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Dear First Family,

At the end of November, Barbara Chase and I took a truckload of supplies to Misión 
Peniel in Immokalee.  We were met by Miguel Estrada, the mission’s pastor.  Miguel 
took us on a tour of the facility.  Although the building isn’t large, the number of 
ways it supports farmworkers and their families is truly remarkable.  

They help roughly four hundred families each week with groceries.  They deliver 
meals to those who are homebound or without transportation.  There are thousands 
of diapers and baby wipes ready for anyone who needs them.  They have a music 
academy to help enrich the lives of neighborhood children.  They offer weekly 
worship services.  Miguel also showed us a community garden on the grounds that 
produces vegetables and herbs indigenous to the various Mexican, Guatemalan and 
Haitian people who make up most of the farmworker community.  It is a small but  
transformational place.  I am humbled and honored that we are mission partners 
with them.

It was so gratifying to take the items you donated, along with a monetary donation, 
to Miguel for the ongoing work of Misión Peniel.  Your generosity speaks to the heart 
of this congregation that I am growing to love.  As we enter this Advent season, I 
invite you to reflect with me about other ways we can continue to be the hands and 
feet of Christ in this place and for all people.

There is a lot going on in the life of First Presbyterian this month.  From A Celtic 
Christmas to the Christmas Eve services, we hope that you will come and join us in 
these celebrations of our Savior’s birth.

Yours in Christ,
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You are invited to continue the celebration of A Celtic Christmas at a reception in 
the Fellowship Hall immediately following the presentation. You are welcome to 
bring a plate of cookies or treats to share with others if you are able.
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• Ways You Can Provide  
   Hurricane Ian Relief

There are many ways you can join with 
fellow Presbyterians in the efforts to help our 
neighbors as we move to long term recovery 
from hurricane Ian. 
 
· Give to our own First Presbyterian Sarasota 
Ian Relief Fund. Our mission committee will 
use those funds to support work being done 
by and for our sister churches and members in 
Peace River Presbytery.
 

· Give to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance or 
the Florida Chapter of PDA (FLAPDAN). Make 
a note on the memo line of your check. 
 

· Volunteer for work teams through Church of the 
Palms and their partner Praying Pelicans https://
www.ppm.org/pcusa. Teams are transported to 
specific jobs then returned to the church. Tools 
and supplies are furnished. 
 

· Contact the Peace River Presbytery partner 
Inspiritus at (239) 560-1554 OR Kathy at  
Fla.pdan@pcusa.org who can also assist with 
placing volunteers. 
 

· Recruit a First Presbyterian work team. Teams 
could be for yard work, cleaning out houses, or 
rebuilding. 
 
Dave Householder is trying to keep up with 
activities our presbytery and its churches are 
working on and will try to help you, or a team 
find a place to work. Dphouse47@gmail.com 

• Preschool News
   by Stephanie Copa

Recently, the First Presbyterian Preschool 
students learned about the heroic work of 
firefighters. Mr. and Mrs. Sanders, parents 
of a preschool student, volunteered in the 
classrooms to teach students about fire safety. 
Mr. Sanders, a firefighter, showed students 
his tools and gear that he wears when he 
responds to emergency calls which help keep 
him safe while he helps others.   The students 
conceptualized, and collaboratively created, a 
firetruck from everyday household materials: 
large box, cardboard, construction paper, paint, 
and a lot of teamwork. Once their firetruck was 
ready, they moved it to the playground for all of 
the classes to explore and engage in dramatic 
play. 

The fun and learning did not stop there! 
The Senior classes explored dinosaurs and 
volcanoes in multisensory learning activities. 
The students learned about various dinosaur 
species and created a paper model of the 
dino's huge footprints, and then sharpened 
their estimation skills as they attempted to 
guess at how many students could fit on 
one dino print. The students practiced fine 
motor, observation and language skills as they 
unearthed small fossils in the nature center 
and shared their observations with each other. 
The Seniors ended their unit constructing a 
large paper mache' volcano and experiencing 
the thrill of watching, at a safe distance, the 
chemical reaction which takes place between 
baking soda and vinegar as their class volcano 
erupted. 

In the Just 3's class, students watched as 
pumpkin seeds germinated and sprouted 
into tender young plants to take home and 
grow with their families. All the students had 
pumpkins on their minds as they welcomed 
fall and Halloween at this year's preschool 
Halloween party. Students from all classes co-
mingled in the courtyard creating fun creatures 
from playdough, pipe cleaners, and googly 
eyes, and enjoyed a muffin together with their 
friends before school. 



