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Dear Friends,

September always makes me think of new beginnings.  Throughout all my schooling 
– kindergarten through seminary – school started in September.  Fall sports started 
in September.  Football season starts in September. In many churches I have served, 
choir started in September. Sunday School started in September. People start arriving 
back home after a long summer vacation in September. September is a time of new 
beginnings.
   
For First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, October will be a time of new beginnings.  
As I write this, we have called a congregational meeting for Sunday, August 28, to call 
a new pastor.  When you read this, it is likely that the meeting has been held, the vote 
has been taken, and you will know when the new pastor will begin ministry with you.  
That is a great new beginning.

In a different beginning, I think of the end of March, or the beginning of April, with 
the opening of the baseball season. That season opener is always exciting, as most 
teams had been off since early October.  One of the things I like so much about those 
openers is that all teams start the season with a record of 0-0, and all teams start the 
season with the idea of “this is our year,” and “we all have a chance to win the World 
Series.”  There is an enthusiasm and an excitement not just among the players, but 
among the fans.  It is the same for football teams and fans, and other sports teams as 
well.

That is not always the case in the church, but for you it truly is a new beginning.  You 
have been through so much in the last two and ½ years, and you are ready for a new 
beginning.  In addition to all the difficulty and even trauma that took place with the 
pastoral staff resigning in March of 2020, COVID then slammed the door on almost 
all church activities, so life was difficult for the church.  Kathi Wiggins did a bridge 
interim with you, and then Margaret LaMotte Torrence was with you for about 20 
months with her strong ministry of healing and pastoral care and support. I have been 
here for three months now, trying to make sure I didn’t get in the way of what Kathi 
and Margaret did.

So now you are getting ready to finally take a big step forward, and I am excited for 
you.  I would ask you to do a couple of things as you prepare for that next step.  I 
would ask that you would regularly pray for the new pastor, and pray for the church, 
that this would truly be a relationship that can grow and flourish.  I would ask that 
you continue to attend worship, or if you have been away from the church for a while, 
to come back to worship. I would ask that you give consideration to increasing your 
financial pledge to the church to help with the new start. And I would encourage you 
to be excited about the good things that God seeks to do in the church, and in the 
community through the church, in the months and years ahead.  

It is a time of new beginnings, and it is exciting.  I look forward to sharing the month 
of September with you, and helping you get ready for that next “opening day,” with 
all the excitement that it brings.

Peace,
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• Our Dream for Our Church
by Stephanie Copa, Stewardship Ministry Team 
member

When our first daughter was an infant, 
my husband and I began looking at First 
Presbyterian Preschool. We were interested 
in the preschool’s play and child centered 
approach to early childhood education and 
felt it was a perfect match for us. Around the 
same time, we were also searching for a church 
with a strong presence of families with young 
children.  We hoped to find a church that 
offered a contemporary service that embraced 
families and had a strong youth program that 
our daughter could eventually join.

Our entry point to First Presbyterian Preschool 
and Church was through the preschool’s Small 
Beginnings playgroup – a parent/toddler play-
based group. For many families like ours, this 
play group is often the first introduction to 
First Presbyterian Church. Our first impression 
was the superior quality of the play group 
and preschool. As friendships began to bud 
within the playgroup, the friendly spirit of the 
church emerged through an invitation to attend 
church by a Small Beginnings parent. Later as 
our daughter began preschool, we also noticed 
both pastors frequently standing in front of the 
church greeting preschool families by name in 
the mornings.

On our first Sunday visit, the pastoral staff at 
the time took notice of our new faces at the 
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service we attended and showed an interest 
in getting to know us. How surprised we were 
to be greeted by name, as well.  For us, our 
welcome to this church couldn’t have been 
warmer. My wish is for other Small Beginnings 
and preschool families to feel the love of Jesus 
through the demonstration of warmth from 
our congregation and new pastoral staff, just 
as we felt.

Since joining the church, our family has grown 
with the birth of our second daughter. Our 
family’s dream for our church is that our 
pastoral staff will understand the unique needs 
of families with young children in a worship 
service. We hope that these individuals 
will maintain the contemporary worship 
environment that embraces a young child’s 
need to squirm, ask questions in the moment, 
explore sermon messages with their hands 
through quiet play, all the while exposing 
them to the details of worship by attending 
services with their family. We also hope for 
the continuation of developing relationships 
between our church and the families of our 
preschool, as the preschool is a ministry to 
the parents and young children who attend. 
Doing so may attract more families with 
young children to attend services leading to 
membership and growing our youth program 
and the next generation of our church. 

