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Dear Friends,

     I’ve been here now for three Sundays, and I’ve started getting into a routine. I like 
routines, and I like to have a general pattern to my day.  As you know, we are renting 
a condo on Siesta Key, and I have been more intentional about getting up early in 
order to walk on the beach.  I do a “power walk,” so I’m not just strolling on the beach 
(though I like that, too).  I try to leave the condo around 6:15 a.m., and walk for about 
3.5 miles.

     I did that at home in Sun City Center (not that early, though).  What I really enjoy 
here in Sarasota is being able to walk on the beach. I have always loved the beach, and 
I could sit and watch the water for a long time without ever getting bored.  One or two 
days ago I had a song running through my mind called “Jesus My Lord,” and one verse 
says, “Have you ever stood at the ocean/with the white foam at your feet;/felt the 
endless thundering motion/then I say you’ve seen Jesus my Lord.”  The constancy of 
the water reminds me of the constancy of God’s mercy and grace and love.  Through 
anything and all things, the water keeps coming in. Through anything and all things, 
God lavishes God’s grace on us.  There is a lot of spirituality that fills me in those early 
morning beach walks.
 

     I have been rather amazed that there are quite a number of people who are also 
out walking at that time of the morning.  And there are a number of people who 
aren’t walking, but who are setting up beach chairs and umbrellas.  What I have also 
noticed is that some of the people setting up for the day also have already turned on 
their radios or CD players, and are filling their portion of the beach with music.  I like 
music – well, most genres of music.  But there is a part of me that thinks the beach 
should be reserved for the sounds of nature – the waves thumping near the shore, the 
birds singing to one another or singing their praises to God.  I like the quiet that can 
be found on the beach.

     It's not really the music, though.  What I wonder, for the people who put the music 
on right away, or who are walking or running with headphones on, or their phone 
playing music, is when do they think?  When do they contemplate the mysteries and 
joys of life?  When do they pray? When do they allow the beauty of nature to fill 
their spirits?  Those early morning times, for me, allow for that, and I appreciate that 
opportunity.

     When do you think, or meditate, or pray, or allow the beauty of nature to fill your 
spirits?  When do you turn your thoughts to God each day?  Allow yourselves some 
time each day to see the beauty around you, and to thank God for all good gifts 
around us.

     And I look forward to seeing you in worship so we can join together in raising our 
hearts and spirits to God!

Peace,
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• College/Continuing Education/   
   Technical School Scholarships

   Scholarship money is 
available for the upcoming 
school year. Interested 
students and families should 
go to the website www.
firstpressarasota.org, go to 

“Grow” tab and select “Young Adult” and print 
application. The application and transcripts 
must be received by Wednesday, August 31. 
Transcripts, including those from the spring 
2022 semester, should be included or forwarded 
as soon as available. Returning applicants need 
only to have transcript sent and update their 
contact information.  All college and technical 
school students are encouraged to apply.

• Love Notes

     Even though the 2021-2022 
school year has ended, thank- 
you notes from Brentwood 

Elementary School classes continue to arrive.   
The following notes are from the Physical 
Education classes and one of the third grade 
classes.   Enjoy!

• Church Office Volunteers Needed 
     Do you like offering a friendly face to greet 
people, directing phone calls, and handling 
basic office tasks? We still have several positions 
open for weekly half-day volunteers to assist 
our FPC administrative support staff. 

Mondays: 9: 00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
           OR 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Thursdays: 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Fridays: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
        OR 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

     We’d love to have you join our office team! 
Thank you to our current volunteers: Jeff Bartell, 
Susan Beach-Carter, Pat Feeney and George 
Chorba.
     To find out more, call or email, Rachel Martin, 
Operations Manager at (941) 955-8119, RMartin@
FirstPresSarasota.org,  or text (941) 266-4450.
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Hungry?

There is a meal waiting for you.

Dirty clothes?

Our volunteers will wash your clothes for you.

Cleanliness?

Shower and bathroom facilities are available to 
you.

