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Dear friends, 

     Many of us are giving thanks as we see COVID-19 case numbers decreasing and 
numbers of immunizations increasing in our area. We continue to pray that the same 
soon will be true around the world. 

     Most of you are aware that during the last month our nation’s Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) modified its guidance for persons who are fully vaccinated. 
Out of a desire to provide as safe and hospitable an environment for congregational 
gatherings as is possible, the session recently decided to institute the following policies 
on the church campus, including for worship services, beginning June 6: 

     Please let us know if you have feedback you would like to share. I will list session 
members’ names at the bottom of this page. 

     It is wonderful to have you returning to worship, as you feel ready. Our celebration 
of Pentecost last week was rich and full. Your joy at being together was palpable. But 
whether you worship from home or join us in the sanctuary, it is such a privilege to be 
the Church of Jesus Christ with you. Please let us know if there are ways we can help 
you to feel more connected to your church family. 

   Your sister in Christ,

Current session members: Dick Clapp, Rebecca Clissold, Lorraine Foltz, Craig Gesell, 
David Gulliver, David Householder, Bob Kirkpatrick, Denise Landers, Annette Landes, 
Jean Luker, Carol Papa, Lisa Saba, Sue Hargis Spigel, Kay Steinman, Bob Wrobel

• Unvaccinated persons should continue to mask and maintain a minimum  
   6-foot distance from persons outside their household.
• Fully vaccinated persons no longer need to wear masks or practice social  
   distancing.
• Anyone who feels more comfortable masking, for whatever reason, is  
   encouraged to continue the practice.
• On one side of the sanctuary, every other pew will be blocked so that those  
   who need or prefer to maintain social distance, can more easily do so.
   On the opposite side of the sanctuary, every pew will be available for  
   seating.
• Registration will no longer be requested prior to worship. 
• At least through the summer, we will continue to serve communion in  
   individually-sealed containers that worshippers may pick up at the door as  
   they arrive. 
• Hymnals and Bibles will be returned to the pew racks. 

• New Worship Time 
 This Sunday, May 30, and continuing 
through June and July, we will gather for 
worship in the sanctuary each Sunday 
morning at 10:00 a.m.
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• The Cowden-Smith Library is Open 
   Monday – Friday, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
   and on Sundays, 10:00-11:00 a.m.

     On Sundays, look for the FPC library book 
cart in the narthex! There will be a varied 
selection of our newer books from which you 
can choose, including some children's books. 
No due dates; simply return when you finish 
with them. A sign-out sheet will be on the cart. 

• FPC Sarasota’s Campus Clean-Up
   Saturday, June 5, 7:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

     Inside and outside tasks—something for 
everyone! Come and join the fun of working 
together to tidy up our campus. Projects will 
include gardening, window cleaning, and craft 
room organizing. Call the church office to sign 
up or for more information (941) 955-8119.

• Pastoral Care 
     When you or a loved one is hospitalized, 
it is imperative that you contact the church or 
one of the pastors to inform us directly and 
inform the hospital that you are a member of 
our congregation and would welcome a visit by 
one of our pastors. Hospitals will not contact 
the church. We have also discovered that some 
will no longer even list a patient as our church 
member on their internal records unless the 
patient is careful to note their relationship with 
our congregation. Thank you for your assistance. 

• The Future Is Coming!
     A Mission Study Team has 
formed and is working full-
steam-ahead to meet with 
members of our congregation 
in small groups to prepare for 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Sarasota’s next chapter.
     A key part of the process 
involves church members meeting in small 
groups (Zoom or face-to-face) to talk about 
visions for the future of FPC. These meetings, 
lasting only 60 to 90 minutes, will take place in 
June and July and will lead to a report on where 
we stand, what we hope for, and how God is 
guiding us to be the Body of Christ here and 
now.
     Watch for details and be ready to sign up 
for a convenient time for you to participate. We 
value your input and need as many members as 
possible to participate.

