
Dear New Friends at First Presbyterian,

     Donna and I are looking forward to the time this summer 
when I will be your Bridge Pastor.  As has been mentioned in 
some of the publicity that you have received, I retired at the 
end of 2020, and was perfectly comfortable and happy in that 
retirement.  I was not looking for a position (though I had said 
several years ago that the only kind of position I would consider 
would be a bridge interim).  I was not “flunking” retirement.  
But when I got an email from Dave Householder saying that 
several people had referred my name to the committee; when 
I talked to a number of people about the church (it’s a good 
church, they all said); when I was taking my morning walk 
and having sermon ideas run through my mind, I realized that 

perhaps the Holy Spirit was nudging me – encouraging me – pushing me – leading 
me – to say yes to the Bridge Interim position.  So I said yes.

     First, a couple of things about me.  I am a native of suburban Philadelphia.  I 
was ordained to ministry by Philadelphia Presbytery, and my first church was in the 
Philadelphia area.  I have served churches in Pennsylvania, North Carolina (briefly) 
and have served churches in Florida for over 23 years, one of those churches as 
an interim pastor.  I have completed both weeks of Interim Pastor Training.  Donna 
and I have been married for almost 41 years, and raised three children.  Tim lives 
in New York City with his wife Miriam and their daughter Edith, who is 4 and ½ 
years old.  Tim is a math tutor. Andrew lives in Austin, TX, and is engaged to be 
married to Amanda. Andrew is a mechanical engineer.  Our daughter Bekah died 
in December of 2010 of a pulmonary embolism while a graduate student in School 
Psychology at FSU.  We are very aware that life is short, and not under our control.  

     I enjoy reading, music (I play the guitar and sing), counted cross stitch, exercise 
(I’m looking forward to some early-morning walks on the beach), reading, musical 
theater, sports (we’re both big Rays’ fans), traveling, crossword puzzles, and, yes, 
Siesta Key. Our family vacationed there for about 20 straight years while we were 
in churches in Orlando and Tampa.

     I am coming to First Presbyterian Church as the Bridge Interim Pastor.  The 
intentional interim work was done so very well by Margaret, and I know it will not 
be easy to follow her in this position.  My understanding of my role in this position 
can be seen in this statement in a book about transitional ministry I read several 
years ago: “the real work of an intentional interim pastor is not so much to be the 
expert from out of town as much as it is to facilitate and support the work of the 
congregation as it moves through a time of transition.” (from Transitional Ministry 
Today, p.53)   There has been a lot of hard work by your beloved interim pastor, by 
your session, by all of you, as you have moved from some times of difficulty and 
disappointment, even anger, even grief. You are not what you once were.  
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Only By God’s Grace 
     As Christians, our worship, 
theology and way of life all 
emerge in response to the 
grace of God. The Church 

proclaims the grace of God; and as members of 
the body of Christ, we endeavor to share God’s 
grace with others: by word and deed, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit.
     In this class we will explore what it means 
to live out the grace of God and perceive God’s 
amazing grace around us. This class will be led 
by Elaine Barnett via Zoom and held Tuesdays 
at 11:30 a.m. Sign-up by contacting Elaine 
(ewbarnet@me.com).

Lesson titles are: 

June 7   Gracious Lives of Others
June 14  Practicing God’s Grace
June 21  God’s Amazing Grace

• Adult Education Opportunity
  Continues Through June 29

     But Margaret’s task, and mine, is to help the 
church move from what you once were to what 
God is calling you to be.  And that is exciting.  I 
look forward to sharing in that excitement with 
you.  I look forward to our first Sunday with 
you, which is Pentecost, which is not simply the 
“birthday of the church,” but when the power 
of the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples and 
caused them to move from what was to what 
might be, going forth in the power of the Spirit 
to live for the risen Christ in all that they did.  
Did they know what the future held for them?  
No.  But they knew that God was leading them, 
that they were being given gifts to be used in 
service to the risen Christ, and it would be a 
journey that would be fulfilling and wonderful.