• Invest in Children
   by Jinny Miller, co-coordinator
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• Social Justice Corner
   by Dorothy Murphy
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SURE acts on the biblical call to transform 
systems (educational, criminal, justice, etc.) to 
be fair and just for all.

Community Problems Assembly  
Greater Hurst AME Church

SURE network members from 17 congregations 
met November 7 to determine what issue was 
most on the minds of congregants who met 
during house meetings this fall. Affordable 
Housing stood out, winning the most votes.

SURE Research Kickoff

We are excited for you to join SURE’s justice 
efforts in Sarasota County. Dedicated research 
groups work diligently to make change. We 
hope you will be a part of SURE’s Research 
Kickoff to help do what it takes to make 
affordable housing feasible for many. The 
SURE research teams of Criminal Justice and 
Restorative Practices in our elementary schools 
would like to add research members. 

Everyone is invited to attend the SURE Justice 
Ministry Research Kickoff on Tuesday, December 
6, 6:00 p.m. at Pine Shores Presbyterian Church, 
6135 Beechwood, Sarasota, Fl 34231.

Letter Signed by SURE Leaders and Clergy 
Sent to Sheriff Hoffman
(The following is an excerpt from a November 
8, 2022, letter)  

We are pleased that you are doing a thorough 
job training your officers and tracking who is 
and is not being offered APAD (previously 
referred to as Adult Civil Citation).

However, we are very concerned that your 
department is not offering APAD referrals for 
driving on a suspended or expired license tag 
(when there hasn’t been a crash and the person 
does not have a history of being an unsafe 
driver) as the State Attorney allowed.  Based 
on data from the Clerk of Court in 2019, there 

were 7,230 misdemeanor arrests in Sarasota 
County and 3,348 of them (46%) were for 
offenses related to suspended/expired/no 
driver’s license or tag.  We don’t know how 
many of these people were first-time offenders, 
but certainly some of them were, and could 
have benefited from the APAD program by not 
receiving an arrest record.

As of the date of this submission, no response 
to this letter has been received. The Criminal 
Justice team will continue to monitor APAD.

SURE RALLY  
Monday, April 3

Getting ready for Nehemiah

NEHEMIAH ASSEMBLY 
Monday, April 24

All congregations attend
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Kintsugi is a Japanese art 
of repairing and restoring 
a valuable, but broken, 
ceramic vessel. The work 
is painstakingly long and 
requires skill and patience. 
Using lacquer and soft 
gold, the pieces are reassembled, and cracks 
are filled with the valuable metal. The result 
of what may have started out as a tragedy is 
something more beautiful than one could ever 
have imagined. Indeed, the very flaws from the 
break become the most wonderful part of the 
new creation.
 
Stephen Ministers are available for those times 
when life has fallen apart. They are not the 
actual healers, as God is the master repairer and 
artisan of your broken life. Stephen Ministers 
are simply there to be with you through the 
long process. They are specially trained to 
provide quality confidential care during a time 
of restoration and healing. Even amid some of 
the most difficult times in your life, Stephen 
Ministers are there to listen and confidentially 
walk alongside broken people while God does 
the work.
 
If you or someone you know is hurting and want 
to find out more about Stephen Ministry, please 
call the church office (941) 955-8119 to speak 
with Pastor Tim Boggess, Faith Community 
Nurse Cheryl Track, or our Director of Music 
Ministries and Congregational Care Steven 
Phillips.

• Consider a Year End Gift to Support  
   First Presbyterian Church

This Advent season as you prepare for and 
anticipate the Christ child, we invite you 
to consider making a year-end gift to First 
Presbyterian Church. You may make: 

  •  A cash donation
  •  A gift of appreciated securities
  •  A direct to charity transfer from your IRA (if  
     you are over 70 ½ and have not given more  
     than $100,000 from your IRA to charities   
     this year)
  • A gift from your donor-advised fund or  
     private foundation

The gift can be directed in two ways: 

  •  To First Presbyterian Church to be added to  
      the current operating budget
  •  To The Foundation for the First  
      Presbyterian Church of Sarasota to be  
      added to the endowment to ensure/ 
      support our missions into the future

Your gift may be specifically directed to 
scholarships, youth programs, building funds, or 
to mission and ministries of the church. Or you 
may leave the best use of the gift to be decided 
by the session with the assurance that church 
leadership is devoted to careful stewardship of 
your funds.

Discuss these opportunities with your tax 
advisor to see which may be best for you, as 
these can be used by many as deductions for 
income tax purposes.