Mission Study Team: Elaine Barnett (Chair), Ed 
Clissold, Michael Fingerle, Frank Frey, Janet 
Olshewsky, Joanne Simons, Emily Weitekamp

• FPC’s Mission Partnership with 
  All Faiths Food Bank

Our emergency food distribution site
continues to remain open through June!

Thursday Mornings: 8:45 - 11:30 a.m. 
    (distribution 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.)

     The food distribution is by drive-through 
with volunteers loading cars as clients circle 
in the parking lot during the allotted time. 
Volunteers are needed each Thursday. Task 
options include sorting and distributing food, 
setting up, cleaning up, and directing traffic.
     All safety measures are in place: Masks and 
closed-toe shoes required for volunteers; gloves 
and hand sanitizer provided; masks required for 
walk-up food recipients. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Contact Bob Kirkpatrick, rkirkhv@aol.com or 
(941) 355-0809 
or Dave Householder, dphouse47@gmail.com 
or (724) 462-4235

Please join us in being a part of this exciting 
ministry to our community!

• Resurrection House Update
     Resurrection House is open each Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. There are still a few volunteer spots 
available. If interested, please contact Joe at 
rhlucero@verizon.net. 
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• Pastoral Development Seminars
   by George E. Chorba  
   member of PDS leadership team

     In 2013 our congregation began a unique 
venture to foster the development of new 
ministers. Each year some six men and women 
come to Sarasota for a five-day seminar in 
October and again in February. They gather here 
for spiritual growth and leadership development 
as they learn from each other and from two 
gifted seminar leaders we provide. Since 2013, 
42 pastors have made it a priority to participate 
in our Pastoral Development Seminars.
     They bring a case-study from their ministry 
for peer review, and agree to preach in our 
chapel, as they enjoy the insights and feedback 
from members of our congregation.  Because 
we hold our Faith Focus Weekends during their 
time here, they also learn from outstanding 
church leaders whose broad experience and 
national reputations add a special dimension to 
being with us.
     However, it is often the warm hospitality of 
our congregation that has meant the most to 
them; staying in our homes, kayaking in nearby 
mangroves, or joining us at tables for a shared 
meal in the Fellowship Hall.  This is what two of 
them have told us:

       For fifteen years Merle and I led a national 
program for the Presbyterian Church which 
was very similar to our Pastoral Development 
Seminars.  We know the great value women and 
men discover as their call to ministry deepens 
and they establish ongoing friendships with 
colleagues.

   

 We will host our eighth Pastoral Development 
Seminar October 20-24, 2021 and February 2-6, 
2022.
     Because we only ask these men and women 
to provide their own transportation to Sarasota, 
there is always an opportunity for our members 
to help with our expenses and we encourage 
that. Two other ways to help are by providing 
meals and home stays. Stay tuned for ways you 
can be involved. In so many ways, we receive far 
more than we give.  I know I always do.

“This seminar exceeded my expectations.  
I left feeling energized and excited.  The 
seasoned pastors, new friends and skilled 
laity shared their knowledge, experience 
and wisdom  with openness and 
generosity.  I could not be more grateful 
for this incredible seminar.”

“My experience was very positive.  
It was helpful to receive advice from 
experienced pastors. The entire 
congregation was extremely welcoming 
and made us feel like part of the church 
community.”

     The scripture in Isaiah is full of promise and, 
at the same time, is an honest warning. The 
word ‘when’ is ominously stated and assumes 
that we all will face overwhelming difficulties. 
The comfort comes from the words that God 
will also be with us. This can be true in many 
forms, but one of the wonderful ways that 
God can be with us is through the patient and 
faithful presence of a fellow believer. This is 
what Stephen Ministers are trained to provide. 
They are trained to offer confidential care 
for you during what can be the most difficult 
and overwhelming times. They can be God’s 
wonderful presence during the time of passing 
through ‘water’ and ‘fire.’
     If you or someone you know is hurting, find 
out more about Stephen Ministry. Please call 
the church office (941-955-8119) to speak with 
Transitional Pastor Margaret LaMotte Torrence, 
Faith Community Nurse Cheryl Track, or 
Director of Music Ministries and Congregational 
Care Steven Phillips.

