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• Reflecting on This Year’s Stewardship Campaign
     We kicked off our stewardship campaign in early September with a goal of inspiring 
newfound excitement about the future of First Presbyterian, as we overcome the 
disruption caused by the pandemic and reunite our church family. Weaving a New 
Tomorrow was a fitting theme for our effort.  

     Members of the congregation have given us very positive feedback, describing 
the campaign as uplifting, honest, inspiring and even fun. Imagine that – a “fun” 
stewardship program! We also made and shared two important videos as part of the 
effort.  You can access those on the FPC website.  While it usually takes several weeks 
for all of the pledges to be received, the results to-date are encouraging – we’re 
seeing a nice increase over where we were at this point last year. 

    If you haven’t yet made your pledge, we still need your help! Our future together 
has so many important facets—welcoming a new senior pastor, and working on our 
many mission efforts during a time in which needs are magnified. And everyone’s 
active participation is critical to realizing God’s vision for us. Visit the stewardship 
section of the church’s website for more information about how to join in the effort.          
 

     Thanks to everyone who actively helped this year’s stewardship committee. And 
of course, thanks to all of you who have volunteered or already sent in your pledges.

Yours in Christ,

Stephen Knopik

Over the course of the month-long campaign, we were reminded

 • that our church is a place where lifelong relationships  
    are formed and nurtured

• that our mission outreach changes the lives    
   of both neighbors in need and volunteers

• that God guides each of us to use our unique  
  gifts to bless the world.

We also watched a talented artist weave 
treasured fabrics and fibers into an amazing 
tapestry, the beauty of which we did not 
foresee!
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         First Presbyterian 
Preschool has embedded 

its roots in the Sarasota/Manatee community  
since 1947 by delivering a quality educational 
program for children. By instilling a love of 
learning, using a play-centered curriculum, and 
inspiring creativity, we build the critical skills 
necessary for lifelong learning.
     From that first day in 1947, the preschool has 
enjoyed a beautiful partnership with the church, 
providing support and vitality for each other. 
We cherish this relationship and are committed 
to its continued strength and reciprocal well-
being. This year, we are reaching out to ask 
you to help keep us STRONG. We believe the 
preschool is enhanced by its relationship with 
the church, and the church is enlivened by the 
preschool.
     Our preschool community found success 
last year in overcoming the many challenges 
presented by the ongoing pandemic. We 
are grateful to share that our church and 
preschool families opened their hearts and 
gave generously in the most uncertain time in 
most of our lifetimes. In our 73-year history, we 
had never been in such need, nor had we ever 
seen such an outpouring of generosity. We are 
filled with a sense of gratitude that is hard to 
articulate.  
     As we approach 2022, we will keep the work 
ing to GROW STRONG as we know the church, 
our families and the broader community are 
relying on us to continue to offer the unique gift 
of an excellent preschool experience that helps 
give children life-long roots for making good 
choices and treating others with compassion 
and respect.
     Please be in prayer for our preschool and 
consider a financial love offering to strengthen 
and grow the operating reserves. If you can 
help, we would welcome a gift of any amount. 
Send your donation made payable to First 
Presbyterian Church with Preschool Grow 
Strong in the memo line. 

Please Give Strong to help us  
continue to Grow Strong!

• Growing Strong
    by Clare Carter, Preschool  
    Director  
    and the Preschool Board  
    of Directors

• Masking Policy
     Our session met on October 26, and took 
a fresh look at our masking policy, following 
the most recent decline in COVID-19 cases in 
Sarasota, County.  After a long discussion, the 
session elected to change our policy in response 
to this change in circumstances. The following 
decision was made: 

As long as daily new cases of COVID remain 
under 10 new cases per 100,000 in Sarasota 
County:
 

• Masks will be optional for those who are 
vaccinated.
• Masks will continue to be required for those 
who are unvaccinated, 
• With the exception that the preschool board 
will have the autonomy to make masking 
decisions affecting the preschool. 
 

