
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.     - John 1:5

Dear friends,

     Though our culture would tell you we are finished with the Christmas season, the 
church stubbornly holds on to our celebration, our vigil, through Epiphany, January 
6. To my mind, there is something beautifully subversive about continuing to sing of 
Jesus’ coming when the world has moved on to other things. The Messiah came when 
no one was paying attention. God still comes to dwell in unsuspecting hearts.

     This year we will celebrate Epiphany in worship on Sunday, January 9 at 10:00 
a.m. in the sanctuary. In keeping with our practice, each worshiper in attendance will 
receive a star-shaped piece of paper on which will be written a single word. If you 
would like a star mailed to you, please call the church office (941) 955-8119 or email 
Rachel Martin at RMartin@FirstPresSarasota.org. The word you receive will become a 
“star to follow” for the coming year—a particular way for you to watch for God at work 
in the world and in your life. If you have a story to share of what it meant to follow 
your star in 2021, I would love to hear it! Just give a call or send me a note. 

     Following worship, we will gather in the fellowship hall for a reception to honor 
Lydia Chapdelain, who is stepping back from an official staff role as our Children and 
Youth Leader. Lydia will continue to be an active member and parent in our community, 
but we want to celebrate the heroic work she has done in the last couple of years. 
Please come and share your thanks in person on the 9th (we’ll have a basket available 
to receive any notes you may want to share with her).

May you continue to witness to the light that shines. 
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Blessed are you in whom 
the light lives,
in whom
the brightness blazes—
your heart
a chapel,
an altar where
in the deepest night
can be seen
the fire that
shines forth in you
in unaccountable faith,
in stubborn hope,
in love that illumines
every broken thing
it finds.

Jan Richardson, Circle of Grace

 

Blessed are you 
who bear the light
in unbearable times,
who testify to its endurance
amid the unendurable,
who bear witness to its persistence
when everything seems
in shadow
and grief.

Blessed Are You Who Bear the Light
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• New Eight-Week Adult Education  
   Class
    “Every Living Creature: God’s Design  
      for Animals” 
January 16, 23 & 30; February 13 & 20; March 6, 
13 & 20 10:00 a.m. 

Taught by Doug DeCelle, retired minister, and 
Hal Serrie, anthropologist 

     Most of us who have had pets intuitively 
understand that animals are wonderfully noble 
and have a capacity to love that only can come 
from God. However, we never hear much in 
church about animals—why God created them 
or what God intends for them. The scope of 
grace is vaster and more creative than we once 
thought. Bible verses such as Colossians 1:15-
20, which speak of God’s interest in all things, 
in fact abound in the Old and New Testament. 
     Several academic theologians have begun 
to think freshly about all living creatures as 
players in God’s plan. This class will draw on 
their work and set before the participants the 
biblical evidence that God’s intention is to 
preserve all things, bringing them to perfection 
and a joyous, harmonious existence. We will 
consider the nature and destiny of the whole 
created world.
     For more details about this unique class, visit 
Doug DeCelle’s website: 
 

https://www.douglasdecelle.net/every-living-
creature-gods-design-for-animals/

Dear Family and Friends,
     At the end of January 2022, our mom, 
Susan DeWyngaert, will be retiring after 
thirty-nine years of ordained ministry. She 
has passionately and dutifully served four 
congregations throughout the last four 
decades; Selwyn Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Venice Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian 
Church of Sarasota, and Woods Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. Throughout those years 
we know she has touched many lives. She has 
ministered, mentored, loved and cared for so 
many of you during her ministry. We have been 
fortunate enough to witness these relationships 
and also receive your love and friendship. Our 
family is incredibly grateful for the many ways 
our churches loved and supported us while 
mom served.
     As a celebration of Susan’s life and ministry, 
we would like to put together a book of notes 
and photographs from the important people in 
her life. If you’re able, please consider taking 
a few minutes to write a note to Susan. It can 
be as long or short as you’d like. It can include 
a favorite or cherished memory, a photograph, 
a note of gratitude or admiration, etc. We will 
assemble everything into a scrapbook to give 
her after her retirement. Remember to sign 
your name! 
     Please send your items by January 30, 2022. 
You may email a printed copy to sarahkdbum@
gmail.com or mail a handwritten version to 
693 Counsel Drive NE, Marietta, GA 30068. 
Please include a photo if you can!
      If you are interested in sending a video 
format, please let us know and we’ll figure out 
the best way to receive that. 
 