When you pass through the waters, 
 I will be with you;

and through the rivers,  
they shall not overwhelm you;

when you walk through fire  
you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you. 
 -Isaiah 43: 2 NRSV



Social Justice Corner
by Dorothy Murphy  
SURE Team Leader
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SURE Criminal Justice Committee Well 
Represented by FPC
     FPC members continue their mission to 
initiate Adult Civil Citation in Sarasota County.  
Michael Brown, Judy and Phil Kuebbeler, Jim 
and Dorothy Murphy, Sara Myers, and Ann and 
Don Opdycke are giving their time, talent and 
voices to this justice cause.  The team seeks to 
make Adult Civil Citation a reality in Sarasota 
County.  People committing misdemeanors 
need to admit guilt, pay restitution and go 
forward with any additional consequences, 
i.e., special classes or training.  They do not, 
however, need to be branded with a life-long 
arrest record for making a mistake.
     We are making progress, but there are 
challenges ahead. The Criminal Justice 
Committee was active in April with essential 
meetings with the following elected officials.

Meeting Regarding Juvenile Civil Citation 
with Sarasota Clerk of Court Karen Rushing, 
April 20
     Rev. Carla McCook, of St. Margaret of 
Scotland Church, posed this question, “Ms. 
Rushing, will you work with State Attorney 
Brodsky to figure out a way that his staff can 
review the juvenile misdemeanor arrests to 
screen for civil citation eligibility before your 
office files the paperwork?”  SURE believes 
there needs to be a second screening before 
any documentation is sent to the Clerk of Court.  
Once the Clerk of Court receives an arrest 
record or Notice to Appear it becomes a life-
long permanent record. This question enlisted 
lengthy and inconclusive  discussion. The 
Clerk of Court stated she wanted to be helpful 
and that solutions need to be researched so 
children aren’t penalized with arrest records.   
All agreed the DJJ (Department of Juvenile 
Justice) dashboard does always coincide with 
what is listed by Sarasota agencies. The follow- 
up meeting on May 13 was productive with 
the Clerk of Court saying she was definitely a 
stakeholder to implement Adult Civil Citation in 
Sarasota County.  

Meeting with Police Chiefs of Sarasota 
County, April 22
       Rev. Laurie Etter, of First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, presented SURE’s 
message regarding Adult Civil Citation.  She 
stressed that in order to get the program up 
and running, it is essential that each of the city 
police departments in the county (Sarasota, 
Venice and North Port) gives the Sarasota 
Sheriff’s Department the authority to screen 
people at the jail. It is hoped that the Sarasota 
program will function like the one established 
in Pinellas County. 

Statewide Meeting with Corporal Blair, 
Hillsborough County, April 23
     Andy Lee, of BOLD JUSTICE, led the meeting 
attended by 40 people from across the state.  
SURE representatives were Nancy Taylor, of 
Faith Lutheran and Dorothy Murphy, of FPC 
Sarasota.
     Both SURE representatives agreed that we 
are proceeding ahead of other agencies in the 
state regarding Adult Civil Citation.

Meeting With Sarasota County Sheriff 
Hoffman,  April 27
     Rev. Laurie Etter, of First Congregational 
United Church of Christ led the meeting.  Sheriff 
Hoffman supports a strong Adult Civil Citation 
Program and will communicate this to the police 
chiefs of Sarasota, Venice and North Port.  He 
will seek a meeting with State Attorney Brodsky 
to discuss draft questions pertaining to driving 
offenses and possible fee structure.  He agrees 
that his department also has concerns related 
to DJJ Dashboard reporting. Major Woodring, 
from his department, will review his findings 
with SURE.  Sheriff Hoffman  will attend the 
statewide Criminal Justice Zoom meeting on 
June 22. His next scheduled meeting with SURE 
is June 10, 11:00 a.m.  
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• Invest in Children 