If daily new cases rise above 10 cases per 
100,000, masks will again be required when 
inside (for both the preschool and other church 
groups).  
      This change will be announced in worship 
on October 31. Masks will not become optional 
in worship until November 7, 2021. 
     The session was trying to balance many 
needs in making this decision, but is aware 
that congregants face a wide variety of 
circumstances. If you are negatively impacted 
by this decision, please contact me at 
MLTorrence@firstpressarasota.org or reach 
out by phone (cell: 828-712-7188). The session 
would like to be fully informed of your needs, so 
that we may better seek a faithful way forward. 

Gratefully, Margaret

https://covidactnow.org/us/florida-fl/county/
sarasota_county/?s=24791394
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• The Foundation of  
   First Presbyterian Church
   by Beth Byron-Reasoner, trustee

     The Foundation for First Presbyterian Church 
of Sarasota is your opportunity to invest in our 
congregation’s long-term financial health and 
our mission to faithfully serve the Lord, Jesus 
Christ. Your investment will help ensure that 
First Presbyterian continues giving glory to 
God for generations to come.  

About the Foundation
 

     The Foundation stewards the endowment 
funds of First Presbyterian. These funds are 
invested and maintained because we know 
that God has a purpose for First Presbyterian 
beyond our lifetime. Presently, the Foundation 
has a balance of just over $1,300,000 divided 
among its five funds.  A gift you make to the 
Foundation can be directed to any or all five of 
the designated endowment funds: 
(1) General Endowment
(2) Property Endowment
(3) Mission and Ministry Endowment 
(4) Scholarship Endowment
(5) Temporary Fund for Designated Gifts  
And, as the assets of the Foundation grow, your 
gift will grow right along with them.  

Distribution of Funds
     In the spring of each calendar year, the 
Foundation distributes approximately 4.5% 
of the endowment assets to the session to 
supplement the operating budget. These funds 
are used to enhance FPC ministries on our 
campus, in our community, and around the 
world.  As the balance of the Foundation grows, 
the annual distribution grows, too. Earlier this 
year the Foundation was pleased to be able 
to distribute $60,359 to support the session in 
2021.  
     The Foundation distributions have been 
used in support of our children, youth, and 
Presbyterian Women.  It has provided college 
scholarships for FPC members and assisted 
other members with the costs of attending 
Presbyterian meetings and conferences. It 
has helped to enhance our music programs, 
preserve, and care for our FPC campus, and it 
is utilized to supplement the annual operating 

budget, expanding the breadth of our ministry 
in the church, our community, and the world.  
     If you would like to learn more about how 
to make a gift to the Foundation or if you are 
interested to learn about becoming a member 
of the board, please contact any of the 
Foundation’s board of trustees: Betsy Marshall, 
Michelle Young, Ric Saba, Rich Paul, Michael 
Brown, or Beth Byron-Reasoner.  

• Hanging of the Greens
 “The glory of Lebanon will 

come to you, the pine, the fir 
and the cypress together
to adorn the place of my 

sanctuary; and I will glorify 
the place of my feet.”   

- Isaiah 60:13

     Please join us on Saturday, 
November 20 from 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m. as we decorate 
the church for the Christmas 
season. Contact Denise 
Landers at (941) 587-7992 to 
register for this event.

• Thoughtful Giving
     Give a gift in honor of a loved one or in 
memory of a loved one to celebrate Christmas.  
Or, you simply might want to support a ministry 
without designating someone.
     In November, Thoughtful Giving booklets will 
be mailed to each household.  During this season 
of thankfulness, let us share and support the 
many ministries of First Presbyterian Church.  
Each booklet has a form for you to complete.  
Enclose a check and include the names of those 
you are honoring or those for whom you are 
giving in their memory.  Within a week, we will 
mail a card to the person your are honoring or 
you may choose to pick it up at the office and 
mail it yourself.  