Long hair?

A barber volunteers and is always kept busy. 

Storage?

Lockers are provided both for short and long 
term purposes.

Need help?

Our volunteer counselors are there to provide 
the types of assistance that best suit your 
particular needs. 

507 Kumquat Court, Box 398 Sarasota FL 34230
(941) 365 3759    

www/resurrectionhousesarasota.com

Since its inception 32 years ago, FIrst Presbyterian Church of Sarasota has supported Resurrection 
House with contributions from our budget, your individual gifts, and members who volunteer at 
the facility. The information below is an introduction to what Resurrection House provides for the 
homeless of Sarasota County.

Medical Help?

A doctor is on duty three days a week. 

Legal Advice?

An attorney is there on Tuesday mornings.

Need a job?

Our counselors will assist in any way possible.  
A bus pass or bicycle will get you there. 

Need clothes?

All types of clothing are available. You will be 
dressed to succeed. 

Need shoes?

All types of shoes including new work boots 
can be attained.

Need spiritual help?

A chapel that recognizes all faiths is open daily 
and a retired volunteer minister is available on 
a regular basis. Three wedding services were 
conducted in the chapel last year.

If you were to walk inside Resurrection House needing help, what could you 
expect from us?

First of all, you would be greeted at the front desk with respect and in a courteous 
manner by a group of dedicated volunteers.  Previous clients have their history in 
a folder that would be updated by their visit to Resurrection House.  A new client 
would go through an intake session to establish history and determine needs with 
a trained, caring counselor.
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• Social Justice Corner
   by Dorothy Murphy
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SURE Continues to Follow the Example of 
Jesus, Seeking Justice for Those in Need

     Members of SURE congregations work hard 
to build relationships in their congregations 
and their communities, discuss their concerns 
for the city and county, research solutions to 
serious problems they select, present them 
to the proper officials, and work with them to 
make “sure” our community is a just one. (from 
SURE website) 
     In a broken and hurting world, God’s Spirit 
gives us courage to pray without ceasing, 
witness among all peoples, and work with 
others for justice, freedom, and peace.   

                  Excerpts from 
A Brief Statement of Faith

    

We Dream Dreams  

     We dream affordable housing and adult civil 
citation become reality!

Affordable Housing

     We keep praying and dreaming.  In some 
ways our prayers regarding Affordable Housing 
are being answered.  Recently there’s more 
print and media exposure along with TV station 
and cable commentators addressing the lack 
of affordable housing in our communities.  
Letters of concern are appearing in local 
newspapers.  It appears this influenced our 
county commissioners to hold an open meeting 
on June 13 to discuss the issue.  At press time, 
we were not aware of any outcomes from this 
meeting.
     We grieve and pray for the 1 in 4 families 
in Sarasota who remain cost-burdened and are 
one paycheck away from crisis.  We are thankful 
for those among us who are keeping Affordable 
Housing in the forefront and want SURE to 
again work with an active research team.  
        We applaud and are grateful for our Mission 
and Justice members who are assisting families 
who are in need by being SURE network 
members; then volunteering at Francis House, 
Caritas, Resurrection House, and Brentwood 
School; and helping All Faiths Food Bank 
distribute supplemental food to 80 to 90 
families each week.  Recently as Elder Dave 

Householder was registering one man he heard 
his grateful thank you, “I’m not sure I could 
make it without this food.”

Key Adult Civil Citation Meeting

     On Wednesday, June 29, SURE and STREAM 
(the newly-established DART affiliate in 
Manatee County) met with State Attorney 
Brodsky at Bethlehem Bible Church to attempt 
to finalize adult civil citation. State Attorney 
Brodsky is assigned to serve constituents in 
both counties. Working together, the SURE 
and STREAM collaboration serves both in the 
pursuit of justice concerning adult civil citation. 
     Please pray with us as we seek justice 
regarding implementing adult civil citation.

