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Dear Friends, 

As I am sitting down to write this note, inviting you into the season of Lent, Ukraine has 
moved from simmering conflict to open war. While I sip a cup of tea to the chattering 
of birds in the early morning light, others are waking to horrors that will change them 
forever. How do we find our way forward in a world that holds delight and pain in such 
close proximity? If we do not look away from the suffering, distracting ourselves with 
what is bright and buoyant, will we descend into sadness we might not escape?

The season of Lent offers a different perspective. In the days ahead we will accompany 
Jesus on the road to Jerusalem. We will walk with him as he teaches and feeds, 
cures and confronts. As we go, we will face what we fear, move toward suffering, 
trusting that God goes before us every step of the way. You and I are able to make 
this journey because we live on the other side of resurrection. Because God brought 
life from Jesus’ grave, we can trust that there is no suffering God cannot redeem. 
Deep down we know that life emerges not from denial and distraction, but from a 
love that illumines and mends every broken thing it finds. 

Come just as you are. 

Ash Wednesday: this coming Wednesday, March 2 at 6:00 the sanctuary will be 
open for a brief but exquisite service of music and reflection. The heart-song of  
Issac Mingus’ cello, and the voices of our choir will invite us into God’s presence. I will 
offer ashes to any who choose to receive them. 

Sundays during Lent:  Although Lent is a season of reflection and penitence, it is 
worth remembering that the Lord’s Day is always a feast day and never a fast day. 
Because we know death does not have the last word, we will gather to give thanks, to 
be fed, and to offer our lives in service to our maker. 

Remember.
You were built for this,
the ancient path
inscribed upon your bones,
the persistent pattern
echoing in your heartbeat

Let this be the season
you turn your face
toward the One
who calls to you:

Return, Return

Let this be the day
you open wide your arms
to the wind that knows
how to bear you
home.
                    -Jan Richardson
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     Church Life is an app that is available to 
church members with iPhones or Androids. 
You can search for members and view phone 
and address information, photos, and family 
members. You can send a text or  call with a 
simple tap on the phone number. You can even 
send an email. Also, it is a quick way to give 
online.

Ready to go? Here are two simple steps:

1) Download ACS Church Life from your 
App Store using either iPhone or  Android 
(Blackberry and other mobile devices can 
enter www.churchlife.mobi from any mobile 
browser).

2) Log in. Use the same username/email and 
password you use for your member login on 
our website.

*You can bring your phone into the church 
office and Lisa Garcia, finance manager, would 
be happy to help you navigate getting Church 
Life on your phone.  Please call (941) 955-8119 
to set up a time.

Let’s take a look at the Let’s take a look at the 
FREE ChurchLife appFREE ChurchLife app

• Current COVID Guidelines  
   On-Campus
     The session continues to watch falling rates 
of illness in our area and to attend to guidance 
issued by the CDC. We anticipate returning 
to optional masking for those who are fully 
vaccinated, as soon as daily case rates are 
reduced to the threshold of 10 daily new cases 
per 100,000 residents in the county. If rates 
continue to fall at the current rate, that should 
be very soon. We will give one week’s notice in 
worship before returning to optional masking, 
so that all are prepared for the change. The 
session so appreciates the patience and 
compassion that the congregation has shown 
as we have attempted to meet the needs of the 
community, while exercising special care for 
the most vulnerable among us. 

• Annual Report 2021
     The 2021 Annual Report is available on 
our website (www.firstpressarasota.org, 
stewardship tab and select annual report) or 
you can come into the church office and pick 
up a copy.
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Look To the Cross: A Lenten Study   
Tuesdays, March 8 - April 12

     Lent is a time to focus on the cross 
as a central symbol of Christianity. 
Ever since early Christians began to 
reflect on the death of Jesus Christ, 
they knew the three hours when 

Jesus hung on a Roman cross were decisively 
important to their eternal salvation and their 
relationship with God. They found the cross 
had the power to change lives forever, through 
the forgiveness of sins and the new life that 
comes through the power of God. Biblical and 
theological perspectives will be explored to 
understand why and how Jesus’ death is so 
crucial to our faith. This class will be led by 
Elaine Barnett via Zoom and held Tuesdays 
at 11:30 a.m. beginning March 8. Sign-up by 
emailing Elaine at ewbarnet@me.com. Lesson 
titles are: 