My command is this:  Love each other 
 as I have loved you. -John 15:12



• New Adult Education Zoom Class  
   Begins Tuesday, November 23
   “Advent: The Season of  
    Hope and Expectation” 
  

    This learning opportunity for adults begins 
Tuesday, November 23 at 11:30 a.m. and 
continues each Tuesday through December 28 
via Zoom. 
     In the weeks leading up to Christmas, 
the Church celebrates Advent. This season 
gets its name from the Latin term adventus, 
meaning “coming.” It is a season when the 
Church prepares for Christmas Day—the great 
celebration of God, the Savior, coming to us 
in Jesus Christ. In this time of waiting and 
anticipation, we will focus on what Advent 
brings as Christ comes. The class will discuss 
together the rich biblical and theological 
terms centering on the message we proclaim 
as we tell the world of the birth of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
     Join with others to engage in the wonder 
of preparing for Christ’s coming. All are 
welcome! The class will be led by Elaine 
Barnett, a member of FPC, an elder and a 
Certified Christian Educator. You can sign up 
for the class by emailing Elaine at ewbarnet@
me.com.

Tuesday, November 23 - Advent Hope
Tuesday November 30 - Advent Peace
Tuesday, December 7 - Advent Joy
Tuesday, December 14 - Advent Love
Tuesday, December 21 - Christmas Savior
Tuesday, December 28 - Epiphany Light
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• Love Notes

Dear church family,  
     I was so happy to celebrate 
the life of my sister, Ernestine, 

with you.  You all have been part of our lives 
since we joined your fellowship.  The cards, 
phone calls, face-to-face condolences and your 
attendance at the memorial service are witness 
to the Christ-loving congregation that you 
represent. “Ernestine has flown away” and I am 
joyous for the reunion that awaits her.  

Love in Christ,  
Naomi Pearson

• New Adult Education Class  
   In-person on Sundays,  
   Beginning November 7
  “Spiritual and Moral Issues in  
   American Fiction”

     This in-person Sunday morning class will be 
taught by Dr. John Parks on Sundays at 10:00 
a.m., in room 223, November 7, 14, 21, and 
December 5, 12, and 19. 
     As serious literature, good stories offer what 
Mathew Arnold called 
a “criticism of life.” As 
such, stories invite 
readers to a reflection 
upon our condition in 
the world. This often 
entails grappling with 
spiritual and moral issues such as innocence 
and guilt, loyalty and betrayal, choice and fate, 
meaning and emptiness, hope and despair. Our 
exploration will be prompted by reading stories 
by Edgar Allen Poe, Stephen Crane, Ernest 
Hemingway, Willa Cather, Katherine Anne 
Porter, and Raymond Carver. We may find that 
these stories offer a diagnosis of our condition 
and a challenge to our beliefs.
     Come for stimulating interaction with these 
timeless themes. Stories to be discussed will be 
posted on News@First and provided as printed 
hand-outs in the class and the church office 
one week prior to discussion.  

• From Rise Against Hunger 
     We are delighted to announce that the meals 
your church packed (12,096 meals) from your 
Rise Against Hunger Experience in September 
have been shipped. The container totaling 
285,120 meals from our Houston warehouse will 
be received by our in-country partner Convoy 
of Hope in Haiti.
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• Social Justice Corner
by Dorothy Murphy  
SURE Team Leader

Thoughtful Giving Booklet: Earle Kelly 
Memorial Scholarship Fund  
     

     The Mission and Justice Committee encourages 
each of us to read the annual FPC Thoughtful 
Giving booklet when it is mailed to our homes 
later this month.  SURE, among other mission 
partners, is one of the ministries that we are 
invited to invest in. The memorial scholarship 
fund is listed because Earle Kelly gave much of 
himself to SURE’s causes.  The following shares 
more about Earle:  

“Let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds.” 

- Hebrews 10:24

Beware of the Consequence
     When you or someone you know is given 
an NTA (Notice to Appear) by a police officer, 
this will appear as an arrest record.  Sometimes 
people assume this simply means a notice 
to appear.  It is more than that.  It is an arrest 
record that becomes part of an individual’s 
criminal record.

Some Really Good News! 
     Just like FPC, SURE has been going 
through the process of hiring someone for 
a key leadership position. As this goes to 
press, SURE is interviewing candidates for the 
Lead Organizer position.  We are united in a 
concert of prayer and believe we will have an 
outstanding Lead Organizer hired to lead us in 
the new year 2022.  Please pray with us.