We Continue to Dream and Pray
  

     We are thankful for all our First Presbyterian 
siblings in Christ who  hear the call to 
Discipleship.  
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Francis House

     Kintsugi is a Japanese art of repairing and 
restoring a valuable, but broken, ceramic vessel. 
The work is painstakingly 
long and requires skill and 
patience. Using lacquer 
and soft gold, the pieces 
are reassembled, and 
cracks are filled with the 
valuable metal. The result, 
of what may have started out as a tragedy, is 
something more beautiful than one could ever 
have imagined. Indeed, the very flaws from the 
break become the most wonderful part of the 
new creation. 
     Stephen Ministry is available for those times 
when life has fallen apart. They are not the 
actual healers, as God is the master repairer 
and artisan of broken lives. Stephen Ministers 
are simply there to be with you through the 
long process. They are specially trained and 
prepared to provide quality, confidential care 
during your time of restoration and healing. 
Even amid some of the most difficult times in 
your life, Stephen Ministers are there to listen 
and confidentially walk with you while God 
does his work. 
     If you or someone you know is hurting and 
want to find out more about Stephen Ministry, 
please call the church office (941) 955-8119 to 
speak with Pastor Craig Miller, Faith Community 
Nurse Cheryl Track, or Director of Music 
Ministries/Congregational Care Steven Phillips. 

Save the Date 
Monday, August 1  

Inter-Generational Workday at  
Mothers Helping Mothers

     Mothers Helping Mothers is a Family 
Promise/Francis House partner. Child and adult 
volunteers are invited to spend a morning 
helping mothers who help mothers. The Mothers 
Helping Mothers store provides clothing and 
household items to its eligible clients free of 
charge. They are asking for our help to sort 
donations, stock their shelves, and generally 
tidy-up the store. We’ll work from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon on Monday, August 1.  Look for a sign-up 
link in upcoming News@First. Contact Joanne 
Simons (SimonsJC1@gmail.com) for more 
information.

www.mhmsarasota.com
5933 N. Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34243

• Volunteer Day Trip to Beth-El  
   Farmworker Ministry
   Sponsored by the  
   Mission & Justice Committee

NEXT TRIP:  
Wednesday, July 27 
Work at Beth-El:  
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

 

    

 You are invited to be a part of the group from 
First Presbyterian, Sarasota, that gathers at Beth-
El Farmworker Ministry in Wimauma to volunteer 
sorting food or related activities on the last 
Wednesday of each month. This mission partner 
distributes food to help 600-900 folks each week, 
so a lot of help is needed. 
     To sign up or for more information, contact Dave 
Householder at dphouse47@gmail.com or call or 
text (724) 462-4235. Let us know of your interest 
in carpooling. Come and make a difference! 
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     A big thank you goes to Molly Horner, Children and Youth Coordinator, and  
Elders Emily Weitekamp and Carrie Mills, Camp Facilitators.
     First Presbyterian Church was happy to partner with Cedarkirk’s Traveling Day Camp as 
they brought their camp program to us June 13 - 17.
      We are also grateful to the many volunteers who helped in the kitchen preparing snacks, 
the youth who helped the Cedarkirk counselors, and those who provided snacks, meals, 
and hospitality to the Cedarkirk counselors. Thank you for supporting our children and 
youth ministry! 



• Water Safety is  
   Everyone’s Responsibility
 

    submitted by Cheryl Track,  
    Faith Community Nurse     

     Summer is here, and that means more and 
more people will be spending time outside 
enjoying the warm sunshine and cooling off 
in the water. Drowning is the leading cause of 
death for children, and while children are at the 
highest risk, anyone can drown. With the many 
pools, waterways, lakes, rivers, and other bodies 
of water in Florida, surrounded by the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean, water safety 
is key in preventing drownings for visitors and 
residents alike. 
     The “Water Safety Is Everyone’s Responsibility” 
initiative works to educate parents, caregivers 
and communities about drowning risks and 
prevention strategies along with how to be 
safe in and around the water. The campaign 
identifies three layers of protection to increase 
water safety and reduce drownings: 