Many blessings, 
Sarah DeWyngaert Bumgarner and Rachel 
DeWyngaert Workman

• Former Pastor Susan DeWyngaert  
   Retiring After 39 Years of  
   Ordained Ministry

We received the letter below from Susan’s 
daughters letting us know of her retirement.  
Susan was our senior pastor from May 1997 – 
March 2011.  

https://www.douglasdecelle.net/every-living-creature-gods-design-for-animals/ 
https://www.douglasdecelle.net/every-living-creature-gods-design-for-animals/ 


• Pastoral Development Seminar/
Faith Focus Weekend
by Elaine Barnett, PDS/FFW team member

     February 2-6, 2022 will be an exciting time 
of supporting young pastors and learning 
together about climate change. It has been 
a long time since life around us has made it 
possible for these two important ministries to 
occur so do mark your calendars because there 
are many, many ways we all can participate.  
The rest of the PDS/FFW team is Merle and 
George Chorba, Michael Fingerle, Marvin Miller, 
Sandi Soper, and staff resources Rachel Martin 
and Pam Schweizer.
     Wednesday, February 2, the seven guest 
pastors will arrive on our campus 
along with the Seminar Leader, 
Rev. Lori Raible, Pastor of Selwyn 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte, NC. The guest pastors 
are from Delaware, Michigan, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. They were originally 
going to come October 2020 and February 
2021, but COVID changed those plans. They 
have been meeting together with Lori via Zoom 
to begin getting to know each other. There will 
be sermons to hear, meals to share, a Sunday 
class to attend, and delightful young leaders in 
the Presbyterian Church to get to know. 
     All of you are invited to come hear and offer 
comments to these young pastors on their 
sermons. Sermons will be preached at 9:00 a.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 3 and at 
9:00 a.m. on Friday morning, February 4. This 
group will be sharing learning times together 
and also moments of fun and recreation, thanks 
to the kindness of a number of members of 
First Presbyterian. 
     Saturday morning 
at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall 
begins our Faith 

Focus Weekend. We are most excited 
to let you know that our speaker 

will be Rev. Neddy Astudillo, 
a Venezuelan eco-theologian 
and PC(USA) pastor. Neddy 
coordinates GreenFaith’s Latinx 

and Latin America Organizing 

and Training program. Neddy has a Doctor 
of Ministry in “Greening the Church.” In 1998, 
she co-founded the Angelic Organics Learning 
Center, a farm-based nonprofit organization, 
where people connect with food, farming 
and caring for the earth. Neddy teaches eco-
theology at seminaries in the U.S. and Latin-
America. In 2019, Neddy was published on 
Kairos for Creation, Confessing hope for the 
Earth, a call to the churches of the World 
Council of Churches to declare a decade for the 
healing of creation. In 2020, Neddy received 
the Presbyterians for Earth Care annual award 
for her commitment to Environmental Justice.
     Neddy’s topic on Saturday morning is 
Ministering with the Earth: What is Climate 
Change and What Can We Do About It? The 
environmental and climate crisis challenges 
us to look at our relationships with nature, 
understand its root causes, and find our moral 
and spiritual tools to overcome the crisis. 
This will be a time of biblical and theological 
study, self-reflection and considering faith-
based actions to undergird a way out of the 
environmental and climate crisis. 
     The CLEO Institute based in Miami will also 
be part of the Saturday presentation. Plan to 
join us at 10:00 a.m. to 
hear what our faith leads 
us to believe and do 
about climate change. In 
addition, several hands-on art and plant-
related activities will be offered. Following 
Neddy’s presentation a $10 boxed lunch will be 
provided.  Be sure to sign up for the brunch in 
advance by calling the church office (941) 955-
8119 with your reservations.
     Sunday morning Neddy will be preaching 
at both worship services and the seven pastors 
will be leading a Sunday School class at 10:00 
a.m. talking about their ministries, their calls, 
joys, and challenges.
     It’s going to be a great weekend. Don’t 
miss it! 
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• Meet Our New Members!
   by Joanne Simons

