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Dear Friends,

Over the past two and half years, FPC has been in transition. After the loss of both 
our pastors in March of 2020, we were first joined by Kathi Wiggins, bridge pastor, 
followed by Margaret L. Torrence, interim pastor, and currently Craig Miller, bridge 
pastor. Each of these pastors shared their unique gifts with us as we dealt with 
loss, hurt, and frustration. Adding to the situation were the complications from a 
pandemic. Despite the difficulties of the past few years, we have carried on with all 
that God calls us to do.

During this time of transition, we found new ways to worship, as well as new ways 
to conduct meetings and classes. We continued to care for our congregation and 
maintained our connections with ministries such as Brentwood Elementary, SURE, 
Family Promise and Beth-El Farmworker Ministry. We even expanded our care in the 
community for those in need by becoming a new food distribution site for All Faiths 
Food Bank that now serves over 100 households a week. FPC has faced difficult 
times in the past, but our strong history and commitment to ministry serves as a 
foundation for our future and provides us with the resilience needed to press forward 
with confidence. 

This confidence has brought us to the next steps in our journey as we say goodbye to 
Craig and Donna Miller and welcome Tim and Heather Boggess. We are grateful for 
Craig who temporarily came out of retirement to be with us as our pastor nominating 
committee (PNC) continued its work in the search for our next pastor. Finally, that 
time has come!

As moderator of the PNC and on behalf of the congregation, I would like to welcome 
the Rev. Dr. Timothy Boggess to First Presbyterian Church, Sarasota. And like the 
pastors before him, Tim will bring his unique gifts to add to all that we do. We look 
forward to his leadership.

Tim will begin his pastorate with us on Monday, October 3, and we will host a reception 
on his first Sunday, October 9, during the 10:00 a.m. coffee hour and immediately 
following the 11:00 a.m. service. Please plan to stop by and personally welcome Tim.

The PNC would like to thank our congregation and session for their patience and 
prayers, our Presbytery and Melana Scruggs, our General Presbyter, and Rev. Steve 
McConnell, our Presbytery liaison, for their help and guidance.

I will be forever grateful to the individuals who served with me on the PNC. They 
gave freely of their time and talent over the last ten months. It is an honor to serve 
with Carrie Mills, Kay Steinman, Janet Olshewsky, Michael Fingerle, Steve Knopik 
and David Landers. Thank you all so very much for your service to our church and 
congregation. 

Frank Frey, Elder 
Moderator – Pastor Nominating Committee
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Town Hall Meetings
by Carol Papa

Several months ago, we asked the 
congregation to answer the question, 
“My dream for our church is …” and we 
are grateful for those who shared their 
dreams. Your responses have been 
helpful in guiding both the stewardship 
team and session in visioning the next 
steps for the future of our church.  

On September 18 and 21, several 
town hall meetings were held to present the 
responses you shared. Many of you expressed 
the desire to have a full pastoral staff and a 
strong children and youth program. You also 
indicated how important it is to have vibrant 
worship services, growth in membership, meet 
needs in the community, and be a welcoming 
church. 

Craig Miller led conversations that were both 
positive and encouraging that touched on 
questions such as, what does a full pastoral 
staff look like, how do we live into being a more 
welcoming church, and how can we expand the 
use of our buildings? There was also discussion 
about the healing of the congregation over the 
past year led by Margaret L. Torrence, and the 
need to strengthen our connections with one 
another after being disrupted by the pandemic. 

As our new pastor, Tim Boggess joins us, we 
will continue to look to the future and explore 
our dreams. And if we all step forward in faith 

with our time, talent, and financial gifts, we will 
realize these dreams.