Affordable Housing
     We know the Affordable Housing Research 
Team has been placed on hiatus.  When the 
newly-hired Lead Organizer is on board, 
we hope to bring this necessary life-giving 
community item back on our research agenda.  
Rev. Ryan McBride, now Interim Lead Organizer, 
is passionate regarding Affordable Housing and 
wants to see us back on track.  Three of our FPC 
Affordable Housing Research team members 
are Barbara Chase, Bob Kirkpatrick, and Mary 
Willis. They have given their time and talents 
for many years to strive to make affordable 
housing a reality in Sarasota as one way to 
honor God by honoring our neighbors.   Rev. 
McBride welcomes anyone contacting him for 
more information about Affordable Housing. 

 
One of the most valuable lessons learned 
about healing and justice is when people 

who have said, “It doesn’t really impact me,”  
realize that it does indeed impact them.

The SURE Earle Kelly Memorial Scholarship 
Fund was set up nearly two years ago in 
order to honor the memory of Earle Kelly.  
Earle volunteered through high school and 
in college with SURE and loved justice. 
Though we lost Earle in this life to a tragic 
car accident nearly two years ago, we hope 
that through this fund his legacy will live on 
and encourage many other young people to 
love others and stand for justice.
     The fund is set up for a college-aged 
or young adult intern who is interested 
in pursuing a career in justice ministry or 
as a community organizer. Through this 
scholarship fund, we are able to expose 
even more young people to the great work 
of doing justice in our cities. The interns help 
the full-time staff with research, combing 
through data, setting up appointments with 
public officials, fundraising, meeting with 
corporate investors, and much, much more.



     What happens when you 
need someone to share your 
heart with and rely on for 
a long time? Someone to 
help you get through a loss, 
terrible diagnosis, separation 
in a relationship, or a life- 

changing event? It may not be serious enough 
for professional help, but it is debilitating 
and full of foreboding. Who do you talk to? 
Sometimes one’s own family is the source of 
the pain or just interested in your getting over 
the problem. Who will be with you for the long 
recovery or to help you endure?          
     Stephen Ministers are trained for just such 
times in your life. They are prepared to be 
compassionate, confidential listeners. They 
can faithfully be with you while allowing God’s 
Spirit to do its work in you. Stephen Ministers 
provide a continuing care for as long as 
they are needed. Stephen Ministers are also 
equipped to help you find resources that may 
be appropriate for you through a dark time, 
should that also be needed.
     If you or someone you know is hurting, find 
out more about Stephen Ministry. Please call 
the church office (941) 955-8119 to speak with 
Margaret LaMotte Torrence, Transitional Pastor; 
Cheryl Track, Faith Community Nurse; or Steven 
Phillips, Director of Music  and Congregational 
Care. 

     In spite of the many challenges that Family 
Promise – and the world – have dealt with over 
the past 12 months, there have been many 
wonderful successes in the Home for Good 
program which prevents family homelessness 
and diverts recently unhoused families into safe 
living situations. 
  

Served 130 families including 355 children under 
the age of 18 were served:

• 12 newborns, age 0 to 6 months
• 71 toddlers, age 6 months to 3 years
• 18 PreK, age 3 years to 5 years
• 190 elementary students, grades K to 8
• 64 high school students, grades 9 to 12

Donations were distributed:

• 48 families received kitchen items, including  
   pots/pans, dishes, small appliances. 
• 28 families received towels, linens, and  
   bedding.
• 24 families received infant/baby supplies.
• 28 families received “Welcome Home”  
   baskets filled with cleaning products.
• 68 families received emergency food  
   delivered/picked up. 
• 15 families/children received summer camp  
   bags filled with summer supplies.
• 10 families received holiday gifts for all  
   family members.
• 34 families received toys/games/birthday  
   cards for children with gift cards.
• 11 families received assistance with  
   transportation thru Uber.
• 33 families received referrals to Legal Aid. 
• 28 families received assistance with  
   payments to utilities, auto lenders, and  
   landlords.
• 1 family received a donated vehicle.
• ALL families received intake, case review,  
   budget and planning assistance, referrals to  
   services, leveraged benefits through  
   partners, discharge planning, and 24/7  
   support with Director. 