March 8 - The Crux of the Matter
March 15 - The Cross as Necessary?
March 22 -  Accessing the Presence of God
March 29 - Picturing the Atonement
April 5 - The Cross in the Tradition of the  
               Reformers
April 12 - The Invitation to Live into the Way of  
                the Cross

• Adult Education Opportunities
Every Living Creature:  
God’s Design for Animals 
Wednesdays, February 23 - April 3
 

     The launch of this class 
was postponed due to 
high COVID transmission 
rates. The class began 
Wednesday, February 23, 
at 12:00 noon by Zoom, 
but it is not to late to join 

in. The Zoom link is in News@First! This class, 
taught by Doug DeCelle, retired minister, and Hal 
Serrie, anthropologist, will present the biblical 
evidence that God’s intention is to preserve all 
living things, bringing them to perfection and a 
joyous, harmonious  existence. We will consider 
the nature and destiny of the whole created 
world. For details about this unique class, visit 
Doug DeCelle’s website: 
https://www.douglasdecelle.net/every-living-
creature-gods-design-for-animals/ 

•  Beth Knopik’s Memoir:  
   Grace in Abundance
     Beth Knopik has written a memoir entitled 
Grace in Abundance, which is now available in 
our church library. Beth is a long-time member 
of FPC and many of you know she lost her 
16-year-old daughter to myocarditis in 2012. 
In her memoir, Beth writes about her life, loss 
and journey through grief. Beth's story includes 
Dr. Ray Woody, Reverend Clay Thomas and 
other members you might recognize. Most 
importantly, Grace in Abundance describes 
Beth's discovery of God’s grace during a very 
dark time. Beth has offered two copies of this 
limited edition to our church members.
     Powerful with beautiful imagery, Grace in 
Abundance is a must-read for anyone struggling 
with loss.

**An important side note: Beth has written 
a second edition of this book for a wider 
audience (omitting much of her family history 
and upbringing), and it has been picked up 
by a publisher. The title of the second edition 
is: Beyond the Rainbow, A Mother’s Journey 
Through Grief to Grace. Beth will have her own 
copies of this book for sale/distribution in April/
May and they are expected to be in bookstores 
and online avenues by October of this year. You 
will hear more about Beyond the Rainbow when 
it becomes available.
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Francis House
     The Francis House Steering Committee has begun a weekend hot meal delivery plan. Already, 
our First Presbyterian Church family delivered a healthy hot meal to the family currently staying in 
Francis House. Pine Shores Presbyterian Church will deliver the next meal. To support this mission 
with a cooked meal, contact Pam Mathes. Cell phone (518) 495-3776, Email: pjmathes@hotmail.com
     You can support Francis House by donating items from the list below, most of which are 
found on Family Promise’s Amazon Wish List. Look for a collection box in the Narthex or go to:  
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1GU9NWA2IBW9C/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_
encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist
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• Social Justice Corner
by Dorothy Murphy  
SURE Team Leader

Justice Back in the 90s
     Some people began to dream what justice 
could look like if congregations in the Sarasota 
area united as one entity to make Sarasota a 
more just and equitable community. Prayers, 
vision, and hard work in 1998 resulted in the 
creation of SURE.  First Presbyterian was among 
the first congregations signing this covenant.  

Comprehensive Treatment Court 
     Before 2016 a horrible cycle existed. Our 
brothers and sisters struggling with mental 
illness and homelessness were arrested, 
released, and then arrested again. Over and 
over.   Judge Erika Quartermaine had prepared 
a Comprehensive Treatment Court, but it was 
not funded. SURE used our people power to 
get the county, city and stakeholders to fund 
this court.

History of Restorative Practices in our 
Sarasota Schools 
     COVID has impacted the ministry of our 
volunteers at Brentwood Elementary and our 
SURE’s Restorative Practices Research Team.  
We look forward to SURE’s meeting to update 
the new school superintendent.

Current Criminal Justice Work with the 
State Attorney 
     We are close to coming to an agreement 
regarding the establishment of an Adult Civil 
Citation Program.  However, there is an impasse.  
The State Attorney is currently holding to a 
$165 fine, plus added costs for classes in order 
to participate. This cost could raise the total to 
$220, including a $25 fee to Crime Stoppers.  
SURE is opposed to this high fee. There is no 
fee for participation in Pinellas County.

SURE Clergy Prayer Vigil 
    Near the Sarasota County Jail, the congregations 
of SURE will unite on Tuesday, March 8, 11:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. for a prayer vigil to pray for 
a significant reduction in the cost of the Adult 
Civil Citation program by the State Attorney.  
Please view the current News@First  and Sunday 
bulletin messages for updated information.