Valbona (“Val”) 
Blinishta grew up in 
an isolated area of 
Albania where there 
were no roads, no 
cars, and, until she 

was in high school, no electricity. 
She learned English by reading 

the Bible. Val attended Georgetown University 
and is an IT project manager for Amazon. She is 
married to Klod Shehu. They have a two-year-
old daughter, Clara Shehu, and a four-year-old 
son, Edrian Shehu. Her mother, Marije, lives near 
the family. Val is open to being involved with 
any church activities. In her free time, she likes 
cooking (she is very good at Italian dishes), 
hosting, going to the beach and the pool, and 
just sitting in the sun and being grateful.

Marije (pronounced much like 
“Maria”) Blinishta is Val’s mother. 
She is also from Albania and is a 
retired nurse. She is grandmother 
to Clara and Edrian and helps 
to care for them. Her English is 
limited but her smile says it all!

Sharon Lee (“Shari”) Greenburg 
is a PK (preacher’s kid). Her father 
was a Presbyterian minister in 
California. She grew up in the 
San Francisco Bay area, went 
to Westminster College in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and did graduate 
work at Cal State Hayward in 

Education. She taught second and third grades 
in Livermore, CA, and met her husband at a 
teachers’ course in Boston. They settled on Long 
Island, NY, where Shari subbed in the schools 
there, performed in hundreds of musicals 
touring NY and NJ, and sang for three years 
with the Long Island Opera. She loves working 
with children. Shari served several terms as an 
elder in her church in NY, put on musicals with 
the children, and taught Sunday School.
     Shari’s hobbies include singing and acting. 
She is a theatre geek as is her daughter, Carrie. 
Carrie did an internship at Asolo and when 

Shari visited here, she fell in love with the area 
and the local arts. Shari, has been singing with 
church choirs since she was five, and now is a 
talented addition our choir. 

     Virginia Lee (“Jennie”) 
Harrod lives much of the year 
in Lockport, KY, with frequent 
stays at her home in Bradenton. 
Her 91-year-old mother is still 
living in the house where she 
grew up. Jennie’s “children” are 
a piglet named Minnie Pearl 
and two rescue cats. She is a 

devoted aunt to her brother’s children, Sophie 
and John, whom she describes as, “brilliant, 
beautiful and bombastic.” Jennie attended the 
University of Kentucky as an undergraduate 
and the rival University of Louisville Law School 
where her father, grandfather, and cousin also 
earned their degrees. Jennie farms the family 
farm on the Kentucky River, practices law, and 
will soon retire from her sixth elected term as 
Henry County Attorney. In her free time, she 
enjoys singing and playing musical instruments. 
Jennie has been attending FPCS since 2018 
and is welcomed by the choir any time she is 
in town. Jennie says, “I hope to remain active in 
the wonderful choir led by the brilliant Steven 
Phillips.”

James Jordan is also a preacher’s 
kid and a ballet dancer. James 
grew up in Staunton, Virginia, 
where his father was the pastor 
of Olivet Presbyterian Church. 
After nearly three decades as 
Ballet Master with the Kansas 
City Ballet, James accepted the 

same position with the Sarasota Ballet in 2014. 
James also manages the house for Sarasota 
Estate Auction. Meeting Steven Phillips led 
James to First Presbyterian.

David Purdy is a proud 
Kentuckian. He was ordained as 
an elder at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Owensboro. He 
attended Kentucky Wesleyan 
and then joined the Marine 

continued page 5
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Corps. After serving, David joined the family 
business, a department store/shoe store/home 
goods store. Later he worked in Chicago for 
a company that imported home goods and 
was there until the COVID-19 pandemic hit. He 
would still like to go back to work! David enjoys 
gardening and yard work. Widowed after 48 
years of marriage, he was introduced to First 
Presbyterian Church by his former neighbors, 
Bob and Ellen Forbes. David has two grown 
children: Martin is married, lives in Fargo, 
ND, and works for Caterpillar; Mary has one 
son, Logan, who will graduate from Western 
Kentucky University in 2022. David attends 
the 11:00 a.m. service and especially enjoys the 
music and Margaret’s sermons.