1. Watch: Designate a "Water Watcher"-- 
a responsible adult who is always actively 
watching when a child is in, on, or around the 
water. Teach children about water safety -- 
knowing the rules of the pool, and how to safely 
help someone in trouble. If a child is missing, 
check the water first. 
2. Use Barriers to Reduce Access: Make your 
home pool safer with a four-sided fence that 
includes alarms, gates, and locks. Put alarms on 
windows and doors leading out to the pool to 
signal when opened. 
3. Be Ready: Everyone in the family should 
know how to swim. Never leave a child 
unattended around any body of water. Learn 
CPR and recertify every two years. Keep safety 
equipment near the pool. Wear a lifejacket. 
Keep a phone nearby to immediately call 911 in 
an emergency.  

(Excerpted from WaterSmartFL.com and 
FloridaHealth.gov)

Did you know? 

• Florida leads the country in drowning deaths of 
children ages 1-4 (Florida Dept. of Health, 2017), 
and ranked sixth in the US for unintentional 
drowning deaths for all ages (CDC, 2019). 

• Most infant drownings occur at home, in 
bathtubs and buckets. Children ages 1-4 are 
more likely to drown in swimming pools. 
Children 5+ are more likely to drown in natural 
bodies of water. 

• Over 90% of Florida's home swimming pools 
were built before the Residential Swimming 
Pool Safety Act took effect in 2000, requiring 
at least one pool safety feature. 

Water Safety Resources 
• WaterSmartFL.com 

• PoolSafety.gov 
• Ndpa.org 

• CDC.gov/drowning/index.html 
• FloridaHealth.gov 
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• Birthdays

July

• Anniversaries

Blessings 
from  

your church 
family
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Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 
40 Issue #7. Please submit articles for the next  issue 
by July 15, 2022. Articles submitted are proofed and 
edited.

1 Jack & Susan McDonald
3 Tom & Pat Jirus
5 Ryan & Lydia Chapdelain
6 Tom & Judy Melly
 Rich & Flossie Paul
7 Thom & Verna Dederer
8 John & Olivia LaMotte
10 Jay & Candy Swick
11 Jack & Sue Simpson
13 Don & Ann Opdycke
14 Rod & Vicky Scott
 Patrick & Heather O'Neill
15 Rich & Irene Dulaney
16 Ward & Anita Brass
19 Drew & Maryann Stuart
25 Jeff & Ellen Steinwachs

27 Jimi & Paula Camastro
 William Morgan & Jane Rose
29 Dave & Andrea Householder
30 Phil & Jeannette Hohmann

2 Kathy Herron
 Dick Clapp
 Hal Serrie
3 Jordan Cook
 Ethan Alsum
 Kade Dean
 Harriette Humphreys
 Cynde Mutryn
5 Ellen Millar
6 Peggy Messick
 Jennifer Estes
 Allison Estes
 Zach Martin
 Denver Stutler, Jr.
7 Olivia Wright
 Nancy Rodriguez
 Janet Churn
8 Muffie Ochi
9 Kyle Mendenhall
 Becky Fingerle
10 Lauren Reasoner
11 Quigg Warnecke
12 Betsy Marshall
 Susan Sanderson
13 Vicki Wacksman
 Nancy Racine
15 Katy Sabin
 Sam Winship
16 Jack Young
 Liam Brelsford
17 Alan Nelson

19 Alma Fleck
 Jean  Martin
 Al Zappala
 Sam Ochi
 Bill Rice
 Todd Rippy
20 Danielle Hall
 Allison Mendenhall
21 Maureen Jones
22 Andy Anderson
 Anne Bell
23 Oliver Watson
25 Patricia Martin
 Jayden Adumuah
 Michael Fingerle
26 Paula Camastro
 Mike Groninger
 Janet Griffiths
28 Todd Williams
 Mary Webb
 Mike Swick
30 Elena Bretoi
31 Ginny Good
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