     May it be so for all of us at First Presbyterian 
Church!  I look forward to this journey, brief 
though it might be, with you. 
        

Peace, 

Craig A. Miller, Bridge Pastor 

Dear New Friends at First Presbyterian 
 (continued from page 1)

• A Message from Your PNC
     We would like you to know that we continue 
our discernment with conversations with 
several candidates. Please continue to pray for 
us and the candidates as we discern who God 
is calling to our congregation to be our next 
pastor / head of staff. 

The members of the PNC are:
Carrie Mills
David Landers
Frank Frey, Moderator
Janet Olshewsky
Kay Steinman
Michael Fingerle
Steve Knopik, Secretary

• Pentecost Offering - June 5
     The Pentecost Offering received on Sunday, 
June 5 benefits children at risk (10 percent), 
as well as the Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) 
program (25 percent), and the Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium (25 percent). The remaining 
40 percent allows congregations to give to local 
ministries that benefit vulnerable children, youth 
and young adults. Our gifts to the Pentecost 
Offering connect us with children, youth and 
young adults and offers them opportunities to 
build futures of hope, and lives of vibrant faith. 
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We are super excited to bring back FPC Day Camp in partner with Cedarkirk's Traveling 
Day Camp! 

REGISTER NOW through https://cedarkirk.campbrainregistration.com/. After you have 
registered for camp through the Cedarkirk website, the “Make Payment” link will take you 
to the FPC’s secure giving page to submit your payment. Scroll down to the “Summer 
Day Camp” fund and be sure to include your camper’s name in the “Optional Memo” line. 
Consider an above-and-beyond gift to help cover program expenses.

FULL-DAY
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for children who have completed kindergarten through 5th grade. 
Day Camp cost: $100. Full-day campers must bring a lunch. Two daily snacks are provided. 
Youth, please register if you would like to volunteer for the week. 

HALF-DAY
9:00 a.m. - 12 noon for preschoolers who have turned 4 by June 1, 2022, and/or completed 
the junior program at First Presbyterian Preschool. If you have a child who is entering 
kindergarten and you would prefer he/she stay for the full day, please contact Molly Horner 
at mhorner@firstpressarasota.org for consideration. Half-Day Camp cost: $50.

VOLUNTEER It takes a lot of hands to help a program like this be successful! Consider how 
you can help!  It can be a day hanging out with kiddos or a donation of cookies. Maybe you 
can host a meal for the Cedarkirk counselors or just come by for an afternoon to help reset 
and clean the fellowship hall. Review the link below to see how you can be involved.  There 
will be a Volunteer Rally on Sunday, June 12 at 4:00 p.m. We will do a quick orientation, 
final set-up, and host a welcome meal with our Cedarkirk counselors for the week. Youth 
volunteers under 18 also need to register for camp. Register here: https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe70F_zk9czUTkfAMMjOn9VfjGUPd77ObBR1ev1Wzxo_
PYBCQ/viewform

MAKE A DONATION Perhaps you aren’t able to volunteer your time, but would still like 
to participate. Consider making a donation to financially support our program - select 
“Summer Day Camp” Fund on our secure giving page www.firstpressarasota.org.

JUNE 13- 17th, 2022 

website for additional details and registration links:  
https://firstpressarasota.org/grow/children/daycamp/



CROSS CONNECTIONS  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SARASOTA JUNE 2022                                                                                 4           

     Church Life is an app that is available to 
church members with iPhones or Androids. 
You can search for members and view phone 
and address information, photos, and family 
members. You can send a text or  call with a 
simple tap on the phone number. You can even 
send an email. Also, it is a quick way to give 
online.

Ready to go? Here are two simple steps:

1) Download ACS Church Life from your 
App Store using either iPhone or  Android 
(Blackberry and other mobile devices can 
enter www.churchlife.mobi from any mobile 
browser).

2) Log in. Use the same username/email and 
password you use for your member login on 
our website.

You can bring your phone into the church 
office and Lisa Garcia, finance manager, would 
be happy to help you navigate getting Church 
Life on your phone.  Please call (941) 955-8119 
to set up a time.