If this is not the right time for an over-and-
above donation, please consider joining the 
Covenant Society by making a pledge to include 
the Foundation in your will or estate plan as a 
legacy of your faith that will impact generations 
to come. 

Contact Lisa Garcia in the church office for more 
information on making a year-end donation or 
to secure a Covenant Society pledge form.
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• Christmas Poinsettias

     The joyous season of the year—Christmas— is 
rapidly approaching, and our thoughts turn to 
holiday traditions.  Each year we decorate with  
poinsettias for Christmas.  Plants may be 
ordered in memory of, or in honor of, loved 
ones.  To assure quantities, all orders are to be 
submitted by Wednesday, December 14.  Please 
make checks payable to First Presbyterian 
Church with “poinsettia” in the memo. Order 
forms may be turned into the office.  

Number of poinsettias at $10 each: ______  

Paid by check #: _______  
Amount by cash: ___________

Name:_________________________________  

Home phone:_____________
 
IN MEMORY OF_________________________

______________________________________

IN HONOR OF __________________________

______________________________________

Please check one: 

___  I will pick up my poinsettia(s) after the  
        7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service.
                       
___  I wish to donate my poinsettias to the  
        homebound.      
       
___  I wish to help deliver to the homebound.

A Celtic Christmas: The World Sings 
Musical Presentation on Friday, December 9  

7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 
$10 suggested contribution

     
Saturday, December 24  
Christmas Eve 
Nativity Service    4:00 p.m.      Sanctuary

Communion Service  7:00 p.m.      Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25  
Christmas Day
 

Service                       11:00 a.m.      Fellowship  
                                                              Hall

Toys for Tots is looking for volunteers on 
December 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, and 12. You can sign up 
for a 4 ½-hour shift, between 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m.
Hours are eligible for school volunteer credit. 
Contact April Miller at (941) 536-4576 for more 
information. 



CROSS CONNECTIONS  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SARASOTA DECEMBER 2022                                                                       8             

For I know the plans                                     
I have for you, says the Lord . . . 

             - Jeremiah 29:11 

First Presbyterian Church 
Sarasota, FL 

FFoorrwwaarrdd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  
 Stepping  

 

For I know the plans                                     
I have for you, says the Lord . . . 

             - Jeremiah 29:11 

First Presbyterian Church 
Sarasota, FL 

FFoorrwwaarrdd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  
 Stepping  

 

For I know the plans                                     
I have for you, says the Lord . . . 

             - Jeremiah 29:11 

First Presbyterian Church 
Sarasota, FL 

FFoorrwwaarrdd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  
 Stepping  

 

• Contributions for 2022
     The end of 2022 is quickly approaching, and the 
last day to receive contributions to be credited 
towards this year is Saturday, December 31.  Please 
bring your donations to the church office (Friday, 
December 30) or put them in the mail; they must 
be postmarked no later than December 31.

• 2023 Offering Envelopes
     Beginning Sunday, December 4, through 
Sunday, December 18, there will be a table 
set up for you to pick up your 2023 offering 
envelopes. To save on the cost of mailing, please 
make every effort to pick up your envelopes.

• Thoughtful Giving
Give a gift in honor of a loved one or in memory 
of a loved one to celebrate Christmas.  Or, you 
simply might want to support a ministry without 
designating someone.

In December, Thoughtful Giving booklets will be 
emailed and available on Sundays.  During this 
season of thankfulness, let us share and support 
the many ministries of First Presbyterian 
Church.  Each booklet has a form for you to 
complete.  Enclose a check and include the 
names of those you are honoring or those for 
whom you are giving in their memory.  We will 
mail a card to the person your are honoring or 
you may choose to pick it up at the office and 
mail it yourself.  

• Confirmation Class

Confirmation class is returning in January 
2023 for our rising 8th graders and any high 
schoolers who would like to be confirmed. 
Please contact Carrie Mills or Emily Weitekamp 
if you are interested.

by Mary Willis, Moderator Business Affairs

Similar to last year’s response to our stewardship 
campaign, Commitment Sunday, October 23, 
saw 106 families presenting their pledges for 
the 2023 church year.  Special thanks go to 
those members for Stepping Forward in Faith 
by quantifying your commitment to First 
Presbyterian.  

However, since that Sunday, we have not had 
the additional response that we had anticipated, 
and hope that this is due to members not yet 
back in town or being caught up in the myriad of 
things that place demands on our time, talents. 
and treasures.  As of the November 14 tally, we 
have secured 130 commitments representing 
$622,220 pledged.  While similar to last year’s 
pledging pattern, it comes very short of the 
projected $920,000 forecast for 2023 to meet 
the needs expressed by the congregation.   