• Town Hall Meeting  
Sunday, September 18 at 10:05 a.m.
Recently the congregation was asked what 
their dream for our church is. The responses 
have been very helpful in guiding the Session 
and Stewardship Ministry Team. Together we 
are holding a town hall meeting on Sunday, 
September 18 at 10:05 a.m., in the Fellowship 
Hall, to share the responses of our dreams 
for the future of FPC. If you are unable to be 
present, there will be three additional town hall 
meetings: Sunday, September 18 at 12:15 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall and Wednesday, September 
21 at 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., both by Zoom.

Stewardship 2023 cont. pg. 3
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•  One Combined Worship 
   Service Sunday, October 2 
    at 10:00 a.m. 
We will celebrate World Communion 
Sunday, October 2 by sharing the Lord’s 
Supper together, along with followers of 
Jesus around the world! 
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cont. from pg. 2

• All are Invited to Paint Rocks!
As part of this year’s stewardship theme, we 
are inviting everyone to join to together for 
an intergenerational rock painting activity on 
Sunday, September 25, between the 9:00 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. services. 

You may bring your own rocks or use rocks that 
will be provided. Once painted and labeled with 
our church’s logo and QR code, everyone will 
help place them around town, inviting those 
who find them to discover FPC. Together, we 
can help to continue our tradition of welcoming 
those who seek to grow in God’s love and grace.

We also invite you to bring painted and 
unpainted rocks to be presented along with our 
pledges on Commitment Sunday, October 23.

• Peace and Global  
    Witness Offering
The Peace and Global Witness 
Offering supports the efforts 
of the church at every level 

and provides witness to God’s gift of peace in 
the world. Gifts to the offering are divided in 
the following manner: 25% retained by First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota for support 
of our own peacemaking ministry; 25% used to 
support presbytery and synod peacemaking 
efforts; and 50% forwarded to the Presbyterian 
Peacemaking Program. We will receive this 
special offering on World Communion Sunday, 
October 2.  We hope everyone can participate in 
this important sharing of our treasure.

The Education and Formation 
Committee Wants to Hear from You!
Planning is underway for the upcoming year 
of opportunities for our entire congregation 
to learn about and grow closer to God. The 
Education and Formation Committee seeks 
information and ideas from you to help 
continue to shape this vision.  Please take a few 
minutes to complete the online survey using 
the link or QR code below to contribute your 
opinion. The survey will remain active until 
the end of September, although we will begin 
reviewing responses as they are received.  
Please reach out to Emily Weitekamp or 
Carrie Mills with your questions.

https://forms.office.com/r/bKaM28M9WD



When the teachers returned for their first day 
back on August 3, another group of volunteers 
served the teachers and staff a delightful 
catered breakfast buffet provided by one of 
our generous FPC families and some delicious 
coffee cakes baked by several church members.  
The school cafeteria looked festive with fresh 
flowers, “Welcome Back” placemats and table 
tents proclaiming “Every Child — Every Day”   
“That’s the Brentwood SuperStar Way.”   The 
placemats and table tents are now displayed 
throughout the school!  

The supplies (worth over $1500) were available 
for the teachers after the breakfast.  Among 
the many, many supplies, there were 100 pairs 
of headphones for the students, provided 
by another generous family, and 75 boxes of 
tissues for the teachers. 
  
It was a fun and exciting way to welcome 

the teachers as they 
gathered to begin the 
2022-2023 school year.  
The breakfast and  ALL 
of the supplies, given in 
love by so many within 
our congregation, were  
appreciated.
Thank you!
   

• Invest in Children
   by Jinny Miller, co-coordinator

Thank you, thank you, for your outpouring of 
school supplies for Brentwood Elementary 
School!  After being dedicated in worship on 
July 31, a group of strong volunteers placed 
all the supplies  in cars, ready for the trip to 
Brentwood.  Thank you, helpers!                 
 

The supplies were delivered to Brentwood on 
August 2 where they were arranged beautifully 
in the school Media Center, prepared for the 
teachers who would gather the next day.   
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• Social Justice Corner
   by Dorothy Murphy
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We Welcome SURE Executive Director,  
Dai Thao
Dai Thao, with his family, is settled in Bradenton.  
A “Welcome Basket” was delivered from SURE 
Board Members which included household 
items and gift cards to various places for food 
and family fun.

Dai has a proven background working with 
social justice and community  agencies.  For the 
congregations of SURE, he sees a future for us 
working together to fulfill the need to work to 
make Sarasota a wonderful community for all.  

SURE’s 2022-23 Cycle Begins with 
Anticpated Annual House Meetings
 

SURE accomplished two major justice issues 
when Juvenile and Adult Civil Citations became 
realities.  Now juveniles and adults committing 
minor misdemeanors, and who willingly comply 
with civil citation guidelines, will no longer be 
tagged with life-long arrest records.