School is Almost Out!
     The school year for Sarasota County students 
will end on June 11! It has been a historic year for 
all schools, but a particularly bittersweet year 
for our mission partner, Brentwood Elementary 
School.  Jarred by the tragic death of a student, 
the staff and students have begun to walk 
through their grief and take steps toward to 
healing.  We give thanks to God and the many 
helpers who have supported the school during 
this difficult time.  The late Mister Rogers said 
that in times of tragedy, look for the helpers. 
Brentwood has been blessed by the many 
helpers who reached out to them after the 
death of their eight year-old student.
     First Presbyterian Church has been among 
those helpers throughout the entire school 
year by providing school supplies, brunch for 
the staff, Blessing Tree gifts for many students 
and their families, adopting seven classrooms, 
providing water bottles for each student, and 
sharing grief-related books for the school.  
Thank you!
     Now, as we look toward the future, the 
Steering Committee has these immediate plans:  
 

  •  bringing our volunteers back to the  
      classrooms, 
  •  gathering supplies for the students,
  •  providing extra reading books, and 
  •  hosting a welcome-back brunch for the  
      staff.  

     Watch for information next month about 
how you can help fulfill these plans to support 
this amazing Title-1 school!
     In the meantime, have a wonderful summer.   
Be careful to watch for all those children who 
are riding their bikes and scooters.
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Youth Sunday Was Awesome
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Thank-you, Youth!



• June is Men’s Health  
   Month   

    submitted by Cheryl Track  
              Faith Community Nurse     
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     Men’s Health Month is an annual observance 
aimed at raising awareness of preventable health 
problems and encouraging early detection and 
treatment of disease among men and boys.
     The average man pays less attention to his 
health than the average woman. Compared to 
women, men are more likely to drink alcohol 
and use tobacco, make risky choices, and not 
see a doctor for regular checkups.
     It’s important to brush up on your health 
facts, listen to your body and be sure to get 
regular checkups. Not only will you live longer, 
you’ll have a better quality of life.  

General Health – Even if you don’t feel sick, it’s 
important to see your doctor regularly.  Here 
are some of the screening tests recommended 
for men 65+:
  •  Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (age 65-75  
      and have smoked)
  •  Blood Pressure Screening
  •  Colorectal Cancer Screening (until the age  
      of 75)
  •  Dental Exam
  •  Eye Exam
  •  Hearing Test (if you have symptoms of  
      hearing loss)
  •  Lung Cancer Screening (55 AND have 30  
     year smoking history AND you  
      currently smoke or have quit in the past 15  
      years)
  •  Depression Screening
  •  Diabetes Screening
  •  Prostate Cancer Screening
  •  Cholesterol and Heart Disease Prevention

Illness – It seems simple, but if you’re sick — see 
your doctor. According to the Health in Aging 
Foundation, 40% of men said that when sick, 
they delay seeking medical care for a few days, 
and 17% said they would wait “at least a week.” 
Don’t wait. Prompt medical care can be the 
difference between life and death.

Medications – It’s important to take medications 
as directed, and to keep a complete list 
of your medications handy.  Always bring 
your medications with you to your doctor 
appointments. Know why you are taking each 
medication.

Vaccines and Inoculations – Keep up with 
recommended shots, including for flu, shingles, 
pneumonia, diphtheria/tetanus, and now 
COVID.

Healthy Eating – Older men need more calcium, 
vitamin D, fiber and potassium. Experts 
recommend limiting fat calories to 20 to 35 
percent of your diet and suggest the following 
guidelines for daily calorie needs for men 50 
and over:
  •  Not active: 2,000
  •  Moderately active: 2,200 to 2,400
  •  Active: 2,400 to 2,800.

Additionally, it is recommended that senior 
men try to incorporate 30 minutes of physical 
activity, five times a week into their daily 
schedule.

Use Sunscreen – Up to 50 percent of Americans 
who live to age 65 will have at least one skin 
cancer, and Caucasian men are particularly at 
risk. Try to avoid the sun during peak hours from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., wear a hat and sunglasses, 
and liberally apply SPF-30 or greater sunscreen 
to all exposed skin. Make sure to see the 
dermatologist regularly.