Mark Your Calendars
October 23 - Commitment Sunday
  •  Bring your pledge to present
  •  Bring a rock - painted or unpainted  
      - to present with your pledge
  •  Bring a dish for a potluck luncheon  
      following the 11:00 a.m. service
October 30 - Come paint a rock!
  •  As part of this year’s stewardship theme,  
      we are inviting everyone to join together  
      for an intergenerational rock painting  
      activity on Sunday, October 30, during the  
      10:00 a.m. coffee hour. You may bring your  
      own rocks or use rocks that will be  
      provided. Once painted and labeled with  
      our church’s logo and QR code, everyone  
      will help place them around town, inviting  
      those who find them to discover FPC.  
      Together, we can help to continue our  
      tradition of welcoming those who seek to  
      grow in God’s love and grace.
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 • FPC’s Peace Pole
    by Michael Brown, Clerk of Session

Have you ever wondered, “What is that that tall 
wooden obelisk which stands in front of our 
Fellowship Hall?”  Well, it is FPC’s Peace Pole, an 
internationally recognized symbol of the hopes 
and dreams of the human family, standing in 
silent prayer for peace on earth.  Our hand-
crafted Peace Pole displays the message and 
prayer, May Peace Prevail on Earth, in different 
languages on each of its six sides.
 
The international Peace Pole Project was started 
in Japan by Masahisa Goi (1916-1980), Mr. Goi 
was profoundly affected by the devastation 
resulting from World War II and the atomic 
bombs which fell on the cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Thereafter, he dedicated his life to 
spreading the message, May Peace Prevail on 
Earth.  Today, there are tens of thousands of 
Peace Poles in 180 countries all over the world 
serving as constant reminders for us to visualize 
and pray for world peace. You may just see a 
Peace Pole in your travels almost anywhere, 
and if you do, you will instantly recognize it.

The idea of installing a Peace Pole at FPC 
originated with a thought from Associate 
Pastor Clay Thomas during a February 2, 2012, 

meeting of our Peace and Justice Committee 
(today, the Mission and Justice Committee).  
After thoroughly researching the idea and the 
cost involved, the committee agreed to bring a 
proposal to the session in the form of a motion. 
Following the session’s approval, the committee 
arranged for the purchase, inscription, and 
installation of our Peace Pole to coincide with 
World Communion Sunday in October 2012. 

Our FPC Peace Pole is made of Western Red 
Cedar, and it declares “May Peace Prevail on 
Earth” in English, Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic, 
Mandarin, and Swahili.  It was dedicated at 
FPC’s combined 10:30 a.m. worship service on 
World Communion Sunday, October 7, 2012, as 
a part of the conclusion of the service. Recently, 
our Peace Pole has undergone a first refreshing 
“facelift” after almost ten years of its enduring 
vigil through the Florida sun, wind, and rain.  
Please take a moment in silent prayer for world 
peace the next time - or better yet, every time 
- you pass by it.

For additional information about the 
international Peace Pole Project, go to:
h t t p s : / / w w w . w o r l d p e a c e . o r g /
peacepoleproject/ and https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Peace_pole



• Invest in Children
   by Jinny Miller, co-coordinator
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• Love Note
     

From Facebook post from 
Brentwood Elementary 
School

HUGE “Thank you” to First Presbyterian 
Church!!   They gave our staff a warm welcome 
back last week — a beautiful breakfast. We are 
so thankful for their commitment to loving on 
our staff and students.   We look forward to 
seeing our volunteers back on campus this year.    

YES, Brentwood Elementary School still needs 
YOU!    Twelve volunteers have joyfully begun 
sharing their gifts with the teachers and students 
at our mission partner, Brentwood Elementary 
School. They are happy, the teachers are happy 
and, of course, the students are happy!  But 
more volunteers are needed — especially in the 
kindergarten and first grade classes.  

Volunteers come to the school once a week 
for one to two hours and do a variety of tasks 
the individual teacher needs — from reading to 
the students to prep work for the class room or 
working in the school office or media center. If 
you would like to know more about this exciting 
adventure, please contact Jinny and Ron Miller 
at (941) 371-2750, ext. 554 (their Sunnyside 
apartment) or email jinnyron@gmail.com. 