Criminal Justice Research: Fees and Fines 
Justice Center 
     SURE and its DART (Direct Action and 
Research Training Center) affiliates met 
statewide with the justice center to ask 
questions and gain a better understanding of 
how fines and fees are structured in Florida.  
Statewide, good public transportation systems 
are not always available for citizens.  We were 
reminded that driving becomes essential in 
many cases to survive, i.e., getting to work, 
medical and dental appointments, getting 
to day care, grocery shopping, etc. We also 
learned County Clerks of Courts have 90 days 
to send an uncollected license fee payment to 
a collection agency which may choose to add 
up to 40% as a collection fee.  

SURE People Power Needed
     SURE needs the united power of our 
congregations to communicate our vision for 
justice and to put it into practice.  Bring your 
friends, neighbors, and relatives with you as 
we work together to create a justice program 
that better functions for all of us.  Mark your 
calendars for these important dates.

PEOPLE POWER NEEDED  
TO KEEP JUSTICE ROLLING! 

RALLY:  Monday, March 14, 6:00 p.m.

Nehemiah Action:  Tuesday, April 5, 6:30 p.m.

Stay updated for place by checking FPC’s 
weekly communications

                                       

Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly  
with our God.  Micah 6:8
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• Presbyterian Women 

     The fifth chapter of John begins with a story 
of a paralyzed man who had lain for 38 years 
waiting by the water at the Pool of Bethesda. It 
was believed that if the water became disturbed, 
it was a sign that an angel was present and the 
first person who entered the pool was healed. 
The paralyzed man notes to Jesus, that if only 
he had someone to be with him and help him, 
he would be healed. Thankfully, there was 
someone and Jesus did heal him in a surprising 
and immediate way.

     Tragedy, loss, illness, and the end of a marriage 
can also prove to be events where you may 
come to realize just how alone and vulnerable 
you are. Although they cannot perform miracles, 
Stephen Ministers can be that companion to 
be with you and help you as Christ does the 
healing. Stephen Ministry provides confidential 
companionship for those who may be suffering 
alone and for as long as they are needed. They 
are also equipped to help you find resources 
that may be appropriate for you through a dark 
time. 
     Currently, we have openings to offer care 
assistance. If you or someone you know is 
hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry. 
Please call the church office (941) 955-8119 to 
speak with Pastor Margaret LaMotte Torrence, 
Faith Community Nurse Cheryl Track, or 
Director of Music Ministries/Congregational 
Care Steven Phillips. 

     The annual PW Peace River 
Presbytery spring retreat has 
changed to one day only on Monday, 
March 28 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

on the beautiful campus of DaySpring Episcopal 
Conference Center in Ellenton.  
     There are mini-workshops, a service project, 
information about the next Horizons Bible 
study, worship, music, lunch, and fellowship 
with ladies from all over the Presbytery. 
There is room to social distance. Access the 
informational flyer and registration form 
through the links in News@First or pick them 
up from the church office. Send your completed 
registration to Barbara Borderieux (address is 
on the registration form) before March 9 and 
enclose the $30 registration/lunch fee.  
     Scholarship money is available upon request 
for anyone that attends. Simply notify Flossie 
Paul or Pamela Lamb and they will make 
arrangements for you to be reimbursed. 

• Sarasota Conference on Spirituality,  
   Community and Social Change 
   April 1 and 2
Friday, 6:30-9:00 p.m. & Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 
2:30 p.m. (breakfast snacks & lunch included)

    All are invited to this 
exploration of Dr. Howard 
Thurman’s deep spirituality and 
his influence on the civil rights 
movement. Conference held at 
First United Church of Christ, 

1031 South Euclid Ave, Sarasota. Registration: 
$35 per person. 
     Dr. Thurman was a bridge between Mahatma 
Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. He provided 
theological and philosophical foundations for 
non-violent engagement in social change. He 
was a pioneer in interfaith work and a seminal 
figure in the American civil rights movement. 
Dr. Luther Smith, from Atlanta, and Dr. Shively 
Smith, from Boston, two of the leading experts 
on Dr. Thurman’s life, will be coming to Sarasota 
to lead this reflection on his life and legacy. 
Register online through the following link: 
https://uccsarasota.com/event/sarasota-
conference-on-spirituality-community-social-
change/.
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• Colorectal Cancer is  
   Largely Preventable     
    submitted by Cheryl Track,  
    Faith Community Nurse     

• Mark your calendar: 
Sunday, March 20, SunCoast 
Blood Mobile will be at First 
Presbyterian from 8:30 a.m. - 1:15 
p.m. Please contact Cheryl Track, 
faith community nurse, to make 
appointment, 4tracks@comcast.

net, (941) 320-3828. 