Now is the time to look forward.  It is a time to 
decide what research teams will be doing. We 
know SURE will remain as monitors of existing 
programs. Will we bring Affordable Housing 
back to the forefront?  What new issues in the 
cause of justice will we address?   

There is Power and Hope  
in Coming Together
This is why we have House Meetings/Sacred 
Conversations. We come together so our 
concerns are made known. We hear stories 
concerning our friends, neighbors and 
relatives who have been treated unjustly.  
Each congregation tabulates and submits 
their concerns. At our Community Problems 
Assembly in November, these concerns from 
our congregations are brought forward. Our 
votes will determine what justice issue(s) SURE 
will pursue in the coming year.

Help in Cultivating a Sense of Hope 
and Justice - Say “YES” When a SURE 
Network Member Contacts you to Attend 
a SURE House Meeting
Things are not permanent. When things are 
going badly, it can feel like this will be the 
state of affairs for all time.  In fact, we know 
this is not true.  Tides can sometimes change 
dramatically.  For SURE, after a long time of 
work, prayer, going forward, going backward, 
we celebrate Juvenile and Adult Civil Citation.

Restorative Practices in our Elementary 
School

SURE championed the six elementary 
schools within our district to participate in 
restorative practices.  Our FPC Mission and 
Justice Committee was pleased to learn 
Brentwood Elementary (our Invest In Children 
ministry partner) students are participating in 
Restorative Practices. Once the school board 
agrees to having this practice implemented in 
schools, teachers are trained. SURE continues 
to monitor student expulsions in these six 
schools and continues working to add other 
elementary schools. Eventually the goal is to 
bring Restorative Practices to middle and high 
school levels.   
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Francis House

• News Flash!  It’s A Girl!
submitted by Joanne Simons

On Wednesday, August 3, a healthy, 5-pound, 
12-ounce baby girl was born to the mother 
living in Francis House. The baby was welcomed 
home on Saturday. The baby is the daughter of 
the newest mother to move into Francis House 
(only a few weeks before her birth) and has a 
four-year-old sister.

The mother had been experiencing medical 
concerns necessitating an overnight 
hospitalization shortly after moving into 
Francis House.  However, with good care and a 
place to call home, the new family settled in at 
Francis House.  In the mother’s words, “sleep, 
water, food, and safety” helped keep her blood 
pressure down and avoided a very premature 
birth.  

The family will live at Francis House for 
about three months, giving the family safety, 
comfort, and assistance toward their eventual 
independence.  

The pantry is stocked, there is a good supply of 
baby items on hand, and a healthy/hot meal is 
scheduled to be delivered weekly. At some time 
in the future, we will again ask for help from our 
congregation. We are thankful for God’s ever-
present love and the blessings bestowed!  

I am Michael Fingerle, and I am one of the leaders 
for the Stephen Ministry at First Presbyterian 
Church. Being a leader for a team of people 
who come along side those who are suffering 
loss feels like such important work. It does not, 
however, keep grief, sadness, loss, and pain from 
being part of one’s own life. Two years ago, my 
mother contracted COVID-19 and passed away 
due to the disease and complications brought 
on by her dementia. Over the next year, I 
suffered the death of several friends, relatives, 
and had to mourn alongside friends who lost 
their parents and family members. Through it 
all, my heart has been helped by my friends 
and colleagues in Stephen Ministry at First 
Presbyterian Church. I am grateful.

Stephen Ministers are members of our 
congregation who are extensively trained to 
listen, care, encourage, and provide confidential, 
emotional, and spiritual support for people 
experiencing a difficult time. You may have 
found yourself sinking into depression, fear, 
doubt, and frustration during the last couple of 
years of the virus. You, or someone you know, 
may be also suffering loss, loneliness, not being 
able to attend church or see family and friends. 
These are the very experiences and needs that 
the Stephen Ministry is prepared to address. 
Please do not be afraid to reach out for yourself 
or someone you love who is in need.

To do so, please call the church office  
(941) 955-8119 to speak with Cheryl Track, Faith 
Community Nurse or Steven Phillips, Director 
of Music Ministries  and Congregational Care.  
I know firsthand how valuable their ministry 
has been for me.



What is Presbyterian Women (PW) and why should you participate?

Presbyterian Women is a loving community that can challenge and nurture you, and be a vehicle for 
making the world a better place for all of God's children.  Everything we do as an organization and 
as a community is guided by PW Purpose, and that includes ministry, resources and relationships.

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves

  •  to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,
  •  to support the mission of the church worldwide,
  •  to work for justice and peace, and
  •  to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church  
      (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God's kingdom.