Let’s take a look at the Let’s take a look at the 
FREE ChurchLife appFREE ChurchLife app

• Get Easy Access to Church Member  
   Photos and Contact Information

• We’re Here for You!
   The FPC care team, Stephen Ministers, 
deacons, elders and church staff continue to 
be available for you. Please feel free to reach 
out to Cheryl Track, Faith Community Nurse  
(941) 320-3828 or call the church office (941) 
955-8119 if we can be of support to you.

• Church Office Volunteers Needed 
     Do you like offering a friendly face to greet 
people, directing phone calls, and handling 
basic office tasks such as assembling packets 
and stuffing envelopes? We have several 
positions open for weekly half-day volunteers 
to assist our FPC administrative support staff. 
To find out more, call Rachel Martin, Operations 
Manager, at (941) 955-8119. We’d love to have 
you join our office team!

• Volunteer Day Trip to Beth-El  
   Farmworker Ministry
   Sponsored by the  
   Mission & Justice Committee

NEXT TRIP:  
Wednesday, June 22 
Work at Beth-El:  
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

 

     You are invited to be a part of the group 
from First Presbyterian, Sarasota, that gathers 
at Beth-El Farmworker Ministry in Wimauma 
to volunteer sorting food or related activities 
on the last Wednesday of each month. This 
mission partner distributes food to help 600-
900 folks each week, so a lot of help is needed. 
     To sign up or for more information, contact 
Dave Householder at dphouse47@gmail.com 
or call or text (724) 462-4235. Let us know of 
your interest in carpooling. Come and make a 
difference! 



• Social Justice Corner
   by Dorothy Murphy
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So Many Reasons to Celebrate!

     On May 5 in the Fellowship Hall, one hundred 
people were welcomed, dined on a lovely 
catered dinner, and enjoyed hearing member 
Tom Andrews play dinner music to celebrate 
SURE’s accomplishments.  
     SURE Co-chairman Rev. Wayne Farrell, of 
St. Boniface Church, opened with prayer. The 
list of celebrations began with Dorothy Murphy, 
First Presbyterian, detailing the success of the 
Juvenile Citation program. Rousing applause 
followed when she stated that since 2015, 829 
fewer children have been arrested because of 
the work of SURE.
     Karen Rushing, Sarasota Clerk of Court 
was introduced, thanked and given spirited 
applause for her participation with SURE.    
After attending the 2021 Nehemiah Action, she 
met with the SURE criminal justice team three 
times and agreed to do everything she could to 
make sure that all eligible children were given 
access to civil citations.  In the clerk’s office, all 
paperwork is initially filed and criminal records 
are created.  Since then, she has been figuring 
out all sorts of things she is able to do to help  
children from receiving criminal records.
     Nancy Taylor, UCC, gave an update on the 
progress of making Adult Civil Citation a reality.  
Chief Judge Charles Roberts celebrated our 
Comprehensive Treatment Court.  SURE, over 
the years, was celebrated by Valerie Reeves, 
New Bethel MBC, and James Brown, Bethlehem 
Bible Church.  Captain James Forrest, Sarasota 
Correction Services Bureau shared two heartfelt 
success stories from the Recovery Pod Program.

     George Chorba spoke these words, 
Commit your work to the Lord, and your 
plans will be established. 
                                       -  Proverbs 16:3

My wife Merle and I have been part of 
First Presbyterian Church’s SURE team 
for some 15 years.  I’ve been a counsellor 
at Resurrection House for the homeless.  
I’ve often met people who were evicted 
and homeless only because they could 
not afford the rent.  DON’T EVER let 