   

Another way we have supported Brentwood 
is by adopting a class.  These “adoptions” of 
$100 each go right to the teacher to purchase 

resources for the classroom.  During the last 
school year we adopted 20 classes and had 
funds to adopt three additional classes when 
all the classes had been adopted. So, we have 
applied to adopt three classes this fall. If you 
are interested in supporting Brentwood in this 
way, Lisa Garcia, finance manager,  in the church 
office will be happy to receive your donation for 
$100 earmarked for “BES Adopt-a-Class.”

Thank you for your continued investment in 
the children of our mission partner, Brentwood 
Elementary School!



• Social Justice Corner
   by Dorothy Murphy
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SURE’S Calendar:   October Until We Meet 
for Nehemiah Assembly

Dear First Presbyterian Congregation,

Thank you for inviting me to share some of my 
story during your September 11, 9:00 and 11:00 
a.m. worship services.  I enjoyed meeting many 
SURE network members and others during the 
fellowship time.

Did you know in Laos, Vietnam, and other parts 
of the world, Christianity is illegal?  Terrible, isn’t 
it?  Much less, you can’t even gather with friends 
or neighbors to talk about local problems and 
issues.  If discovered, you would be beaten and 
thrown into prison for treason. These basic 
human rights are sometimes taken for granted 
by some Americans. Democracy can blind many 
from the reality that other parts of the world 
don’t practice democracy.

I want to personally invite you to practice 
democracy during a First Presbyterian SURE 
House Meeting (though some say it’s more a 
conversation).  These are ‘safe’ conversations.  
During the meeting we share with others what 
you care about in your community, what you 
love about your community, what problems you 
are worried about in your community, and how 
you would reimagine your community to be like.

Please say “yes” when a SURE Team Leader 
invites you to SURE House Meeting.
                           
                      Dai Thao, SURE Executive Director

We enthusiastically present this calendar as a 
preview to what is happening within the SURE 
ministry. Please continue to look for updates 
in our News@First, Sunday bulletin and Cross 
Connection editions.

OCTOBER HOUSE MEETINGS
We gather to share what’s on our 

minds. Our concerns are recorded and 
sent to SURE for voting in November at 

our Community Problems Assembly.

COMMUNITY PROBLEMS ASSEMBLY
Monday November 7  

Bethlehem Bible Church
18th Street, Sarasota

Network members vote to establish
agenda for 2022 – 2023

SURE RESEARCH KICKOFF
Tuesday, December 6   

Network members meet to join 
specific research teams

NETWORK MEETINGS 
Held in all 22 SURE congregations

SURE RALLY  
Monday, April 3

Getting ready for Nehemiah

NEHEMIAH ASSEMBLY 
Monday, April 24

All congregations attend

HALLELUHIA! Celebration 
Monday, June 12

We come together to rejoice 
because God’s work continues

And what does the Lord require 
of you? To do justice, love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with our God.   
                                           - Micah 6:8
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Family Promise of Sarasota-Manatee is relocating 
its administrative office to First Presbyterian 
Church starting this month. Tara Maffei, the 
executive director, will move into the former 
Parish Associate’s office on the second floor of 
the administration building, next door to Steven 
Phillips, director of music and congregation 
care. 

Tara anticipates meeting with families in the 
office, though she frequently travels around 
town to meet Family Promise clients, especially 
those who might not have a car. This new 
office will also give Family Promise space for a 
computer for clients to use to check their emails 
and work on resumes. There is storage space for 
emergency supplies such as baby food, diapers, 
and non-perishable groceries.

No families will be living at FPC. Family Promise 
is working diligently toward its previous model 
of housing families in churches on a rotating 
basis but is not quite ready to do so. Meantime, 
we are delighted to welcome Tara Maffei and 
Family Promise to their new FPC home. 

Stephen ministry is an extension of the pastoral 
care one needs at times of crisis, loss, or 
change in one’s life. The kind, wise, spiritual 
guidance and compassionate care of a pastor is 
a wonderful gift and a real reason to participate 
in a community of faith. However, pastors have 
a limit to their ability to be with a person whose 
needs may be long-term. They are also limited 
in their ability to serve a large population of 
people who are hurting in any congregation. 