     Family Promise is so grateful for everyone 
who has the heart to give and chooses to donate 

 PO Box 48199, Sarasota, FL 34230-8199 to Family Promise and the families it serves. 
You may donate to Family Promise through the 
giving page on the First Presbyterian Church 
website. Go to https://secure.accessacs.com/
access/oglogin.aspx?sn=91629 and select 
“Family Promise” from the drop-down menu. 
Family Promise and its clients appreciate all 
you do. 
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     When someone hears their doctor or nurse 
mention the words “palliative care,” many 
times their immediate reaction is, “I don’t 
want that yet.” However, when palliative care 
is suggested, there is a high probability that a 
referral to palliative care would improve their 
quality of life. 
     Palliative care is not the same as hospice care. 
Both hospice and palliative care are for people 
with diagnoses of serious illnesses. However, 
you can use palliative care the moment you 
get a diagnosis and throughout treatment of 
a condition, not just at the end of life (the last  
six months or fewer to live). The focus is on 
improving, restoring, or maintaining quality of 
life. 
     Palliative care can provide support to you and 
your family and can help you make decisions 
about the care you receive. The extra care you 
will receive from the care team can help keep 
you home and out of the doctor’s office and 
hospital. 
     Palliative care can be provided to a person 
with cancer who is receiving treatment with 
curative intent, but may be experiencing 
debilitating side effects from the treatment. 
It can also be provided to a person who has 
chronic pain, congestive heart failure, kidney 
failure, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, 
Alzheimer’s Disease, Parkinson’s Disease, 
dementia, and COVID. 
     Symptoms that are impacting a person’s 
quality of life could be pain, shortness of breath, 
fatigue, anxiety, depression, lack of appetite, 
nausea and constipation, qualifying them for 
palliative care. 
     My hope is that you are now more educated 
on the difference between hospice and 
palliative care and won’t be fearful of making 
the choice to improve your quality of life, if 
needed. Early intervention is key for palliative 
care and hospice. 
     Feel free to reach out to me if I can be of 
assistance or if you have any questions. Cheryl 
Track, faith community nurse, (941) 320-3828, 
4tracks@comcast.net

• The Truth About 
Palliative Care 
submitted by Cheryl Track,  
 Faith Community Nurse     

• Invest In Children 
   by Jinny Miller, co-coordinator 

Good News from Brentwood!
     Yes, we’ve received GOOD NEWS from 
our mission partner, Brentwood Elementary 
School.   VOLUNTEERS  will soon be able to 
return to the Brentwood campus!   
     If you are interested in volunteering or 
just want to learn more about this amazing 
opportunity to invest some time with the 
Brentwood students, please contact Jinny and 
Ron Miller at jinnyron@gmail.com  or by phone 
at Sunnyside Village, 941- 371-2750, extension 
554.   
     Volunteers will have a variety of areas in 
which  to serve — from classroom helpers to 
one-on-one mentors.  You may choose the 
amount of time spent at Brentwood — from 
one hour a week to several hours a week.   
     More information will be available soon, but 
we can prepare now. Join our amazing group of 
FPC volunteers — this Title 1 elementary school 
needs YOU!
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     First Presbyterian Church, Sarasota 
       presents our annual 

Brightening Christmas for 
Brentwood Elementary School  

Students in need & their families 

 

• 

• 

• 



• Presbyterian Women 
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Presbyterian Women's Thank Offering
     The PW thank offering is collected in the 
fall of each year to celebrate the blessings 
in our lives.  The offering funds projects not 
included in ongoing General Assembly mission 
support.  This year's grant recipients include 
Hagar's Community Church, Tacoma, WA; 
Holston Presbytery Camp and Retreat Center's 
Nature Preschool, Banner Elk, NC;  Cooperative 
Christian Ministries' Operation Desert Drop, 
Concord, NC; Springwood Presbyterian 
Church, Whitsett, NC; Habitat For Humanity 
Homeownership Mentoring, Orlando, FL;New 
Hope Harbor Facility of Hope Harbor Ministries, 
Warm Springs, GA; Cancer Association, 
Anderson, SC; Frontera de Cristo, Douglas, 
AZ; Child Advocacy Services' Calming Corner 
and Sensory Center, Hammmond, LA; Koinonia 
Ministries Sunday School and Day Care Center, 
Orange Walk, Belize;  Puerta Abierta Libros 
Abiertos (Open Door Open Books), Santiago, 
Guatemala; and Chasefu Theological College 
Female Hostel Construction, Chasefu Zambia.