someone tell you people ONLY become 
homeless because they make bad 
decisions or they are lazy.  Just last 
week a hard-working waitress who 
worked the same job for 20 years told 
us her rent had been jacked up $800 
a month.  That’s $9,600 a year!  SURE 
has been one of the very few voices for 
affordable housing that has never given 
up pushing toward that goal. . . . and I’m 
grateful.  SURE does that because we 
believe in justice.
     Pursuing justice is sometimes a 
lonely pursuit.  Often it can seem like 
we are a voice crying in the wilderness.  
But when we come together as SURE, 
our faith carries us forward.
     I am also a volunteer classroom 
aid at Brentwood Elementary School 
here in Sarasota.  SURE has pioneered 
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE there, in order 
to prevent children as young as five 
from being suspended and sent home 
in order to punish them.  SURE has 
never given up on expanding that 
program to every school in our county.  
I have personally seen RESTORATIVE 
JUSTICE work in my classroom, and I’m 
grateful.  SURE never gives up because 
it is a matter of simple justice.



           Charles Watson 
is a graduate of Rhodes 
College and the Savannah 
College of Art and Design.
He taught visual arts and 
art history in Houston and 
Atlanta before moving 
to Florida. As an artist, 
designer and educator, he 
brings a wealth of talent 

to our community. When not in the studio or 
classroom, he can be found coaching on the 
soccer field. He and his wife Shelley (who joined 
in December) are the grateful parents of Oliver 
(7) and Lachlan (5). 
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• New Member Bios

     Jason Chen is married 
to Elly Selden. They can 
frequently be seen at our 
11:00 a.m. service and 
volunteering together at 
the Thursday food bank 
project. Jason is Chinese 
from Kinmen (also known 
as Quemoy) off the 
southeastern coast of 
mainland China. Jason has 

studied and practiced Daoism and the Baha’i 
faith (a religion teaching the essential worth of 
all religions and the unity of all people).
     Jason became a teacher in the Chinese 
language school run by his uncle. Given the 
opportunity, he moved to Iowa where he taught 
Chinese for a year. He then moved to Chicago 
for 19 years where he worked for Motorola and 
for 13 years for Merck.

     Elly Selden has been 
worshiping at First 
Presbyterian Church for 
several months. She and 
her husband, Jason Chen, 
are regular volunteers 
on Thursdays at the All 
Faiths Food Bank food 
distribution. Elly grew up in 
the Philadelphia area and 

now lives in Bradenton. Before she married 
Jason, Elly was widowed for 15 years. She and 
Jason have a blended family including Elly’s 
two adult daughters, their children, Jason’s two 
adult sons, and their children. 
     Elly is a retired nurse who worked in the crisis 
unit of a state hospital. She has been a scout 
leader and volunteered in a soup kitchen. 
     Elly describes herself as a very spiritual 
woman. As evidence of this she tells the story 
of surviving a shooting in a church she was 
attending. Moments before the shooting she 
had an awareness of something terrible about to 
happen and moved in such a way as to protect 
herself and her husband from harm. This is just 
one instance she points to, and she has many 
other stories to share.

• Reusable Grocery Bags Needed 
   for Weekly Food Pantry

     We are grateful to our faithful 
team of volunteers that distributes 
food for All Faiths Food Bank to 
our community neighbors each 
Thursday on our campus. One 
year ago an average of 35 family 
units received food; currently, 
an average of 80 individuals or 
families are served.

      You can support this ministry by contributing 
sturdy reusable grocery bags with handle 
straps. Please drop your donations off at the 
church office.  
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Dear friends, 