Jenn Stutler has lived in Sarasota 
for the last twenty years. She 
has 14-year-old twin daughters: 
Jaidyn McAlister and Kaitlyn 
McAlister. They also have two 
cats: Pumpkin and Boo. Jenn 
grew up in Sebring, FL, and 

was raised in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Michelle 
and David Young first 
encouraged the Stutlers to 
visit FPCS. 
     Jenn has a degree in 
Construction  Management 
from the University of 

Florida and is president and owner of Stutler 
Strategies, a consulting firm specializing 
in construction space. Jenn sees herself 
volunteering for “task-y” type projects: serving 
food, stuffing mailings, and the like. She likes 
riding bikes, is a total “foodie,” enjoys reading, 
and loves to travel. She and her husband, Denver, 
play tennis together and enjoy spending time 
with the kids.

Denver Stutler is married to 
Jenn. He attended the University 
of Central Florida where he 
received his BS and MS degrees 
in Civil Engineering and played 
football. Denver is a co-founder 
and CEO of US Submergent 
Technologies, a company that 

specializes in cleaning in deep wet conditions. 
He was formerly the Chief of Staff to Governor 
Jeb Bush and is a former Secretary of Florida 
Department of Transportation. He has two 
sons: DJ Stutler who is in medical school, and 
Chandler Stutler who works for his dad. Denver 
is passionate about feeding the hungry. In his 
free time, he enjoys yoga, swimming, reading, 
and family vacations.

Shelley Watson grew up 
in Dallas, TX. She did her 
undergraduate work at 
Trinity University in San 
Antonio, and earned a law 
degree at South Texas 
College of Law in Houston. 
Formerly an attorney, she 
is currently at home with 
her sons, Oliver (7) and 
Lochlan (5). Shelley is 

hoping to return to work in some capacity in 
the next year. Shelley, her husband, Charles, 
and the children, found their way to the church 
through our preschool. Shelley serves on our 
preschool board. This is the last year that her 
boys are in preschool and Shelley looks forward 
to becoming active in other areas of church 
life. She enjoys reading, cooking, yoga, Pilates, 
tennis, and walking their new puppy.

Suzanne (“Kitty”) Waxman was 
born in Lansing, MI, and was 
raised in Williamsport, PA. She 
has lived in Sarasota for 36 years 
and recently moved downtown 
to Towles Court with her three 
cats: Harry, Patron, and Sissy. 
Suzanne is a retired nurse and 
retired real estate broker. She’s 
a certified Veterinary Technician 

and Equine Sports Massage Therapist who has 
been working in the commercial construction 
field for the past 20 years. She is a dedicated 
equestrian who rescues large and small animals. 
Suzanne says, “I have met some amazing people 
since I have been attending services. I feel very 
happy and at home!”

• Meet Our New Members! (continued from page 4)
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• Preschool News
   by Clare Carter, Director

     All is quiet at the preschool, and I have a 
moment to reflect on the joyful moments 
and blessings we have experienced since we 
reopened in September. Thank you for all you 
do and have done to help keep our doors open. 
Life, especially around the holidays, is usually 
filled with a lot of busyness that can often keep 
us from seeing the magic in ordinary moments. 
Our students see something new and wonderful 
every day. They are captivated by the details of 
life - a tiny caterpillar, a turtle on the playground, 
the silky feel of finger-painting. They remind us 
to notice the seemingly insignificant moments 
and give thanks for them. Experiencing the 
holidays through their eyes is a precious gift 
that the teachers and I treasure, and I cannot 
begin to tell you how privileged we feel to be 
a part of their lives. This year we were beyond 
grateful to have our Christmas program, in 
person, in our beautiful sanctuary. Seeing our 
students’ smiling faces and hearing their joyful 
hearts sing felt like a Christmas miracle! 

