   the First Quarter
   by Craig Gesell, Moderator, Business Affairs

     As reported at the annual meeting in late 
February, our session approved a 2021 budget 
with revenue expectations that will continue 
to support our missions and ministries for 
the year. Not surprisingly, our pledges for 
2021 were down approximately 25% from our 
2020 campaign. The good news is that with 
your faithful giving last year, coupled with 
conservative spending, we were able to carry 
over nearly $127,000 into our 2021 budget. In 
addition, we recently received approval for 
the full forgiveness of our PPP loan that was 
initiated last year which provides an additional 
$141,000 toward our 2021 operating expenses.  
All combined, we anticipate that we will be 
funding our church operations and supporting 
our mission partners at pre-pandemic levels 
this year. 

March Year-to-date Results
Through the first three months of 2021, our 
pledge receipts are running $25,885 favorable 
to our budget, thanks to strong pre-payments 
received in late 2020 and in January, 2021. In 
addition, our expenses through the first three 
months are approximately $43,700 under our 
budget giving us a solid financial start for 2021 
despite all of the challenges we are facing.

Moving Forward
     Our campus is in great condition and our 
staff and volunteers have worked very hard 
behind the scenes to reinvent how we connect 
as a church family. As we begin to open our 
campus for in-person worship and community 
activities we will see more re-engagement with 
one another and hopefully, a relatively quick 
return to normalcy for our church family.
     The session will continue to keep a close 
eye on giving and match that to our spending 
levels to ensure that we maintain our solid 
financial footing through these trying times. 
With your help, we will continue to support the 
vital ministries of our church. 

Giving Options
     Please continue to mail your contributions 
to us at the church or donate online. Your gifts 
make a great difference during this challenging 
season.

Online: If you are interested in giving 
electronically through our secure e-giving 
process, please visit FirstPresSarasota.org and 
select the online giving button. 

Texting: Are you interested in the convenience 
of contributing by text message? Text FPC2050 
to 73256 to donate via text. Standard rates may 
apply. 

Mail In: All mail, including contribution checks, 
securely arrives to our church office. 

• Online Giving
     To donate online, go to www.firstpressarasota.
org and click on the "Online Giving" button on 
our home page.
     You will designate the amount and select 
a fund and an optional memo.  For instance, if 
you want to make a contribution towards your 
pledge, you would select General Fund.  You 
then will enter your email address and press 
“Continue.”   You will be asked if you would like 
to create an account or continue as a guest. If 
you are a member, you might want to create 
an account so you can set up a recurring 
contribution or view your contributions.  
     If you have selected to continue as a guest, 
select your checking account, savings account, 
debit card, or credit card (Visa, Master Card, or 
Discover), then enter the pertinent information, 
and press “Give.”  You will receive an email for 
your receipt.

     If you created your own account, follow these 
five steps: 

1 – The gift amount and fund will be displayed.
2 - Enter how often you want to give.
3 - Select a payment method.
4 - Review and process your gift.
5 - View and print your receipt.

Each step must be performed to complete the 
online giving process.
     If you have any questions, call Lisa Garcia 
(941) 955-8119, ext. 101.



• How to Continue to Protect 
   Yourself After Being  
   Vaccinated   

    submitted by Cheryl Track  
              Faith Community Nurse     
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     If you want to be vaccinated, the process 
has become pretty easy if you live in Sarasota. 
Walgreens, CVS, and Publix are just a few 
local pharmacies providing the vaccine. You 
can register online or simply walk in and ask 
if there are any extra doses available. That is 
how I received my second vaccine since my 
scheduled time clashed with my work schedule.
I worry as I hear people tell me they are now 
vaccinated and feel they can go on with life as 
before the pandemic.
     The vaccine is not itself the endgame. To put 
the crisis behind us, “we need up to 80 percent 
of the U.S. population to get the vaccine,” warns 
Panagis Galiatsatos, M.D. at John Hopkins 
School of Medicine. 
     The Pfizer vaccine was shown to be only 
52 percent effective 21 days after the first 
dose. That’s not so safe. You need both doses 
to achieve the 95 percent effective threshold 
found in the clinical trials by the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines. You should consider yourself 
still fully at risk until several weeks after your 
second dose, and then you will still need to 
continue all the current recommendations 
regarding social distancing and wearing a 
mask, vaccinated or not. This is because up 
to 10 percent of vaccinated individuals will 
not be protected from getting COVID-19 and 
because reinfection can still occur. The vaccine 
itself doesn’t prevent you from contracting the 
virus; it simply prepares your body to mount 
a vigorous defense so that if you do become 
infected, the resulting illness is far less likely to 
be life-threatening. 
     Scientists don’t have enough data to know 
how long the vaccine remains effective, so that’s 
another reason to continue safety measures 
until the vast majority of people are vaccinated. 
The first people to take the vaccines in clinical 
trials did so only last September, so more will 
be known this coming September if protection 
lasts a full year. 
     So, don’t let your guard down just because 
you are vaccinated. Continue to follow CDC 
recommendations to protect yourself and those 
around you.
Taken from AARP Bulletin, Jan/Feb 2021, Your 2021 
Prevention Plan

• FPC’s Mission Partnership with 
  All Faiths Food Bank

Our emergency food distribution site
continues to remain open!

Thursday Mornings : 8:45 - 11:30 a.m. 
    (distribution 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.)

     The food distribution is by drive-through 
with volunteers loading cars as clients circle 
in the parking lot during the allotted time. 
Volunteers are needed each Thursday. Task 
options include sorting and distributing food, 
setting up, cleaning up, and directing traffic.
     All safety measures are in place: Masks 
and closed-toe shoes required for volunteers; 
gloves and hand sanitizer provided; masks 
required for walk-up food recipients. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Contact Bob Kirkpatrick, rkirkhv@aol.com or 
(941) 355-0809 
or Dave Householder, dphouse47@gmail.com 
or (724) 462-4235

Please consider becoming a part of this exciting 
ministry to our community!

• Mask Up
     Comfortable and attractive blue cloth masks 
with the FPC logo are just $5. 
     Proceeds go to support our youth ministries. 
Contact the church office to pick one up or 
have it mailed to you.



• Birthdays

May

• Anniversaries

Blessings from  
your church family
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Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 39 
Issue #4. Please submit articles for the next  issue 
by May 15, 2021. Articles submitted are proofed and 
edited.
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Return Service Requested

• Pentecost Offering
     On Sunday, May 23, we will be receiving the 
annual Pentecost Offering. This unique offering 
allows congregations to direct 40 percent 
of what they receive for ministries to benefit 
vulnerable children, youth and young adults. 
The remaining 60 percent supports various  
Presbyterian Church (USA) missions through 
child advocacy (10 percent), youth ministry 
(25 percent), and young adult volunteer 
opportunities (25 percent). 