Sunday, April 24, All Ears Mobile Hearing 
Services will be at First Presbyterian from 8:30 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. providing hearing evaluations at 
no charge. Appointments are required. Please 
contact Cheryl Track, faith community nurse, 
to reserve your space, 4tracks@comcast.net, 
(941) 320-3828. 

     If you could decrease 
your chance of getting 
cancer by 90 percent, 
would you? Colorectal 
cancer is highly 

preventable through timely screening, yet it 
remains the third leading cause of cancer-
related deaths in men and women in the United 
States. The American Cancer Society estimates 
colorectal cancer will kill more than 52,000 
people this year and there will be about 150,000 
new cases. Why is this? 

Colorectal Cancer is a Silent Disease
     Colorectal cancer often doesn’t trigger 
symptoms until later stages. And even then, 
the symptoms can be minor and similar to 
those caused by less deadly diseases. How 
do you know if blood after using the restroom 
is due to a hemorrhoid or something more 
serious? Or whether a stomachache or fatigue 
should cause concern? Err on the side of 
caution and, regardless of your age, talk to a 
gastroenterologist immediately if you notice 
any of the following symptoms: 
     •Blood in/on stool
     •Change in bowel habits
     •Unexplained weight loss
     •Change in shape/size of stool
     •Anemia 
     •Abdominal or rectal pain 

Screening Can Prevent Colorectal Cancer, but 
30% of Americans aren’t Getting Screened 

        Screening is leading way to prevent colorectal 
cancer. Colorectal cancer usually starts out as 
a polyp in the lining of the colon or rectum. 
These polyps are common, affecting between 
15 and 40 percent of adults. They are usually 
benign, and your gastroenterologist can spot 
and remove them during a routine colonoscopy. 
If polyps are not removed, however, there is 
a chance that they can progress to invasive 
cancer. This change occurs over time and is 
more likely as the polyps increase in size. 
     That’s why timely screening is crucial. 
Gastroenterologists can help prevent colorectal 

cancer through detecting and removing 
precancerous growths. And if the polyp is 
already cancerous, they can identify it at an 
earlier stage when treatment is less with an 
increased likelihood for success. 

So, Even if you Don’t Have Symptoms, Get 
Screened Starting at Age 45

     In 2021, the U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force announced that routine screening for 
colorectal cancer should begin at age 45 
instead of 50. These updated guidelines are 
due to a worrisome increase in colorectal 
cancer for those under 50. While researchers 
are still unsure of what is causing this alarming 
trend, they do know that certain factors raise 
the risk of colorectal cancer including obesity, 
poor diet, physical inactivity, as well as alcohol 
and tobacco use. 
     Average-risk adults in good health should 
start screening at age 45 and continue regularly 
as recommended by their gastroenterologist. 
Those at high risk should talk to their physician 
about starting screening even earlier. 
Risk factors include family history, history of 
inflammatory bowel disease, lifestyle (smoking, 
obesity, lack of physical exercise, diet, poor 
nutrition), and age (45+).

     By emphasizing the importance of timely 
screening and recognizing symptoms, we can 
save lives. 

Avantika Mishra, MD,  
Board-Certified Gastroenterologist, Florida 

Digestive Health Specialists
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     Great news!  Volunteers are now able to return to Brentwood Elementary School!  It is an exciting 
opportunity in an excellent Title 1 school where volunteers rave about the students, teachers and 
administrators.  If you are interested in exploring the possibilities there, please contact Jinny and 
Ron Miller at (941) 371-2750, ext. 554 or email jinnyron@gmail.com. They will be happy to answer 
your questions! You can make a difference in the life of a child by sharing your love in this very 
special setting!
     One of the other ways our church has made a difference has been  through adopting classrooms.   
Recently we received a colorful thank you from one of the classes we have adopted this school year. 
The thank-you is below.
     Mrs. Wasil teaches ESE (Exceptional Student Education) and Access Points students in a self-
contained classroom where all of the students in the class are considered Access Points students 
with a variety of significant cognitive disabilities. Access Points reflect the intent of the educational 
standards that apply to all students in the same grade but at reduced levels of complexity.  Mrs 
Wasil’s class is multi-age, where the students are grouped based on ability.  
     The Sarasota County School district has developed “cluster sites” for students with exceptional or 
specialized needs—including the gifted, autistic, disciplinary, and Access Points students.  Brentwood  
is one of the Access Points cluster sites for students who need more support than a general education 
setting can provide.  
     Accommodations including a reduced teacher ratio, aide support, and communication devices 
are provided by the district, but there is always a need for additional supplies. The $100 adoption 
donation will help provide extra items that will enrich the education of the students in Mrs. Wasil’s 
classroom.  We are pleased to adopt this very special class thanks to the generosity of members of 
this congregation!