Stephen Ministers are a supplement to the care 
ministry of a church’s pastoral staff. Stephen 
Ministers are members of our congregation 
who are extensively trained to listen, care, 
encourage, and provide confidential, emotional, 
and spiritual support for people experiencing 
a difficult time. They extend the care that 
one may initially seek out from the church’s 
pastor. You, or someone you know, may also 
be suffering loss, loneliness, not being able to 
attend church or see family and friends. These 
are the very experiences and needs that the 
Stephen Ministry is prepared to address. Please 
do not be afraid to reach out for yourself or 
someone you love who is in need.

To do so, please call the church office (941) 
955-8119 to speak with our new pastor 
Timothy Boggess. You may also feel more 
closely connected to Cheryl Track, our Faith 
Community Nurse, one of the visiting deacons 
of First Presbyterian Church, or Steven Phillips, 
Director of Music and Congregational Care. 
Each of these people can put you in touch with 
our ministry and the compassionate help and 
companionship needed.

• From Your (Former) Bridge Interim 
Pastor
I want to share this brief note of thanks for the 
opportunity I had to be with you as the Bridge 
Interim Pastor over these last four months.  It 
has not been easy to be away from home for 
most of that time, but this has been a very good 
experience for me, and I am grateful for the 
time we had together.  I am also very excited 
for you as you begin this new chapter in the 
church’s life with Timothy Boggess as your new 
pastor.  We pray God’s great blessing upon First 
Presbyterian Church and your good and growing 
ministry.  Here is our contact information:
       
Peace to all of you!

Craig and Donna Miller
2134 New Bedford Dr.
Sun City Center, FL  33573
craigmiller0324@gmail.com
24domiller@gmail.com
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• Cuba Trip
    by Sue Hargis Spigel

Plans are progressing for the February 2023 
FPC trip to visit our partner church, Juan G. Hall, 
in Cárdenas, Cuba, in the Matanzas province. 
The trip includes a day in the city of Matanzas, 
visiting the Matanzas Evangelical Seminary/
Seminario Evangelico de Teologia (SET) and 
exploring the city and artisan shops.

During our trip, we will meet and continue 
to develop our personal relationships with 
members of Juan G. Hall and to learn about their 
culture, trials, and achievements while sharing 
our own.  We anticipate the cost of this trip to be 
about $1,500 (US dollars).  Financial assistance 
from the Mission and Justice Committee will be 
available. 

For specific information about the area and 
what it’s like, contact Sue Hargis Spigel, 
hargisspigel@yahoo.com or (941) 735-8786, 
or Graham Hart, 2grahamhart@gmail.com, for 
information about their experiences in Cuba.  
For information about the Cuba Partnership go 

to https://www.cubapartnersnetwork.info/.  To 
get a feel for Juan G. Hall Church, go to their 
Facebook page:  
h t t p s : //w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / I g l e s i a -
Presbiteriana-Reformada-Juan-G-Hall-en-
C%C3%A1rdenas-1096173980413073/?ref=br_
rs

  Stay tuned to announcements as the planning 
group—Dave Householder, Rachel Martin, 
Jay Swick, Sue Hargis Spigel, Karen Olson, 
and Graham Hart—work out the details.  Talk 
to any of these folks to learn more.  We will 
need both “senders” (folks to pray, help get 
things ready, and provide transportation to 
and from the airport, etc.) and “goers” to make 
the trip possible.  To sign up, send a note to  
Dave Householder (dphouse47@gmail.com) 
with how you would like to participate
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     Church Life is an app that is available to 
church members with iPhones or Androids. 
You can search for members and view phone 
and address information, photos, and family 
members. You can send a text or  call with a 
simple tap on the phone number. You can even 
send an email. Also, it is a quick way to give 
online.