     We are all grateful for each one of you for 
all you do to provide for our preschool and for 
all you do to make our school the special place 
it is. We would like to send a special thank you 
to everyone who has already contributed to our 
Grow Strong campaign. One of the reasons we 
have such a wonderful preschool is because of 
the generosity of First Presbyterian Church and 
we are truly grateful for your continued support!
     If you have not already done so, please 
consider making a tax-deductible donation to 

the First Presbyterian Preschool Grow Strong 
campaign. Your gift supports everything: the 
salaries of our wonderful teachers, new books 
for reading corners, paint and supplies for art 
stations, magnifying glasses for science centers, 
and much, much more! Most importantly, your 
gift will help us continue to build a nest egg to 
ensure we are able to offer a beautiful preschool 
experience to the children of our community 
for another seventy-five years! Thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts for your generous 
donations.

    We wish you all a happy new year 
filled with love, peace, joy, and good 
health. 
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• Social Justice Corner
by Dorothy Murphy  
SURE Team Leader

SURE Forges Ahead into 2022!
     SURE Team Leaders Don and Ann Opdycke, 
Judy and Phil Kuebbeler, and Jim and Dorothy 
Murphy, and the 40 network member SURE 
team, enthusiastically look forward to an active 
SURE (Sarasota United for Responsibility and 
Equity) agenda during 2022.  
     This month we will meet with Chief Assistant 
State Attorney Craig J. Schaeffer,  appointed 
by State Attorney Brodsky, our lead with 
SURE. We refer to what we want as Adult Civil 
Citation. The State Attorney’s office refers 
to it as Sarasota Adult Pre-Arrest Diversion 
Program (APAD).  We have now adopted this 
terminology.
     SURE continues to research, discuss and 
negotiate the remaining stumbling blocks to 
creating a working APAD program in Sarasota.  
APAD must be created so the same equitable 
results become reality for adults as youth have 
experienced with the Juvenile Civil Citation 
program.    
     SURE does not want to be soft on crime.  We 
want to be smart on crime.   When committing a 
misdemeanor, people need to admit what they 
have done; pay restitution if necessary, attend 
classes if directed to (i.e., anger management, 
drug, etc.); and adhere to all aspects of APAD.   
SURE strongly believes someone should not be 
branded for life with an arrest record simply 
because they committed a misdemeanor. In 
the same breath, we do not want to criminalize 
poverty by having people jailed because they 
simply cannot pay fines once they have been 
arrested.  

The following is an update of some of the 
points from the most current APAD draft from 
the State Attorney’s Office:

Positive Points of this Draft

     From previous discussions, there are now 
ten points on which we agree. Especially 
important is that driving on a suspended/no/
expired license or tag are included. Petit theft is 
included with no unnecessary limits which were 

previously discussed by the State Attorney. 
Both of these items are considered victories 
for SURE.

Concerns with the Draft (things worth fighting 
for)

     Both “failing to obey a police officer”, 
and “resisting or opposing an officer without 
violence” are excluded offenses.  These are very 
subjective offenses and many communities 
have high numbers of black people who are 
arrested as their sole offense.  It would help 
SURE to assess the importance of this if we had 
accurate data from the Clerk of Court which we 
are seeking.
     The cost to participate in APAD, not including 
the cost of classes will be $165.  This is very high 
and there are no exemptions for those who 
are below 60% of area median income. $25 of 
this fee is to go to Crime Stoppers, a private 
non-profit organization.  At this point, SURE 
does not know much about Crime Stoppers.  
Interestingly, the Hillsborough program costs 
$50. We need more information from the 
State Attorney on how the program costs are 
calculated. 
     There is not yet discussion about screening 
to ensure that eligible people don’t fall through 
the cracks. Screening also helps ensure that 
there is equal access and no unconscious bias 
related to who gets access to APAD. 

     The SURE Criminal Justice Research Team 
has its work cut out for them.  Please keep SURE 
in your prayers.  We are trying to make changes 
so justice is more accessible for everyone.  We 
do not want people sitting in jail when they 
would be better served by being part of APAD.

Whether you turn to the right or the 
left, your ears will hear a voice behind 
you saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”      
                                                        -Isaiah 30:21
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• Love Note

Dear First Presbyterian Church,

     Thank you so much for 
adopting the ESOL (English to Speakers of 
Other Languages) students at Brentwood 
Elementary.  There are many supplies I was able 
to purchase with your generous $100 donation 
(headphones, vocabulary games, letter/sound 
games, letter tiles, and dry erase boards).  Thank 
you for your continued support of Brentwood!