Invest in Children
by Jinny Miller, co-coordinator
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• Run for the Turtles
by Sue Hargis Spigel, Fellowship and 
Membership Co-Moderator

     The Membership & 
Fellowship Committee 
invites interested church 
members and friends to 
participate in Run for the 
Turtles 5K and Fun Run, 
sponsored by Mote Marine 

Laboratory, Saturday, April 2. Run, walk, jog 
at Siesta Beach--or virtually, anywhere you 
choose, now through April 2. Go with buddies or 
on your own, or just donate the race fee (adults 
$40, children $30). In the past, refreshments 
and coffee have been provided free by vendors.
Here is the link to the race: https://runsignup.
com/Race/FL/Sarasota/RunfortheTurtles.
     This race benefits Mote's Sea Turtle 
Conservation & Research Program. It's a good 
way to support environmental work here in 
Sarasota County, especially after hearing 
from our Faith Focus speaker, Rev. Dr. Neddy 
Astudillo. 
     For questions, contact Sue Hargis Spigel 
at hargisspigel@yahoo.com or (941) 735-8786. 
To learn more about our local sea turtles, see 
Sea Turtle Conservation & Research Mote Field 
Stations.

• Hope Seeds  
     

     The seed packing event 
in November for Hope Seeds 
International resulted in 
2,500 packets of tomato 
seeds ready to benefit 
250 families!  It was such a 
success and a fun time that 

we're doing it again.  Hope Seeds International 
is a charitable Christian ministry that seeks 
to improve the nutrition of the poorest in 
the world by providing quality garden seed 
and agricultural education through Christian 
missionaries and organizations. Hope Seeds 
strives to help as many people as possible 
grow food for themselves to help end hunger 
and to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with 
every shipment of seed and materials. Teaching 
someone how to grow their own food while 
sharing our faith in God is the core purpose of 
Hope Seeds.
     Everyone is welcome!  Instructions are given 
and the task is easy, all done while sitting at 
tables with other packers.  Join us on Thursday, 
March 3.  Packing begins at 10:00 a.m. and will 
continue until noon in the fellowship hall.  Come 
and go as your schedule allows.  If you help with 
the food bank distribution, stay a little longer 
and pack seeds!

• Volunteer Day Trip to Beth-El 
Farmworker Ministry
Sponsored by the Mission & Justice 
Committee

NEXT TRIP: Wednesday, 
March 30
Work at Beth-El:  
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

 

     You are invited to be a part of the group 
from First Presbyterian, Sarasota, that gathers 
at Beth-El Farmworker Ministry in Wimauma 
to volunteer sorting food or related activities 
on the last Wednesday of each month. This 
mission partner distributes food to help 600-
900 folks each week—a lot of help is needed. 
     To sign up or for more information, contact 
Dave Householder at dphouse47@gmail.com; 
call or text (724) 462-4235. Let us know of 
your interest in carpooling. Come and make a 
difference! 

• All Faiths Food Bank   
  Campaign Against Summer Hunger
     The Mission and Justice Committee is inviting 
everyone to join the group representing our 
church at the All Faiths Food Bank Walk to start 
the 2022 Campaign Against Summer Hunger. 
The walk will mark the beginning of a six-week 
long campaign to raise funds to feed children 
at risk of hunger over the summer. 
     The event will be at Nathan Benderson 
Park on Sunday, March 27 at 8:00 a.m..  Adult 
registration is $10 and children are $5, each 
person receives a light breakfast and T-shirt.  
You may choose between a 1 mile “fun” walk or 
a 5K walk.
     We will enter as a group and represent 
our church family. Lots of information and 
registration forms will be in News@First and 
the announcements in the weeks to come.  For 
more information talk to Dave Householder or 
Mary Willis. 
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Congratulations, Pastor Zamora!
by Rev. Graham Hart