     Many years ago I was a seminary student, working as a chaplain on the oncology floor of a local 
hospital. Because cancer patients often return for subsequent rounds of treatment, I formed real 
relationship with some of the residents of the 5th floor. As the year drew to a close and the end of 
my assignment approached, my gifted supervisor asked me to describe the way that I say good-bye. 
As I pondered her question, I realized that I had a tendency to slip out unnoticed, to avoid a fuss. She 
said, if you do that here, you will make it harder for the patients to welcome the next chaplain who 
walks through the door. And so I began to consider the importance of saying good-bye.
     When we take the time to honor our transitions, there is a chance 
to tell stories of the experiences we have shared; to express gratitude 
for the ways we were able to support, encourage, and learn from 
each other; and to offer hope for what lies ahead. Good-bye, well 
said, helps to prepare the ground for a new day.
     We don’t hear the contraction in the phrase anymore, but good-
bye once was understood to mean God be with you. In recent years 
my own father has taken to saying Vaya con Dios, or Go with God. I 
haven’t asked what motivated the shift in his speech pattern, but I 
like it, because I stop and translate the phrase in my head whenever 
he says it to me. Because the language is unfamiliar, I pause and 
pay attention. If only for a moment I remember that—no matter my 
circumstances—I am not alone. 
     I want to thank you for the ways you found to say good-bye—for 
the notes and crayon drawings, for the embraces and kind words, 
for strawberry-rhubarb pie and exquisite cake and fruit arrayed with 
love, for calling me sister. The gifts you made to the general fund will 
help to sustain this community for which we all have worked mightily 
through this transitional season. God is not done with any of us, and 
I suspect that much will be required of you in the years ahead, but you can embrace whatever 
challenges you face with curiosity and confidence, knowing that God holds you in loving hands. The 
world so urgently needs the grace and mercy you have to offer.
     It has been a deep privilege to be among your pastors. I now let go of that role, trusting that you 
will welcome your new leaders with the same open hearts with which you welcomed me. I am deeply 
grateful to Craig for serving with you through this bridge season and I will be celebrating from a 
distance when word comes that you are ready to call a new pastor. 
     Entrusting you to God’s care and God’s mission. 

Ever your sister, 



     Many people who are experiencing life 
difficulties won’t ask for help. They may be 
overwhelmed by grief or shock. Even worse, 
they may be in denial and do not want to admit 
that they are in a terrible place. It can be just 
as immobilizing for family and friends who are 
close to the hurting person, and sometimes 
made worse when the hurting person lashes 
out at the very family and friends who want to 
help.
     These are just the type of situations that 
Stephen Ministry is prepared to handle. The 
First Presbyterian congregation has a group 
of dedicated and trained members who are 
available to be with those who are suffering 
a long-term crisis, loss, or terrible diagnosis. 
Stephen Ministry provides confidential, and 
ongoing companionship for those who may be 
suffering and for as long as they are needed. 
     Please don’t hesitate to investigate involving 
this caring service for your loved one or friend. 
If someone you know is hurting, find out if a 
referral to Stephen Ministry is appropriate. 
Please call the church office (941) 955-8119 to 
speak with Pastor Craig Miller, Faith Community 
Nurse Cheryl Track, or Director of Music 
Ministries/Congregational Care Steven Phillips. 
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Francis House

     It is hard to believe that the newborn at 
Francis House is nearly two months old. Mom 
is securing daycare and has had conversations 
with former employers about resuming her 
job. She is securing independent, safe, reliable 
housing for herself and her family. She has 
been connecting with her newborn child and 
its sibling in a safe and stressless environment, 
truly “napping and nurturing” during her short 
stay with Family Promise.
     Francis House now has a Steering Committee 
in place with Chairs overseeing hot meal delivery 
once a week, resupplying consumables at the 
house, and encouraging youth participation 
from congregations to engage in outdoor 
activities with the older sibling in residence. 
A Respite Relief Brigade, formed by Peace 
Presbyterian Church, will visit with the family to 
give support and allow the mom free time when 
she can take a nap/take a shower/whatever 
while volunteers watch the children.
     If you would like to become more involved, 
please contact Pam Mathes at pjmathes@
hotmail.com. Thanks to everyone who has 
embraced this family with God’s love.

New Picnic Table and Yard Crew

Update

Betty Hastings 
920 Clairmont Ave, #222
Decatur, GA  30030



• Mark your calendar: 
Sunday, June 12, SunCoast 
Blood Mobile will be at First 
Presbyterian from 8:30 a.m. 
- 1:15 p.m. Please contact 

Cheryl Track, faith community nurse, to 
make an appointment, 4tracks@comcast.net,  
(941) 320-3828. 