     To contribute to this year's Thank Offering, 
please send your check made out to 
Presbyterian Women, with "Thank Offering" in 
the memo line, to the church office (2050 Oak 
Street, Sarasota, FL  34237 Attn: Mary Webb).   

Presbyterian Women is 
sponsoring an All-Church 
Seed-packing Event to 
Support the Ministry of 
Hope Seeds International 
Inc. 
Tuesday, November 9  
at 9:30 a.m. 

     Hope Seeds is a charitable Christian 
ministry that seeks  to improve the nutrition of 
the poorest in the world by providing quality 
garden seed and agricultural education through 
Christian missionaries and organizations. 
     Hope Seeds strives to help as many as 
possible grow food for themselves to help 
fill that hunger and to share the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with every shipment of seed and 
materials. Teaching someone how to grow 
their own food while sharing our faith in God 
is the core purpose of Hope Seeds. 
     We welcome all who would like to participate 
in packaging seeds to meet in the Fellowship 
Hall. We will be masked and practicing social 
distancing during the event.
 

November PW Zoom Gathering
     The next PW gathering is Tuesday, November 
2 at 10:00 a.m on Zoom.  We will dedicate our 
annual thank offerings and present a lifetime 
membership award.  You are welcome to linger 
after the meeting for a time of fellowship.  The 
zoom link is:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84370487880?pw
d=T3hHRld1VW82V0RaRTBkZFB5VHBLdz09



• Birthdays

November

• Anniversaries

Blessings 
from  

your church 
family
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Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 
39 Issue #11. Please submit articles for the next  
issue by November 15, 2021. Articles submitted are 
proofed and edited.

7 Andrew & Stephanie Copa
11 Shelly & Vicki Wacksman
12 Troy & Aly Papa
16 Bill & Barbara Epperson
19 Ray & Judy Hord
20 David & Darla Gulliver
21 Van & Sue Baker
24 Joe & Wendy Mastripolito
26 David & Michelle Young
27 Mike & Mary Groninger
 Bob Kelly
 Joe & Joan Callan

1 Jeannette Hohmann
 Jason Smith, Jr.
2 Bob Kimbrough
 Doug Adamson
3 Sue Pantling
4 Bobbie Stevens
 Bonni Arbuckle
 Ed Clissold
 Marta Jimenez-Aquino
5 Sue Peters
6 Dave Lamb
 Emma Johnson
7 Jim Kimbrough
8 Bill Heburn
 Clarance Jones
 Abbey Tyrna
 Mike Bressan
 Dominic Fantauzzo
9 Georgia Yeomans
 Mike Okey
11 Andrew Millar
 John Schaub, III
 Steven Phillips
12 Joan Maxwell
 Sally Thompson
 Ewan McPheeters
 Austin Garraus
 Olivia Bressan
13 Caroline Steinwachs
 Will Steinwachs
 Mary Williams
 Adaline Tyrna-Leshko
 Dave Householder
14 Steve Largo
17 Bob Lindsley
 Kelly Saba
 Ruth Shaw

18 Steve Phillips
 Bettie Blake
19 Billie Burquest
 Charlie Stottlemyer
 Gayle Kloss
20 Don Fleming
 Thom Olshewsky
21 Monica Steiner
22 Jim Dean
24 Jim Jackson
25 Ron Saba
 Alison Ulsh
 Isabella Mendenhall
26 Emilie Kimbrough
 Kassidy Saba
 Hayden Khuu
28 Andy Reasoner
 Mary Ziegler
29 Olivia Mendenhall
 Nancy Spaulding
30 Fran Lawrence
 Molly Cole

Sunday, November 28 at 10:00 a.m.  

Intergenerational 
Advent Workshop 

Fellowship Hall/Courtyard
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