Ready to go? Here are two simple steps:

1) Download ACS Church Life from your 
App Store using either iPhone or  Android 
(Blackberry and other mobile devices can enter 
www.churchlife.mobi from any mobile browser).

2) Log in. Use the same username/email and 
password you use for your member login on our 
website.

You can bring your phone into the church office 
and Lisa Garcia, finance manager, would be 
happy to help you navigate getting Church Life 
on your phone.  Please call (941) 955-8119 to set 
up a time.

• Get Easy Access to Church Member  
   Photos and Contact Information

• Handbell Workshop
   by Karen Olson, handbell choir member

Have you ever wondered about how to play a 
handbell?  On Wednesday, October 19, at 5:30 
p.m., we will have Terri Chapman, Associate 
Conductor of Ring Sarasota and Music Director 
at Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church to conduct a 
beginning handbell workshop teaching handbell 
techniques. The workshop is open to ALL ages 
and abilities. Being able to read music is a plus 
but not a requirement. We would hope that 
some would like to join our regular bell choir 
that meets on Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
for one hour each week, and perform at three 
to four services from November through May. 
Coming to the workshop does not mean you 
need to commit to the handbell choir. Please let 
Karen Olson know if you would be interested in 
the workshop: klolso@comcast.net. 

• Changes to Church Life App
  
Beginning November 1, 2022 the Church 
Life app will no longer be available in your 
cellphone’s App Store. If you want to use 
the online directory via the Church Life app, 
please download it now from your App Store 
for your IOS and Android’s phones. If you have 
the Church Life app now on your phone you 
will not lose the app, but you cannot reinstall 
it once it has been deleted after November 1. 
After the November deadline you can go to  
Churchlife.mobi using the search engine of 
your choice and you can log in using the same 
username/email address and password you 
use for your member login on our website. See 
directions to get app in right column.
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Stepping Forward in Faith: Exploring  
God’s Abundance 
At First Presbyterian, we believe that stewardship 
is more than money. Being a good steward of 
God’s gifts affects the use of our time and our 
actions as well as our money. Stewardship is 
something that we do throughout the year…
therefore, please join as we learn more about …

Through the parables of 
Jesus and other biblical 
materials, these classes will 
explore dimensions of what 
it means to step out in faith 
by sharing what we have 

from God’s abundance. The myth that getting 
or having more is better is not a standard to 
live by. Instead, we should be guided by the 
knowledge that God’s blessings are truly 
enough for us.

As these lessons unfold, we find we have 
become unbound from fears of “not enough.” 
We recognize that we have enough to make a 
difference in the world. We realize that we have 
enough for transformational giving. This study 
focuses on both our attitudes and our actions 
as we aim to live faithful lives. We all need to 
recognize what we have been given. We also 
need to see the ways that God’s blessings 
sustain us. This class will be led by Elaine 
Barnett via Zoom and held Tuesdays at 11:30 
a.m. beginning Tuesday, October 18.  Sign-
up by emailing Elaine at ewbarnet@me.com. 
Lesson titles are:
• October 18: There is Always Enough When You 
Step Forward in Faith
• October 25: Become Unbound from Fear as 
You Step Forward in Faith
• November 1: Stepping Forward in Faith:  Ways 
to Make a Difference
• November 8: Do Not Be 
Anxious — 
Step Forward in Faith
• November 15: Healthy, 
Faithful Living as 
Stewardship
• November 22: Giving, 
Sharing and Saving Our 
Talents

Tyranny and the Founding Fathers
taught by Hendrick Serrie, Ph.D.
Sundays, October 16 – November 20, 10:00 a.m.

Since the 1980s our nation has been gripped by 
multiple crises, and we are so politically divided 
that some extremists seek to overturn our 
government through violence. As Christians, 
we are enjoined to reconcile with each other: 
“Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar 
and there remember that your brother or sister 
has something against you, leave your gift at 
the altar and go. First make things right with 
your brother or sister and then come back and 
offer your gift” (Matthew 5: 23-24).  In this 
course we will revisit our foundation as the 
modern world’s first and greatest democracy, 
and review the ways in which the ideologies of 
Communism, Fascism, and Nazism established 
totalitarian dictatorships that brought suffering 
and death to millions of people.    