Erin Tuttle
ESOL teacher

Brentwood Elementary School

     Our Stephen Ministry care team members 
are specially trained to help participants of the 
First Presbyterian Church community during 
times of crisis or need. They are trained to 
confidentially listen and remind you of God’s 
love. Stephen Ministers are there to help you 
realize the healing that may take time with 
God’s help. They can even do this in safe ways 
for as long as the pandemic lasts. 
     Currently, we have openings to offer care 
assistance. If you or someone you know is 
hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry. 
Please call the church office (941) 955-8119 to 
speak with Pastor Margaret LaMotte Torrence, 
Faith Community Nurse Cheryl Track, or 
Director of Music Ministries/Congregational 
Care Steven Phillips. 

• Presbyterian Women 
     Please join us in the fellowship hall 
on Tuesday, January 4, at 10:00 a.m.  
Our guest is Cindie Moore from the 
Association of Mam Christian Women 

for Development.  She has been to Guatemala 
recently and will give an update on the Mam, an 
indigenous people living mainly in the western 
highlands of Guatemala. For our enjoyment, 
Cindie will also be making a fruit punch similar 
to one the Mam women serve.

     If you have any unused postage stamps 
to share, please leave them in Mary Webb's 
mailbox in the church office or bring them to 
our January meeting.  We will be addressing 
birthday cards to our circle members.

    Save these dates and watch for details in the 
coming weeks.  Scholarship funds are available 
for the cost of any of these events, upon request.  

 • Saturday, February 5, 2022 - Peace River 
Presbytery PW Annual Gathering at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, Ft .Myers, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 
p.m. Worship service with special music and 
communion, business meeting and a biblical 
fashion show followed by lunch. The cost to 
register is $15. Please contact the church office 
no later than Monday, January 10 to register 
and drop off your registration fee for Mary 
Webb. Please make checks out to Presbyterian 
Women and put “annual gathering” in the 
memo line. Scholarship funds to cover the cost 
of registration are available for anyone who 
attends and requests it. Contact Flossie Paul 
at (941) 779-6055 or Pamela Lamb at (941) 
210-7478 if you wish to carpool or have any 
questions.

 • Monday, March 28 and Tuesday, March 29, 
2022 - Peace River Presbytery PW Spring 
Retreat at DaySpring Eposcipal Conference 
Center, Ellenton

 • Friday, October 21 through Sunday, October 
23, 2022 - Synod of South Atlantic PW Triennial 
Retreat at Epworth by the Sea Conference 
Center in St. Simons Island, GA.
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• Start the New Year 
Right, Know Your Risk for 
Glaucoma
submitted by Cheryl Track,  

 Faith Community Nurse     

     Glaucoma is a group of diseases that can 
damage the optic nerve in the eye. The optic 
nerve is the part of the eye that sends electrical 
impulses for sight to the brain. If left untreated, 
glaucoma can cause permanent vision loss or 
blindness. 
     Clear fluid flows in and out of a small space 
at the front of the eye and keeps the tissues in 
the eye healthy. If this fluid drains too slowly, it 
puts pressure on the optic nerve and can cause 
glaucoma.
     Often, there are no symptoms at first. Vision 
stays normal and there is no pain. But as the 
disease gets worse, side vision may begin to 
fail. Objects straight ahead may be clear, but 
objects to the side may not be seen. Over time, 
with no treatment, people with glaucoma may 
not be able to see objects straight ahead. 
     Anyone can get glaucoma, but people at 
higher risk for glaucoma are: 
 • African Americans age 40 and older  
• All adults age 60 and older, especially  
   Hispanics/Latinos  
• Those who have family members with  
   glaucoma  
• Those with diabetes  
• Those with hypertension  
• Previous eye injury
     An eye care professional can determine 
whether a person has glaucoma through a 
comprehensive dilated eye exam. Screening 
for eye pressure alone is not enough to detect 
glaucoma.
     Increased eye pressure means you are at risk 
for glaucoma, but does not mean you have the 
disease. A person has glaucoma only if the optic 
nerve is damaged. If you have increased eye 
pressure but no damage to the optic nerve, you 
do not have glaucoma. However, you are at risk. 
Follow the advice of your eye care professional.
Glaucoma cannot be cured, but treatment can 
help control the pressure in your eye and delay 
further damage to the optic nerve. The most 
common treatments include: 
• Medications, such as eye drops or pills 