There is a lot of good work happening in PW all of the time.  You only need to look in the church 
emails and bulletins to see that.  Our work supports both local, national and international concerns.  
We also meet for Bible study each month.

When asked, here is how Jinny Miller describes what PW means to her:

We are always open for ladies to serve on the PW coordinating team.  If you are interested, please 
contact one of us.  Whether you want to support all of Presbyterian Women's work or just the 
ministries that speak to you . . . please do!  Invite other ladies to join you.  You don't have to belong to 
a circle or be a church member.  Your life will be enriched by Presbyterian Women, and Presbyterian 
Women will be richer for having you!

Blessings,
Pamela Lamb and Flossie Paul
PW Co-moderators

Over many years, PW has provided Bible studies that have inspired, challenged, comforted, 
and educated me on a myriad of Scriptures and topics.  PW has helped me grow in my 
faith and leadership skills.  PW has opened my eyes to mission opportunities as well as 
U.S. and worldwide needs. It has stretched my understanding of the need for justice and 
peacemaking.  Last, but certainly not least, I have found lifelong friends among my sisters in 
Circles and other PW opportunities.

As vice-moderator of the Churchwide Coordinating Team, I was privileged to chair the 
committee that chose the recipients of the Birthday Offering and the Thank Offering, to visit 
mission sites in other parts of the world, to serve on the committee that chose a Horizons 
Bible study, to serve with incredible women who touched my life with their love, commitment 
and wisdom.  I have been blessed and hope others will benefit by the many blessings PW 
offers.
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•  SunCoast Blood Centers 
     submitted by Cheryl Track  
    Faith Community Nurse     
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has now 
removed the referral guidelines for potential 
donors who were deferred from donating blood 
because of Mad Cow Disease. This means that 
many of those individuals who were ineligible 
to donate blood because they spent time in the 
United Kingdom from 1980-1996, spent time in 
France and Ireland from 1980-2001, or received 
a blood transfusion in the United Kingdom, 
France, or Ireland from 1980-2022 are now 
eligible to donate blood at SunCoast Blood 
Centers! 

MORE GREAT NEWS . . . Due to the high volume 
of need at the SMH Cancer Center, Moffitt 
Cancer and Florida Cancer Specialists, you 
can now donate platelets on the bloodmobile.  
We have new machines that reduce the length 
of donation. Males can donate that day and a 
female will have to have a HLA test and can 
donate the next drive if eligible. Platelets only 
last 5 days. One drop of your blood contains as 
many as 1,500,000-4,000,000 platelets. Every 
time you donate platelets, you get a $25 Amazon 
e-card. You can donate platelets in as little as 45 
minutes for men, 55 minutes for women. 

SunCoast Bloodmobile will be at First 
Presbyterian Church, Sunday September 18, 
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Please contact Cheryl 
Track, Faith Community Nurse to register for 
blood donation. 
(941) 320-3828 or  4tracks@comcast.net

Please contact Cassie at SunCoast Blood 
Centers, 941-374-4630 to arrange your platelet 
donation.

• Volunteer Opportunity
Have you ever considered being a mentor? Big 
Brothers Big Sisters has two programs: Meet 
your student at their local school once a week 
or enjoy the flexibility of doing fun things after 
school or on the weekends.  We are looking for 
adults between the ages of 21 and up willing to 
help a local student.

Being a Big Brother or Big Sister is fun, rewarding 
and life changing for both you and your 
Little Brother or Little Sister. Our one-to-one 
mentoring program gives you the opportunity to 
make a significant difference in the life of a child 
who needs some one-on-one attention in their 
life. Contact Teresa Taft for more information:  
(941) 586-0707 or ttaft@bbbssun.org

Below is the link for the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of the Sun Coast - Core Story 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ryk8kxDpDdM

• Sarasota Herald Tribune - Support  
   for the Arts
    from Saturday, August 13, 2022
Children First has received a $30,000 grant 
from the Jerome & Mildred Paddock Foundation 
to help to renovate a classroom that will bring 
eight infants and toddlers off the nonprofit’s 
waiting list.

The grant will help to renovate an existing space 
where the agency already has two classrooms 
that serve 16 infants and toddlers in partnership 
with First Presbyterian Church. Children First 
serves hundreds of children and their families 
living at or below the Federal Poverty Level.

'With costs of child care rising at such a rapid 
rate, coupled with the overall inflation, our 
community’s most vulnerable families are under 
extreme duress,' Children First CEO Philip 
Tavill said. 'Our wait list of those in need of our 
services can reach up to 180 children, so every 
slot that we are able to open is crucial.'



• Birthdays

September

• Anniversaries

Blessings 
from  

your church 
family
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