These are exciting times with the congregation 
back for in-person services led by our new Pastor 
Tim and enjoyed by more and more children 
and families each week. We are welcoming 
six new members this Sunday and see new 
faces at every turn. The use of our wonderful 
facilities is increasing almost daily.  Last month 
a renowned pianist and composer entertained 
in our Fellowship Hall.  This is the good news 
that we have been waiting for, and we need to 
make sure that we have the resources to bring 
our resurgence to fruition.  

If you haven’t pledged your commitment to the 
coming year’s mission and ministry, we would 
be so grateful to hear from you. This will be 

an exciting and pivotal year in the life of this 
congregation.  Will you help us bridge the gap 
and make our “Dreams for Our Church” come 
true?

If you have any questions about the process of 
pledging, our Finance Manager, Lisa Garcia, can 
be reached at (941) 955-8119.
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• Love Note

Thank you to all who have already 
purchased gift cards or made 
contributions for the children 

and families from Brentwood Elementary School.  
You are making Christmas brighter for the 20 
families in need you are blessing.   Thanks, too, 
to those who will take stars from the Blessing 
Trees on Sunday, December 4!  Remember, all 
the gift cards and checks are to be returned to 
the church by Sunday, December 11.   What a 
blessing you are!

 Invest in Children Steering Committee

George Chorba, Kay Dunn, Lorraine Foltz, Alan 
and Linda Nelson, Sandi Soper, Mary and Tony 
Williams, and Jinny and Ron Miller, coordinators

• Changes to Church Life App
  
The Church Life app is no longer available in 
your cell phone’s App Store. If you currently 
have the Church Life app on your phone you 
will not lose the app, but you cannot reinstall 
it once it has been deleted from the App Store 
after November 1. 

You can go to Churchlife.mobi using the 
search engine of your choice and log in 
using the same username/email address and 
password you use for your member login on 
our website. 

Here is a link to a video that shows you the 
churchlife.mobi.  

https://vimeo.com/747406128/adc7e0def4

• Salt Shakers

A wonderful way for 
members and friends 
of First Presbyterian 
Church to get to know 
each other better is to “break bread” together. 

Groups of 6-8 people (couples or singles) meet 
once a month for a potluck in a  member’s  home, 
or dine at a restaurant, have a picnic, brunch —
be creative!  Our next Salt Shakers groups will 
meet February through May 2023. You will be 
able to sign up in January.  Questions?  Call 
Marcia Schaper (941) 922-5245 or Diane Bittner 
(941) 755-2268.

PC(USA) offers you the chance to bring Good 
News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance 
or spirit.  Your gifts to this special offering 
will be distributed to retired ministers and 
missionaries in need, and to our Presbyterian 
racial-ethnic colleges.  We will be receiving the 
Joy Offering on Sunday, December 18.

Dear First Presbyterian Church,

Thank you so much for the wonderful reception 
I received at FPC on Sunday, November 13.  You 
all are always welcoming and such a friendly 
place to visit. You take such good care of us at 
Brentwood that it was the least I could do to 
come and talk to everyone.  I hope you have a 
lovely Thanksgiving and Christmas and get to 
enjoy some restful time with family.
 

Blessings to you all.

Stacy Lenz
2nd grade teacher

Brentwood Elementary School



•  Begin the Conversation      
    submitted by Cheryl Track  
    Faith Community Nurse     
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• Stop the Bleed 
Stop the Bleed is a grassroots national 
awareness campaign and call-to-action. Stop 
the Bleed encourages bystanders to become 
trained, equipped, and empowered to help in 
a bleeding emergency before professional help 
arrives. You never know when YOU will be the 
one needing to help a loved one or someone 
else. 

Health and Wholeness Ministry will be hosting 
Stop the Bleed trainers Tuesday, January 17, 
2023 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. and Friday, January 20, 
2023 12:00-1:30 p.m. More information to follow 
closer to the date. 

I hope you had a blessed Thanksgiving!  As you 
continue to celebrate the holidays with family 
and friends, look at this time as an opportunity 
to discuss not only your health care wishes, but 
your loved ones wishes as well. At any time in 
your life, you may be unable to communicate 
your healthcare choices because of an injury or 
serious illness. That is  why it’s important to make 
advance care planning decisions now.  Having 
a plan will make it easier for you, your doctor, 
and your loved ones to ensure your wishes are 
honored.