     Alison Infante Zamora, the pastor of our 
partner church, Juan G. Hall Presbyterian 
Church in Cardenas, Cuba, was just elected the 
moderator of the Synod of The Presbyterian-
Reformed Church in Cuba (IPRC). This is the 
equivalent of one of our pastors or ruling 
elders being elected moderator of the General 
Assembly of the PC(USA). Alison is young, 
energetic, passionate about his faith, a great 
communicator, emerging church leader, a 
2005 graduate of the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Matanzas. He is married to Sarahi, 
who is also a gifted musician and church leader. 
Alison and Sarahi have two children  
     FPC established a sister/partner church 
relationship with Juan G. Hall in 2017 and has 
supported the congregation when Alison 
was with us in 2017. In 2018 and 2019 several 
members of FPC traveled to Juan G. Hall. Just 
as we were exploring other ways to develop 
our partnership relationship, the pandemic hit, 
and has limited our connection with them these 
past 2 ½ years. However, Alison and members 
of Juan G. Hall are committed to deepening our 
partnership, pray for us on a regular basis, and 
have invited us to come visit us soon.  
      Cuba, because of the pandemic and the 
economic challenges of the US embargo, is 
facing significant challenges, but anyone who 
has visited the members of Juan G. Hall and the 
IPRC have experienced people of such deep 
faith, resilience, and hope.  Anyone who has 
gone to visit them comes back with a smile, a 
deeper faith, new understandings of the Cuban 
people, and hope. If you are interested in joining 
in the partnership relationship with Juan G. Hall 
or visiting Alison and his congregation in the 
next year, contact Margaret, Graham Hart, Sue 
Hargis Spiegel, Jay Swick, Jean Martin, or David 
Householder.

           by Mary Webb          

     A big thank you – no, a HUGE thank you 
– to First Presbyterian for enabling Sarasota 
Music Club to present its programs for the 
2021-2022 season at the church. The club has 
been so excited to have live music once again 
to share with our members and guests. There is 
no admission charge and we have been pleased 
that at the church we have been able to have 
good-sized audiences to enjoy our fine music 
programs. The church has offered great set-ups 
with a stage and a grand piano in the Fellowship 
Hall, where social distancing was an added plus. 
Rachel Martin has been phenomenal in helping 
beforehand and in representing the church to our 
visitors, and parking availability is appreciated. 
Now we look forward to a concert on Friday, 
March 18 at 10:30 a.m., a fine program entitled 
Upsetting the Classical Tradition: Beethoven 
and the Next 100 Years by Alan Wasserman, 
classical piano in the sanctuary, which offers 
such wonderful acoustics. 
     Sarasota Music Club not only stresses 
presenting excellent music in the community, we 
are also proud to offer scholarships to talented 
young musicians. We recently sponsored a 
fine baritone from FSU in a state collegiate 
competition, and he was declared a winner. Now, 
in collaboration with the Artist Series Concerts, 
we will again be holding Suncoast Music 
Scholarship auditions for talented 10th, 11th and 
12th grade students from Sarasota and Manatee 
counties. This program will award a total of 
$10,000 in 2022. Since our collaboration began 
in 2016, a total of $102,500 in scholarships has 
been awarded. We are doubly grateful to the 
church for being able to hold both the auditions 
for these scholarships (April 23)  and a concert 
with performances by the scholarship winners 
on May 14! We hope you’ll consider attending 
the concert to hear some of the rising stars in 
the music world. 
     I encourage you to join us for programs, 
join us as members, and enjoy good music 
and fellowship. You can read more about us 
at SarasotaMusicClub.org or through email at 
SarasotaMusicClub@gmail.com. 
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19 Margaret Towner
 Christina Bretoi
 Mary Jo Kline
 Bob Scholten
20 Janet Olshewsky
 Joan Learn
21 Bob Bittner
22 Claire Huber
 Barbara Datz
23 Roberta Hall
24 Shirley Pitman
 Darrell Cain
 Linda Bruemmer
25 Mark  Martin
 Marilyn Wadsworth
27 Troy Papa
 Sunny Westerberg
28 Roy Chapman, Sr
 Jennifer Hall
29 Matthew Tarnowsky
30 Jane Bartruff
 Megan Smoot
 Jaime Bressan
 Jo Dogoli
31 Tonya Johnson
 Jim Fruit
 James Harrington



Cross Connections
First Presbyterian Church
2050 Oak Street
Sarasota, FL 34237-7038

(941) 955-8119
www.FirstPresSarasota.org

Return Service Requested