• Laser surgery 
• Traditional surgery
    Early detection and treatment are the best 
ways to control glaucoma before it causes 
permanent vision loss. If you are at higher risk 
for glaucoma, be sure to get a comprehensive 
dilated eye exam every one to two years. To 
protect your vision from other risk factors, 
follow your doctor’s instructions for managing 
diabetes and hypertension. And be sure to use 
protective eyewear in the workplace and during 
sports and recreational activities. 

Taken from www.nei.nih.gov.

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming 
FPC Sarasota Blood Drives 
Sundays, March 20 and June 12 8:30 
a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
 

     On Sunday, December 
19, 24 life-saving units were 
collected—potentially saving 
the lives of 72 people. Thank 
you to all who donated!

     Contact Cheryl Track, Faith Community 
Nurse, to sign up for March 20: (941) 320-3828; 
4tracks@comcast.net. You may use the Quick 
Pass to begin the blood donation process on 
the day of your donation. Access Quick Pass at: 
https://suncoastblood.org/donate/quickpass/ 



• Invest in Children
   by Jinny Miller, co-coordinator

Christmas Blessings 
     Happy 2022, First Presbyterian Church! The Invest in Children Initiative welcomes the new year 
with hope and gratitude because of the Christmas gifts you made to the Blessing Tree Project for 
Brentwood Elementary School students and their families.  
     You contributed over $8,000 in gift cards or cash contributions for the families of 50 Brentwood 
students. In addition to the gift cards and cash contributions, many helpers made this gift to 
Brentwood families possible — from setting up the Blessing Trees to packing the large bags each 
family received, and everything in between.  It took a village!  Thanks to all those who shared their 
time, talent, and treasure in helping to make this beautiful tradition such a blessing to these families.
     The gifts were picked up at the church by the grateful families on Friday, December 17 and 
Saturday, December 18.  They received attractive bags which held beautiful stockings for the kids 
and a gift bag for the parents. Thanks to your generosity, we were able to share two $30 gift cards 
for each child, $200 in grocery gift cards for each family, and a generous check to the school!
     Thank you, again, for bringing Christmas blessings to these Brentwood families in need!   Please 
continue to pray for them and others whose needs are so great.  And have a blessed and healthy 
2022!
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20 Bill & Elaine Rice
21 Jeff Craig & Tony Herrle
22 Rick & Nancy Spaulding
28 Jim & Jane Minton

2 Pat Feeney
4 Barbara Chase
5 Rod Rhoades
 Susan Okey
6 Mary Ellen Miller
 Lisa Dunlap
7 Jen Smith
 Jean Emery
8 Jeannine Counts
 Nick Stine
9 Barbara Woods
10 Pat Jirus
11 Harry Steltmann
 Tim Goslee
12 Marti Cleland
 Gerald Moody
13 Keaton Van Nostrand
 Greg Courter
14 Elaine Rice
15 Allison Wright
 Michael Daly
 Danielle Daly
 Dick Teckenbrock
 Darla Gulliver
 James Millikan
16 Vivian Walther
17 Bradford Nees
18 Barby McKown
 Tracy Bretoi
 Lily Walther
19 Lisa Saba
 Taylor Hill

20 Sara Boudarga
 Jacob DiDonato
 Van Baker
21 Malcolm Good
22 Donna Ferguson
 Hayes Frandsen
 Thom Dederer
23 Dylan Interval
 Tom Jirus
25 Steven Moore
 Phil Hohmann
 Jean Hall
 Jerry Bedford
 Lorraine Foltz
26 Cindy Millar
 Betty Hastings
27 Juliette Williams
 Sara Myers
28 Janice McLeod
 Jill Fegan
 Tyler Reasoner
 Emily Cain
29 Carrie Mills
 Andrew Rippy
30 Leigh Ann Webb
 Sam Hall
 Victor Garraus
31 Tom Andrews
 Steve Knopik
 Thomas Carter
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