Hal Serrie is a member of First Presbyterian 
Church and a retired Professor of Anthropology 
and International Business at Eckerd College.  
He will be leading the class, using On Tyranny: 
Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century 
(120 pp.) by Timothy Snyder.  Copies of the 
book may be ordered and picked up through 
the church office for $7. 

• Adult Education Class Offerings

For I know the plans                                     
I have for you, says the Lord . . . 

             - Jeremiah 29:11 

First Presbyterian Church 
Sarasota, FL 
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•  Breast Cancer and  
   Mammograms
     submitted by Cheryl Track  
    Faith Community Nurse     
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Breast cancer does not discriminate. No one 
expects to be diagnosed with this disease, 
particularly women under age 40.

Nevertheless, according to the American 
Cancer Society, breast cancer remains the most 
common cancer diagnosed in women in their 
20s and 30s. According to the National Cancer 
Institute, the average age for the diagnosis of 
breast cancer in women is 62, meaning that 
about half of the women with breast cancer are 
diagnosed before age 62. This suggests that 
breast cancer is ageless.

Here are some practical tips related to 
mammograms and breast health, by the age of 
the woman:

 •  Age 20: Learn how to perform a breast self- 
     exam and get to know your normal breasts
 •  Age 30: Discuss your potential risk factors  
     with your doctor
 •  Age 40: Get your baseline screening  
     mammogram and continue annually
 •  Age 50: Find out what no one tells you  
     about mammograms and menopause
 •  Age 60: Continue the habit of getting an  
     annual mammogram
 •  Age 70+: Despite different advice from  
     some national guidelines, when to stop  
     getting an annual mammogram is not  
     related to age. Women are advised to  
     continue doing what they believe keeps  
     them healthy.

Importance of Mammograms During 
Menopause
Chirag R. Parghi, MD, Chief Medical Officer, and 
Andrea Parada, MD, Medical Director, both of 
Solis Mammography, explained the importance 

of annual mammography during menopause 
and beyond.

“Women should be very consistent with their 
mammograms when they are going through 
menopause—this is not a time to skip. The late 
40s and 50s are an important age for breast 
health. Breast tissue and breast cancers are 
very sensitive to changes in hormones, and this 
is a decade that menopause is most common. 
Because of that, breast cancer can happen. 
A yearly mammogram can save your life,” Dr. 
Parghi said. “We know that our fat cells do 
produce estrogen. So for every 11 pounds that 
we gain, we actually increase the likelihood of 
developing a breast cancer after menopause 
by 3%,” Dr. Parada added.

Living a healthy lifestyle is within all our control 
and may lower your risk of breast cancer. 
Maintain a healthy weight, limit alcohol intake 
and exercise regularly—it all matters when it 
comes to your overall health and risk of disease.
I encourage you to dedicate this October as a 
time of action for yourself and others.

Taken from conquer-magazine.com, October 2021, 
My First Mammogram and a Surprising Diagnosis 
and komen.org

NAMI Walk Saturday, October 8 at 8:00 a.m

Join us as we step into NAMI Walks Your Way 
2022. It’s a new day for mental health and we 
will embrace it together in Payne Park (2010 
Adams Lane, Sarasota, FL 34237). 

We’ll cheer each other on while lifting our 
voices to be heard, united in our commitment to 
raise awareness of our cause; Acquiring funds 
to drive NAMI’s free top-rated programs; and 
building community in every sense of the word.

Register today! Go to: https://www.namiwalks.
org/ index.cfm?fuseact ion=donorDr ive.
event&eventID=1241 to register.



• Birthdays

October

• Anniversaries

Blessings 
from  

your church 
family
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Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 
40 Issue #10. Please submit articles for the next  
issue by October 15, 2022. Articles submitted are 
proofed and edited.
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