An advanced directive is a written or oral 
statement about how you want medical 
decisions made should you not be able to make 
them yourself and/or it can express your wish to 
make an anatomical donation after death. Some 
people make advance directives when they are 
diagnosed with a life-threatening illness. Others 
put their wishes into writing while they are 
healthy, often as part of their estate planning. 
You do not need to have an attorney to get your 
advanced directive completed. 

Three types of advance directives are:
 

• A Living Will is a written or oral statement 
of the kind of medical care you want or do not 
want if you become unable to make your own 
decisions.  

• A Health Care Surrogate Designation is a 
document naming another person as your 
representative to make medical decisions for 
you if you are unable to make them yourself. You 
can include instructions about any treatment 
you want or do not want, similar to a living will. 
You can also designate an alternate surrogate. 

• An Anatomical Donation is a document that 
indicates your wish to donate, at death, all or 
part of your body. This can be an organ and 
tissue donation to persons in need, or donation 
of your body for training of health care workers. 
You can indicate your choice to be an organ 
donor by designating it on your driver’s license 
or state identification card, signing a uniform 
donor form, or expressing your wish in a living 
will. 

Once your advanced directive is completed:

• If you designate a health care surrogate and 
an alternate surrogate, be sure to ask them if 
they agree to take this responsibility, discuss 
how you would like matters handled, and give 
them a copy of the document. 

• Make sure that your health care provider, 
attorney, and the significant persons in your life 
know that you have an advance directive and 
where it is located. You also may want to give 
them a copy.

• Set up a file where you can keep a copy of 
your advance directive (and other important 
paperwork). Some people keep original papers 
in a bank safety deposit box. You may want 
to keep copies at your house or information 
concerning the location of your safety deposit 
box. 

• Keep a card or note in your purse or wallet 
that states that you have an advance directive 
and where it is located.

• If you change your advance directive, make 
sure your health care provider, attorney and the 
significant persons in your life have the latest copy.   

For more information and to print advanced 
directive forms, go to begintheconversation.
org, click on state resources, and select the 
form needed. 

What a gift to yourself and your family! Wishing 
you and yours a Christmas filled with peace and 
love. 

Taken from www.begintheconversation.org



• Birthdays

December

• Anniversaries

Blessings 
from  

your church 
family
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Cross Connections is a monthly publication of First 
Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Florida, Volume 
40 Issue #12. Please submit articles for the next  
issue by December 15, 2022. Articles submitted are 
proofed and edited.

1 Eric & Marissa Tingstrom
2 Matt & Tracy Bretoi
3 Duane & Doris Harff
6 Gabriel & Tina Jiva
9 Ron & Karen Saba
16 Jim & Bobbie Dean
 John & Linda Parks
17 Rene & Helen Corcoran
 George & Jessica Armstrong
19 Sam & Trisha Roby
21 Steve & Jan Papenfuss
27 Stephen & Reva Mitchell
28 Barry & Shari Greenberg

29 Alan & Linda Nelson
 Frank Frey & Annette Landes
 Dick & Barbara Wigton
 John Edds & Nicole Muir
30 John & Velma Yost
 Neal & Diane Price

1 Evan Eastmoore
 Jill Cardinal
 Drew Stuart
2 Alice Mills
 Gabriel Monahan
 David Dunlap
4 Bette Lou Cookson
 Dent Davis
 Darwin Goldsmith
6 Ryan Chapdelain
 Craig Gesell
7 Doris Hackett
 Merle Chorba
 Wendy Mastripolito
8 Linda Nelson
9 Savannah Camastro
10 Jim Minton
 Sam Roby
11 Lorenzo Mills
 Trisha Roby
 Marilyn Claxton
12 Bob Hultz
13 Robin John
14 Tracey Beeker
 Michelle Fantauzzo
17 Alan Lawrence, Sr
18 Matt DeLuca
19 Rob Kimbrough, Jr.
 Suzanne Waxman
20 Chad Papa
 Janet Robinson
 Jenn Stutler
22 Marion Hughes
23 Ann Proctor
 Jimi Camastro
 Meg Lowman

24 Chuck Duddingston
 Bob Wrobel
 Katie Hart
25 John Herrli
 Connie Brussee
26 Arianna Dulaney
 Jack Senterfitt
 Zoey Stine
28 Debbie Williams
29 Landon Cook
 Kathy Pedicini
 Bliss Rippy
30 Kathleen Carter
31 Kay Dunn
 Timothy Hall
 Jim Smith
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