     So, don’t be an average man, get on board 
with protecting your health today!
Taken from menshealthmonth.org.

Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 39 
Issue #6. Please submit articles for the next  issue 
by June 15, 2021. Articles submitted are proofed and 
edited.



• Birthdays

June

• Anniversaries
Blessings from  

your church family

WWW.FIRSTPRESSARASOTA.ORG                                                                                                                                                                  9

6 Larry & Sara Myers
8 Ron & Jinny Miller
9 Thom & Janet Olshewsky
10 Bill & Emily Rickloff
 Don & Jane Wright
11 Bob & Nancy Lindsley
 Chuck & Linda Hollen
12 Roy & Jennifer Yahraus
 Tom & Margaret Noble
13 Mark & Jean  Martin
14 Bradford & Leona Nees
 Jim & Dorothy Murphy
 John & Marilyn Wadsworth
15 Phil & Judy Kuebbeler
 Thomas & Rachel Martin
 Jerry & Anna Bedford
17 Roy & Betsy Chapman
20 Ed & Rebecca Clissold

21 Kent & Sara Miller
 Kyle & Allison Mendenhall
 David & Mary Federico
22 Tom & Barb Andrews
 George & Merle Chorba
 Steve & Erin Dean
 Jim & Marcia Brown
24 Bill & Kay Dunn
25 Thomas Friedman & Charlotte Davis-Friedman 
26 Dwight & Donna Ferguson
 Phil & Harriette Humphreys
27 Gary & Debbie Williams
 Wayne & Rita Estes
28 George & Gail Buermann
29 Jim & Elaine Barnett
 Graham & Linda Hart
 Bill & Nancy Racine

1 Blake Williams
 Kathie Dodge
2 Jeff Bartell
3 Eric Walther
 Larry Myers
4 Thyra Schwab
 Tom Hanway
5 Bill Dunn
6 Jinny Miller
 Lilly Dean
 Steve Fantauzzo
7 Rebecca Clissold
 Bill Mutryn
8 Rich Dulaney, Jr
9 Diane Bittner
10 Twila White
 Connor Landers
11 Wendy Miller
12 Dick Webb, IV
 Paul Klick, III
 Jeanne Manser
 Bonnie Strickland
13 Marilyn Barkley
 Phyllis Ewald
15 Adam Martin
 Annette Landes
16 Stephen Mitchell
 Steve Dean
 David Federico

17 Reva Mitchell
 John Edds
18 Judy Kuebbeler
 Ryken Miller
 Emory Frandsen
19 Dorothy Murphy
 Katie Saba
20 Deborah Downs
 Heather O'Neill
 Karen Eber Davis
 Gay Tennis
21 Patrick Mitchell
22 Carolyn Cooke
24 Janet Clark
 David Young
25 Marilee Young
26 Jesse Adumuah
 David Clapp
27 Bill Rickloff
 Dottie Goodale
 Susan McDonald
 Brooke Saba
28 Suzie Barnwell
 Matt Bretoi
29 Hal Davidson - 100th Birthday
 Bonnie Lankford
 Gary Gering
30 Dee Stottlemyer
 Judy Rhoades
 David Low, Sr
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Return Service Requested

• Hurricane Season Begins June 1 through November 30
       from Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN)

Hurricane Preparedness Tips
It’s that time of year again! Colorado State University has announced their 
predictions as “above average” for the 2021 Hurricane Season. We need to 
prepare for this season with 

safety protocols in mind by restocking hurricane 
kits, developing a plan and checking whether your 
evacuation zone has changed. 
        

    If you or someone you know has needs such 
as oxygen, medical equipment or other special 
requirements, register now with your county’s 
special needs registry (Sarasota county: https://
www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/
emergency-management/medical-needs-program. 
This gives officials important information to use in 
planning for vulnerable populations as well as allows 
first responders to provide special assistance during a disaster.
   