• June is Men’s  
   Health Month
 

    submitted by Cheryl Track,  
    Faith Community Nurse     
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Historically, men have been hesitant to seek 
medical attention when something seems 
wrong with their health. Additionally, men 
aren't as likely as women to have preventive 
screenings and checkups with their health 
care provider. This is a problem because early 
detection of a medical issue is the best way to 
improve effectiveness of condition treatment 
and management.
     So men, reconsider your reservations about 
the doctor's office and talk to your health 
care team about these potentially lifesaving 
screenings:

Regular Physical Exams
     Men older than 50 should have a yearly 
physical exam, and men younger than 50 
should have a physical exam every three to five 
years. Even if you're feeling healthy, a regular 
checkup with your provider is a good way to 
validate your health or identify a problem in its 
early stages.
     Another thing to think about: Health isn't 
only physical. Talk to your provider about your 
mental and emotional health. 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
     For men between 65 and 75 who have 
smoked more than 100 cigarettes in their 
lifetime, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
recommends a one-time abdominal aortic 
aneurysm screening ultrasound. According to 
Mayo Clinic, an abdominal aortic aneurysm is 
an enlarged area in the lower part of the aorta, 
the major blood vessel that supplies blood to 
the body. Because the aorta is the body's main 
supplier of blood, a ruptured abdominal aortic 
aneurysm can cause life-threatening bleeding. 
Men over 60 with family history of abdominal 
aortic aneurysm should consider regular 
screening.

Blood Pressure
     A blood pressure reading is a good indication 
to many aspects of your health. High blood 
pressure can lead to many physical problems, 
especially those associated with the heart. You 
should have your blood pressure checked at 

least every two years. However, talk to your 
health care provider about having it checked 
more frequently if you have high blood pressure 
or are at risk of developing high blood pressure.

Cholesterol
     Like high blood pressure, high cholesterol 
may pose serious risks to your health and well-
being. Starting at age 18, men at average risk 
for heart disease should have a cholesterol 
screening every five years. If you have a family 
history of high cholesterol or heart attacks, 
smoke, eat a poor diet, are overweight, have 
diabetes, are physically inactive or older than 
45, you may need more frequent testing.

Diabetes
     If you're older than 45 or have a body 
mass index above 25, no matter your age, the 
American Diabetes Association recommends 
you be screened for diabetes. Type 2 diabetes 
and prediabetes symptoms can happen slowly 
and may not be noticeable, so staying aware of 
your blood sugar levels and risk of developing 
diabetes is important.

Colon Cancer
     Colon cancer screening should begin at 
age 45 or 10 years prior to the diagnosis of 
colon cancer in an immediate relative. For 
example, get screened at age 36 if your mother 
was diagnosed at age 46. A colonoscopy is 
a traditional, effective procedure to identify 
colon cancer or precancerous polyps. 

Prostate Cancer
     Many organizations advise men to be screened 
for prostate cancer starting at age 50. However, 
the subject is somewhat controversial, so the 
best course of action is to discuss what's best 
for you with your health care team.

     Care for yourself by protecting your health 
with regular appointments and screenings.

taken from Scott Benson, MD, 
 mayoclinichealthsystem.org



• Invest in Children
   by Jinny Miller, co-coordinator
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The School Year has Ended!

     As the end of the school year was approaching, Brentwood Elementary School held a “Teacher 
Appreciation Week” to celebrate its teachers who went the extra mile during this very  difficult year.   
To add to the celebration, First Presbyterian Church sponsored a “Food Truck” lunch treat for the 
teachers on May 6!   
     Extra funds from our Blessing Tree Project at Christmas time were used to  honor the teachers 
with a tasty lunch.  Each item that was chosen from the food truck contained a thank-you card from 
our church.  Sandi Soper and George and Merle Chorba accompanied the food truck bringing  warm 
greetings from FPC!
     Thank you, once again, FPC!   
     And now that the school year has ended, watch for those little ones, especially those on bikes, 
and enjoy having them around!

https://theinspiredmomshop.etsy.com
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• Birthdays

June

• Anniversaries

Blessings 
from  

your church 
family
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Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 
40 Issue #5. Please submit articles for the next  issue 
by June 15, 2022. Articles submitted are proofed 
and edited.
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